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dthe test of severe scientific 
ted from Humboldt hims lf the compliment 

laid the foundation of a new and valu- 
lepartment in sclence—the physical 


5S 


criticism, have 


cosra- 
Tr. President, one of the finest illustrations of 
wrality and forbearance to which all who 


ies and science, hg 


hy their discover ‘contributed 


y to the means of promoting and Increasing 

m of human happine sare entitled, that has 
allen under my notice, eccurred in the pro- 

( rs ol h British micter rologvical d dit } artment 
of the Board of Trade, during the year that has 
pass d. Captain Fitzroy made a ri port lo 

wd upon subjects directly connected wit 

pretensions of Lieutenant Maury to the ercdit 
which has been awarded to him for his wind 
| current charts, intimating that had bor- 
rowed the idea from British sources. Although 


the report Was presented for publicatic 
ssed on the suggestion of Adi 


i, it was 


§ ré tral Beechy, 
on the eround, amon: other objection Re that it 
n ht be col sidert d ili beral and offensive to 


L itenant Maury How does 3 this proceeding 
of the Board of Trade of 


action of the 





’ Great Britain contrast 


with the late naval board of our 
own Government? I mustsay, most unfavor: ibly 
tothe American board and the American Gov- 


Maury, by his ac knowledged ser- 
vices to the world, yom shown himself to be an 
to the Nay to which [ belongs, and 
to the country of which he is a citizen. His 
reputation has become the property “of the coun- 
try. He has contributed sucee ssfully an di hand- 
somelvy to build up the triuy uphal column of 
Amertean i1 ive ntion, genius,and science. He and 
| others who have done likewise are entitled to 
the public gratitude, and ought to be considered 
the most precious po ntry. 
They are the crown jew ls of the Republic, and 
I would not dim the brightness of a single one of 


ornament 


sessions of the cor 


} 


them if it were in my p 
the spirit of disorder 


ywer to do so. Sir, if 
‘and dise: 


. ~1 
rd which Appears 


to be so rife in the Jand shou!d not meet witha 
timely check, can any one foresee how sox n it 


may come to pass, 
refer to as 


that we may have but litle to 
memorials of a common country, 
names of those illustrious men who, 


ious departments of human effort, in 


’ 
except tne 


in the var 


peace as well as in war, have shed lustre upon 
her brief annals? It seems to me that the coun- 
try, like a provident mother, beholding her un- 


natural sons in the fiercene; 
tri r, prepare id to rend her vitals, may weil 
erup the folds of her mantle, that she may 
gracefully, if fall she must—pointing to those 
jewels and the Most 
° .  / ,  *a4° ° 
precious relics of her brief but brilliant exis- 
tence. We should disparag hone of 
What reme dy can be provi led for 
cers to Whom injustice may have been aries by 
the naval board, I am not pr ‘pared to suggest to 
I she ll leave that que stion to the 
sideration of the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
laa that this memorial take the usual course, 


and be referred to the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, 


Mr. MALLORY. 


ss of their conflicts for 


fa 
a ° 1 
whom she considers her 


them. 
tho: e ofi- 


™ Senate. 


Mr. President, I presume 
the remarks of the honorable Senator from Ten- 
nessee have been called forth by the presentation 
of the memorial of Lieutenant Maury, of the 
“avy. Lentered the Chamber during the course 
of his re marks, and did not hear all that he said. 
Su’, I do not rise to dissent in the slight 
gree from the just and complimentary manner in 
Which the pub lic services of Lieutenant Maury 
have been alluded to b »y the honorable Senator 
from Tennessee , but for the purpose only of re- 
ofa the naval board from any imp lied error 
ot Jud ement in this partic ular case; for, sir, if 
y have ac ted wise ly In any case which came 

them, I am free to express the opinion 
that the *y have done so in this. 

My friend from Tennessee refers to the wide- 
spread reputation of Lieutenant Mau ry—and, 
sir, I do not deny it; but, sir, concede to him the 


is 


1 
est Ge- 


bef fors 


3 OF CONGR 


\| during the existence of that war he 
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reputation of a Galileo, a Herschel, a Hassler, or 

Newton, and what is it after all but the repu 
tation of a civil 
imply 


n—a reputation which does not 


an ability to command a ship, or even to 











knot a rope yarn? Sir, his reputation, great as ij 
may be, is that of a civilian, for which m V 
rank is never, and should never be conferred 
Lieut nt Maury has been cteen yt ( 
tinuoi iy on ( a sir, t eo a jet s 
Tiki SS, WhO ra hoa lt t of her 
SiPrlile, id y it Hel ’ ii Tt i ls i- 
Pilati ilp Vv Lill vho pi ft | N i 

thi SIX 1 years of shore « a 1 hav 
pire lud i i l Soul y irom t ! i 
duth sof tl » sea offi r, been, as n i | s - 
poses, t f the country’s sole demand, 
but, on ti} contrary, oi hi own expre i prel 
erence; and in justice to the service In ) 
say, that il is an error to su » that alone, 
of naval m , Was CoM} t to the perto la 

of the duties Which | thius i it. 

W hen ti Hydro | ik il bb il Was est )- 
lished, Li ul int \j usrnt ti Dp ! } 
As long ago as 1837, he asked to be exeused from 
sea duty to wh he was t 1 ¢ red, a 1 
addition, asked for a furlouch of twelve mouths, 
ind sia Lit to be incon t Will His Liter t 
to 2o to Seca at that time In Is3e, | was un 
relieved from sea duty at | OWN request; in 
1840, he w avain relieved from sea d in 
1842, he was again relieved from 1Gcuty at 
own request. It was, sir, in complian \ is 
own request, preterred to the Secreta of th 
Navy in 1 i, thathew laced upon shore duty 
at the Hydrographical Bureau. ‘Vhis bureau h 
crown into the On ryator , and he. ha La} - 
tenant Maury earned his civil rem ion;and now, 
when il is propo itoec ynter li uary 1 Kk al l 
command uvon the sea ofii :+who had not been 
thus employed on shore, but hav been si i- 
ine the interests and the honor of the fl upon 
th ( tS ol Ath 1ai lu rt) ie Ss 9 3 iA 
is claimed for Lik enant wiaury e the coun- 
try has not been unmindful of h \ Wi 
is, at this moment, and met n, ever since th 
passage of the law givi m $3.000 per annum 
salary, in the rs ipt of whatis1 irded as equiv- 


‘ ‘ j } } 
aient to S4,00U per annum, the himhest pay re- 
ceived by any naval offic 


senor ¢ 


r, even lie luding the 
aplain. 
Sir, I trust i may not be und 


ry any word of mu 


‘rstood as wishing 
} 


» to detract from his merits. 


! ! nian 
l undersiand them; and, as an evidence 
oO: my ation of them, Introduced at tir 
“of . en 1 ‘ 
last S tf Concress a bill to eive him $20,000 





as some national acknowledement of his services 
and I 
r frankly 


ne the idea 


in compiling the wind and current charts; 


think the « yuntiry Wiil mact 
and reward him. But, sir, [ rise to re 
that any injustice has | i done him | 


orab] ie 


s son- 
lent. Tas etacilemaamael have 

done unintentionally to others is possible. —others 
who have Surrs ee for much of 


retiren « 1 


I tneir lives, 
i ot ce nee cul ol ae dents Cre ¢} = f. | 
the pieasures of shore auties for their protessiona 
: i 


1 ‘ . — ‘ »hacr 
toils at sea; but, sir, none—none whatever has re- 


1 } 
sulted t oO UIS Geniiemanh DY 


sen edie 


namntatrine 


him in 
eht, where his 


juired, and rewarding him with 
naval 


> 


ion which he himself sou 
fame has been a 
the highest compensation known to our 
service. 

r. BELL, 
any obs rvat 
made; but, honorable S r from 
says that he came in while I was proceeding in 
my vemnnasae and did not hear all 

, | think it is necessary to repeat some of 
es m. I believe the : 
taken as to the facts which he has stated in rela- 
tion to Lieutenant Maury and the position which 
he now oceupies. If | understand the substance 
of his stat the honorable Senator says that 
Lieutenant Maury has not added to the ‘Jaurels 
of his country by his services at sea; but, 1 may 
ask, how many on the naval list have done this? 
We have had no war, ex ept a short one With 
Mexico, sinc been in the Navy; and 


». Tam reluctant to add 


il i have 
Fiorida 


of Tennesse 
ons to those wl 





already 
as tae 
of my state- 


y 


. 


honorable Senator is mis- 


ment, 





e he has 





applied for 


able Senator 
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‘+, and it was denied him. The 
understand 
Lieutenant Maury has not been at si 


sea service honor- 


that 
1 fora suffi- 
him any claims to 


. . . 1 
says, as l him, 


‘ t length of time to give 
remain on the active list as an officer fit for sea 
ee Why, sir, he has been at sea about ten 
years, | ve service. Is that nothing? 
Mr. MALLORY. Nine years and six months. 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. Very well; in round 
nu ers iti t ud to be nine or ten years. 
Is t ) 
ir, MALLORY. It is less than the service 


DiitLb, ot Ten I willask my friend 
from Florida how 1 ‘ Navy list—lieu- 
tenants as wellas midship i—have ever been 
that | h of time in r al a, and are yet 
retained on tiv i 

vir. MALLORY i do not know one. 

Mr. BuLL, of Tennessee. Then | must be 
rreatly ken and misinformed Atany rate, 
t on e active list some who have not 


) l tL Sea more, In proporuon to tive 


I 


service, than iieu 


ir whole 
tenant Maury. 
VIALLORY. That may be; I do not 
BELL, of Tenn ( I 


im compelled to make r 


that I 


; which 


am sorry 


marks On point 


I did not desire to oO into, for the rease: hat I 
had no wish to further detain the Senat t this 
time uj 1 tl ) { Sir, if you examue the 
la und Wil ita ro il } Sta \ place, 
ou | find, as I think, t in? uten- 
Viaury be d have manilest y nigsinter- 

| if 

Mr. BUTLER. Wiil my friend allow’ me to 
l rr i ? 

Mr. i [,, of Tenness Yes, sir.: 

M 5 Link. 1 have minder 0 d that acall 
was } de on the board, by a r olution of the 
honorable §S ito llearue, ich’ vould 
bri u me information in relation try Liuese 
variou tier é 

Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. That cag sot be. 
The an ‘to that resolution can aflosa us no 


information which we do not now possess. I 
trust the honorable Senator from 


Wlil permit me to 


South Carolina 
some matters of fact 
senat 


correct 
V honorabl 

Mr. BUTLER. I was n 
that I think, if we were 


justice 


vv from Florida. 
erely about to say, 
to forbe ar at presse nt, we 
both to the board. and to 
make nts.: | have 
thing to say myself subject, but 
I have no wish to int rrupt the Senator from 'Ten- 
ne e, if he desire 


Mr. BELL, of 


ild do more 
the individuals who compla 
sony upon thi 
oceed. 

I thank the Sena- 
tor for allowing me to proceed. I have stated 
that, if you go to the law, I think it is akear the 
board were not authorized to retire Mi ¢ Viaury 
jt seed Can any one con® that 
had | b * the 


sto pl 


iy nnessee, 


under its 


thre board owe to retire all ofh 





vavy who sl sdreaet be found compete per- 
form efficiently and promptly every oth 
ashore and afloat, which may be occas is- 
signed to a naval officer by the Navy & 

or by the Government? | will ask the ble 
Senator from Florida how many nav yers, 
even among those of the hichest gr ww the 


five hundred still retained on the active i-et, are 
competent to perform all those duties which may 
be, and are sometimes actually, assiened to them? 
{Mr. Mauuiory rose.}] ‘The honorable Senator 
had better wait until he hears me. I have no 
doubt could be found, but the maj rity 
vould not bear sucha rigid scrutiny. Why, sir, 
vhat are the ionally assigned to offi- 
cers of the Navy, adel which they are expected 
to perform efficiently and promptly, both ashore 
and afloat? How many of them are competent 
to take charge of a squadron on a foreign and 
distant station, and to act, without specific in- 
structions from the Government, in all the emer- 
gencies which may arise in our foreign relations? 
Our navai officers have freque —. to perform 
the duties of diplomatists. In such positions, 


they should have such general kuowledge and in- 


some 


dut ws oce 
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formation of international law, international com- 


ity. and commercial regulations, as well as such 
jud rment, tempe r. and disere vont is tos nabli them 
to compose difficulties suddenly arising betwe 
thy ithorities of feathers rime nis at va 

;? ris or point ,and our merchants or ¢ ( » Ul 
to prevent difficulties which may be threatened. 
Such services as these require a his h d ree of 
general information and accomplishment—nhigher, 
Iam sure, than is founc in the body of officers in 
any Ni ivy ihn the Ww orld. 

\vain: how m: uy navi il officers W ould be com- 
petent, by their h abits of business, a id other”? 
atlainme nts, to take charge of one of the naval 
bureaus? This is a duty which a naval officer 
may be called to pr rform. How m put a do 
prompt and efficient service on the Light-Hou 
Board, to which some of our naval officers ai 
assigned? Llow many could perform the duties of 


those navi il officers Who are attached to the Coast 


Survey? How many could perform promptly and 
efficiently the duties which have been assigned 
to Commander Davis, in the preparation of the 
Nautical Almanac? How many are capable of 


been assiene d to 
rva 


rforming the duties that have 

Lis utenant Maury at National Obst 

Jlow many are, ‘in fi ct, capable of performing 
efficiently and promptly y all duties of 

mandant at one of our navy-yards ? 

Sir, when you take into account all these dutt 8, 
and, besides them, the duties which may 
signed to the commanders of 
foreign coasts and in foreign seas, ; of dif- 
ficulty, but very few would be found cay of 
performing all of them pneey and efliciently. 
Can it be believed that the law ns all who 


the 


tory: 


the a come- 


pe 


as- 
our squadrons on 
in time 


vable 


Conse 


are not competent for each and every one of these 
duties, both ashore and afloat, to the reserved 
list, or dooms them to be dropped from the rolls? 


Ido not believe you can find a gentleman who 
voted for the law who had any such idea. if it 
be the true interpretation of the law, that all 
should be retired or dropped who were not com- 
petent to perform the whole range of these duties, 
requiring many high attainments, I would 
respectfully submit to the honorable preageins 
that the Ne Vy 1s liable to be de prive ad of 
vices of a most re spe ctable portion of 


sO 


r- 


iis othe ers, 


who, from defect of early education and scientific 
training, must fall below the standard of com- 


petency presented by the law, as interpret d by 
the naval board; but having sufficient knowk dre 
of the routine duties of their navi- 
gate their ships safely, sufficient knowledge of 
naval tactics maneuver them in battle, and 
possessed, withal, of such intrepidity of spirit, 
such robustness of constitution, and be 


rok ssion to 
to 
‘aAring on 
their exterior the very impr ss of authority and 
command, would be likel ly to rise to the first rank 
as naval commanders and heroes in time of wat 
and yet would be utterly ata loss and confounded 
if they were assigned some of the higher duties 
which L have specified. 

lt would be to suppose that any 
one member of Congress who supporte dd the law 
had any conception that it would bear such inter- 
pretation as to clothe the board with the power 
to retire so efficient a cl 31 have 
described. 

Allow me, now, to call the attention of the hon- 
orable Senator from Florida to the inju 
of the beard in 
Many naval officers have been ned duties 
ashore on account of their be known or sup- 
et d to possess peculiar sclenufic atts unmmelits, 
ugher attainments than are common, particularly 
qualifying them for those stations; all of which 
more or less connected with, and necessary 
to, the advancement of the Navy, and to promote 
itsefliciency. Canthe proposition ve maintained, 
that they should, by the order of the Government, 


ble 
unreasonapotie 


ass of offic 


stice of the 


rrocet dings another respect, 


assis 


ing 


are 


be a ASsSisne d to those offic s—kept there for 
a at length of time, twelv years, as in the case 
of J Semen aa Maury, for the very reason that 
they were supposed to be able to do more effect- 


ive service to the 
than they 


do in the 


usnore 


Navy and 


the country > 
; 
could do at sea, o 


r than others could 

stations to which they were assigned, 
» liable under the law to be placed on the 
reserved list, and put out of the line of promouon 
im the wavy, on t 


Le that they must be 
presumed to have 


ue incompetent to do etli- 
ient service at sea? Because they have been 


kept from going to sea by the order of Govern- 


late 


fro ind 


bece 


ment, and have been required to perform duties 
ashore, must they be placed on the reserved list 
and debarred a furthes promotion? Sucha pro- 
ceeding would seem to wear the app ince of 


the 


the consummation of a fraud on part of th 
overnment, 

The honorable Senator ha stated th it Lieu- 
tenant Maury solicited the position which he now 
occupies. i have heard d sree ‘bat that 
cannot affect my position, for | am speal ing of 
reneral principles, I say it would have very 
much th appr irance of a fraud, to clos he door 
of promotion against him on the miata sug- 
rested; at all events it would be most unreason- 
able, illiberal, and contrary to sound policy, thus 


' 1 
ces so at 


to reward officers of 
ting 


the Navy for servi 


uished as have been those of 


tlemen who have 


some of the gen- 


been assiened duties on shore. 


I cannot conceive that such was the intention of 
the law or its true Interpretation. 
Now, Mr. President, what are the facts in re- 
lation to Lieutenant Maury? He has actually 
erved at i between nine and ten years. [pass 
over the statement of the honorable Senator from 
Florida, that he desired be relieved from sea 
service; | suppose he meant temporarily relieved. 
I have already stated that he was promoted to 
a lieutenancy in 1837, and was then appointed 


stronomer to an ¢ xpioring rexpedition which was 
under th 


to be command ot Ce ommodort Jones, 
but which fell through on some account. Hewas 
then assigned to the harbor survey service in the 


i 
South. In 1839 he applied for leave of absence 
visit ‘Tennes ee, for the purp se of 
aoe d parents to re side with bine for 
mainder of th days. ‘This was pro! 
leave of abse which the Senator 
While in the that pr 
duty, he w to proceed with dispatch to 
New York, in order to join a ship then fitting out 
for sea. He d to seaca 
I understand, however, that Lieutena 
never applied for the situation w 
holds at the head of the 
certain that he applied, during the 


Lo removing 
the re- 


sably the 


iis 
ir 
ee 


, } 
Ot spoke. 


discharge ol aiseworthy 


as ordert d 
Was not order: fterwards. 
nt Maury 
hich he now 
Observatory; — it is 
Mexican war, 


for sea service, Which was denied him: aa that 
is a sufficient answer to the objection on that 
head. 7 
Now let us see, Mr. President, what there is 
in the idea of the honorable Senator and those 
who think that Lieutenant Maury has not been 
harshly dealt with. On what ground does the 
wisdom of the assignment by the board oft Vir. 
| Maury to the reserved list stand? Is it on the 
| rround of physi ‘al disability? It may be sup- 
posed, from a letter which Lreutenant Maury has 


published in connection with 
dressed to Lieutenant B 
rroundon which the 


his memorial, ad- 
iddle, that this was the 
board proceeded. Lieutenant 
Biddle thoucht that there Was another rround upon 


which he ought to be excluded from the active 
list; but it may be supposed that some members 
of the board proceed d on the exclusive ground 
of Lieutenant Maury’s physical dis: ibility. His 
physical disability was admitted from the year 
1839 to 1843-4. The order sent to him to pro- 
ceed to New York to join a vessel fitting out for 
sea, was revoked on the express ground of his 
disability; and in the year 1842, when he was as- 
signed to the charge of the Depot of Charts and 
Instruments, his disability for sea service still 
continued; but for eleven or twelve years past, 

Lieutenant Maury has held hin iself ful ly com- 
petent in point of physical ability to rform 
efficiently service afloat as well as nt I 
know very well that an officer whose has 
been severely fractured or broken, and who is 
lamed consequence of it, cannot be supposed 
to be as eficient as if he had never received such 
an injury. He probably could not lead a board- 
ing party “and ‘grapple an enemy’s ship with as 
much vigor and activity as if he were in full 
possession of his original vigor of body. sut, 
sir, many of the most gallant ¢ ymmanders who 
have distinruished themselves at sea have been 
inthe same predicament. I do not remember 
any case of the kind in our own Navy, but we 


all kn Ww, trom examples in other navie 
fi yr or the 
naval m 


s, that the 


ioss of a loss of an arm does 


not dis- 


qualify n from occupying their positions 
as admirals and commanders in the fiercest battles 
that have been fought. The great Nelson him- 
in his last great battle, had but one arm. 


| His presence was of more value than 


Sell, 


| 
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score of other slam’ 


to direct the battle, a 





inspire confidence and courage. 1 do teh an 
that case, however, as a parallel with Lientey 
Maury’s; but I do contend that Mr. M ‘. 
physical ability was not so impaired byt 

ture of his leg as to unfit him for efficient s, pesto 
at sea. 

The member of the board who wrot “= 
assigning the disability which he reeeived by + m 
capsizing of a stage-coach in Ohio, as one ero a i 
on which he was removed from the activ: 

referred to the suit he had instituted for dem. 
aoe ‘» al lering, as the eround of da res 





dis ibility to pe rform his prot Ssio oak duties it 
sea, 

Lieutenant ae iaie at the time he received 1 
injury, may have believed, as he probably ¢ 
that he was permanently disabled; but forty; : 
the injury was not as great as was imagined, and 
in the course of three or four years, at the fur. 
thest, he reeovere dentirely. He is able to wa 
without assistance, stick, or crutch, and he walks 
very actively at the it. If there wi wsany doubt, 
this point, why did not the board j istitut 


! 


ing iiry? Why did they not “acer examin 


tion hy a medical board, or a surgeon of the 
Navy , to ases rtain whether Lieut nant M LUT) *s 
disability had continued from the time of the aec- 
cident up to the period of the action of the board? 
If they had been disposed to act on th sun 

sition that he continued under any material dis. 


ability, they could easily have ascertained that 
fact. 


Again: does my honorable friend from Florida 
know that one gentleman who has been retained 
on the active list has had his leg twice broken? 
I am so informed, ee Ihave not heard 


‘er, nor do I.know the fact, | 
lf consider aks a ed author ty tor 

If that be true, did that rende: 
officer in question incompetent to perform effi 
service at sea? There degrees of efficien- 
ey, both mental and physical, which must be 
—_ d in all military and naval services, and in 

ficers of the same ori ide. 

What other ground or pretext is there on 
which Lieutenant Maury could or may have been 
retired? There isthe one which has already been 
alluded to by the honorable Senator from Florida, 
it is alleced that Lieutenant Maury ought to 
been placed on the reserved list because he had 
not been to sea for tw 

Mr. MALLORY. Sixteen years 

Mr. BELL, of Te I think the Sena- 
tor is in error In that statement. 

Mr. MALLORY. The 10th of January, 1840 
according to the Register, is the last day when he 
Was at sea. : : 


the oli 
hat 


assertion. 


name evi 
i have 
the 


are 





lve or fourteen years. 


nnessee, 


Mr. SELL, of Tennessee. Suppose it has been 
sixteen years since Lieutenant Maury per ved 
any ac tive duty at sea, does it therefore ‘fol Low 


that if he were assigned to duty afloat now, a 
man of his active mind—a man who has been 
devoting his whole attention to subjects connected 
with the naval service—a man of his untiri 

energy and fine memory, having sufficient phys- 
ical capacity, having already performed nine or 
ten years active service at sea, can, in this p riod 
of fifteen or sixteen years, have lost all the know!- 
edge of sea duty wide ‘he once posse ant 

have already stated that when he was at sea he 
seemed to be so well informed of his naval duties 
that, while he was in actual sea service as a 


| passed midshipman, he published his treatise on 


that of a'| that he has not been to sea for sixteen years 


navigation, which became a text-book in 
Navy , and may be, for aught I know, the 
book in the N avy to-ds ay. Is it to be presume d 
that such a man can have forgotten his duties 
sea? If so, then I wish my honorable friend 
from Florida to consider how it happens t 
other naval officers who have not seen sea service 
some of them for nearly or quite as long a perio 
as Lieutenant Maury, are not presumed to 
forgotten how to perform their duties at sea, 4 d 
have been retained on the active list? The truth 
is, there cannot be found a sufficient pretext on 
either of the grounds which have been assumed 
for retiring Mr. Maury. ' 
Acain, as I have already intimated, if Lieuten- 
ant Maury is competent to perform such duties 
ashore have } assiened to him, does the 
law authorize the naval board or the President 
to place him on the reserved list on the ground 
, oF 


Xi- 


hat 


‘ 
} 
1 
A 


1 
nave 


as een 














other pe riod a time ? Is the door « f pro- 
shut against him because th , Gov- 
nt has employed him in service which he 
‘liarly qualifie d to perform and was de aid 
wiheation to go to Sea, on the assumption 

; is no longer qualifi d for eflicient sea ser- 
vice? I deny both the authority of law and the 
imption. There was no authority to retire him 
he board deny, upon sufficient grounds, 


. 
to ve 


ipetency to pe rform his duties ashore as 
I say the law meant, in regard to 


’ 
float. 


- ile rs, that th y should be found incapable 
rming efficiently and promptly r the duties 
¢ to their respective offices, grades, and 

( oyments, as the condition upon which they 


were either to be dropped or placed on the reserved 


N WwW. will 


} nm lis 


any honorable Senator say that, 
law was passed, he conceiv: d thata 
such as the one to which Mr. 

ld be put on the reserved 


ot omeers, 


: Maury belongs, 


would 


, and dent ied all future promotion in the naval 
service? The Senator has spoken of money—of 
iv which Lieutenant Maury receives. In 


timation of a naval officer, he 
would scorn to consider money an equivalent for 
i| degradation, or the 
ement. Suppose Mr 


lines and es 


yrofessional 
. Maury had reeeived 


loss of 


610.000 instead of $4,500 a year, as is contended, 

e r 3.500, according to my estimate, he has re- 
eoived that amount in consideration of the import- 

and great public utility of the station which 

occupied, and no amount of salary can 

: nsate him for the loss of official rank and 
the prospect of future promotion; and if money 
to be considered in competition with, and as an 

equivalent for, official moxnenetee and the loss 

‘official rank ang preferment, it n 1ust be borne 

id that Lieutenant Maury holds his present 

morable position at exe ‘utive discretion, and 

jenever it shall please the Executive, for the 

E { being, to dispense with his services, he must 
remaina lieutenant of the Navy on the reserved list 

1 for the remainder of his days, ona salary of only 


61,200. 
ition of 


thorize d 


I mention this merely to show the real 
* Lieutenant Maury—not that [ am 
him to 


money compensation he 
] 


estimate the amount of 
may receive as a lieuten- 


on the reserved list, as forming any 


cround 
of complaint against the action of the naval board. 
| authorized to say that $10,600 a year would 
nsate him for the stigma, as he con- 
ceives it, which has been cast on his professional 


ty 


. I ee 


i should like to know whether my honorable 

340), friend from Florida heard my remarks in regard 
lo naval board? 

. MALLORY. No, sir. 

ELL, of Tennessee. The Senator is not 

aes informed of my sentiments on that 

uttodo me justice. He did not hear the remarks 

we a in which | vindicated 

s many ofthe chars 


| S oe 


officers of the board against 
ves which have been made against 


[ shall not detain the Senate further. 
called upon to make 
nswer 


I have 

these additional remarks 

to the statements and arguments of the 

| h or Senator from Florida. 

. MALI ORY . Mr. President, I cannot be 
ito a general dis2 the character 
w, the proce dings of the board, or the 


ission of 


3 rtles uh ged to have sustained injury under it. 

i ined my remarks originally entirely to this 

6 ) l case, expre ssing the opinion, that if the 

. the » action of the board could be sustained at all, of 
a ; v 


lich I entertain no doubt, it must be sustained 
d the case of Lieutenant 
t f all the 


AF non wens 
WAdUry. 


facts which | have st 





ited I have the 


1 evidence before me. I hold in my hand the ap- 
ition of Lieutenant Maury, dated 23d Feb- 
e, lary, 1842, for the Hydrographical Bureau, 

1 Whieh has grown into the one he now occupies. 
ha & Here are, also, the sever ul appl ications of Lieu- 
and : ant M; uury for furlough and leave of absence, 
truth s | have already stated them to be. It is not 

xt on § hecessary to read them here. 
i ; . BELL, of Tennessee. I understand the 
P Senator’s asse rtion to be 


, that Lieutenant Maury 
sted to be assis gne a to the station which he 


occupies, 


ir. M AL LOR a 
ie 
{ Mr. B 


jul 
i, 
S2ys so, t 


¢ - Meaque 
1 


a i \ 
i Ye 8, 
es ting it read. 

aL = of Tennessee. If the Senator 


here is no necessity to read the letter; 


sir. I will have his 
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but I he ive understood that 
the place. 
Mr. MALLORY. Let the lett 
The Secre tary read it, as follow 
FREDERICKSBURG, 
I have to-day 
as reported by Mr. Wise, 
ment. The Secretary, it provides, may appoint 
in or out of the Navy, to the Hydrographica!l Bureau. 
‘There is no want in the Navy of the qualificati« 
site for the duties of such a bureau; and, should this pro 
vision of the bill become a law, I confidently indulge t 
hope that the honorable Secretary will have no occ 
look beyond the Navy for a suitable 
L do not wish to interfere 


he did not apply for 


r be r ad. 





Virainia, February 2 


3, 1849. 
, and for the f 


lume, seen the bill 


to reorganize the Navy Depart 





Sir: 


any one 


lis regu 








“asion to 
appomtment. 


unproperly with the better 


claims of better officers, but, should officers of my rank | 
considered as eligible to the place, L respectiully ask to b 
numbered amongst the applicants for it. 


As to my qualtiications tor such an offic 
reier tomy Work on navigation and its kindred branches, 
to the files of the Departinent, and to the officers of the 
Navy generally; and upon mials [ humbly 
rest my claims, 

Respectiully 


e, I beg leave to 


these 


testun 


» Your obedient servant, 
M. F. MAURY, 
United States Na 
Hon. A. P. Upsucr, Secret ry of the Navy, Washington City 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 1 
that he desired to be place 
of in that | 
not 


have not denied 
d in the station spoken 
My statement was that he had 
his promotion to the head of the Na- 
W hen, in 1842, h 
ion which has been read, |} 
disabled for sea service. 
Mr. MALLORY. The present Observatory 
iS grown up out of the Hydrograpl | ’ 


rbitca 
ne system oft 


' 

sought 

tional Obs rvatory. made thi 

applieat was probably 
4‘ 


YY 
bureau, 





our administrative Government 
consists in cle rkship 
We kne w, from what is rome on 
every day, how clerk hips grow into bureaus 
and bur« into depa 


drographiecal Bureau 


1 
, bureaus, and departments. 


ound us 
aus ruinents. When the 


was established, Lieutenant 


al 
Maury sought to be placed at the head of it. | 
do not state thi: with the d en of reflecting on 
him. LlLameladthat he did it. He! conferred 
honoren he po ition; and { am iiS sed to yi | 
him full credit for it. I stated that in 1837 h did 
seck to be relieved from sea duty when he had 


rect ived a dir 
urged as a reason that it was co 
terest to ¢ a on that occasion, I st 
in 1838 he was aeain relieved fi 
st, not becaus 


. wel et ‘ 
ct order to go to 


sea, and that | 
ilrary to nis Ihn- 
0 to Sé 
‘om sea duty nt 
an exploring exp 


banded or broken up,as my friend 


his own requi 


dition was dis 
suppe Se 

Mr. B E L SLL, of 
i 

| 


‘Tennessee. did not ceive that 


as I did not know that 


as lis reason for declining; 
he had declined. 

Mr. M. LLORY. In 1840 he was 
lieved from sea duty in const quence of disability. 
In 1841 he was again reli 
for the cause—dis il il 


DT, greg . _ 
Mr. BELL, of Tennessee. 


period is admitted. - ; 


ie 


ved at 


same ily. 


1 
that 


Mr. MAL Ad ORY. Whatever may be the eausi 
the fact is, that Lieuten ant Maury has seen k 
sea service than many of the mdashtipm —I } \ 
pe rhaps say, lessthana mayority of midshipme 

-ho ] : uch 1 service afloat. Isa ; 
Who have seen much sea servi anoat, LV, lil 

, ? 


addition to this 
ferred for sé 


‘Tennesse 


rank should b 
My friend from 
, ind fining the duties of n ival office 
speaks of them as diplomatists, conducting o 
treaties with foreign Governments. Ia 

edge that such duties are ineid: 


tion of anaval oftics 


3, that haval 


rvier * Oi th sea. 


; 


ntal to the posi- 
r, Whenever they have 
beeg performed by naval officers, they ( 
well and wisi ly pe rformed, and the country has 
sustained them. We have never found a dearth 
of that kind of talent in our Navy. 

But the duties performed by the head of the 
Obse rv: Ll Wr y , ai 
distinguish - 
the N auties 
made, are 


are not ess 


ees } 
ryana,s 





, 1 
nave been 


id the duties pe rformed by tne 
gentlemen now having 
| Almanac, to whom allusion has been 
all connected withthe Navy, but they 
ntially the duties of a naval officer, 
which are legitimately, and as universally under- 
stood, involve d in the protection of the 
interests of the country on the seas. 
stand anything of the design of Congress in the 
passage of this law, it was that the Navy should 
be compose d of s a-going men, and not of men 
unfamiliar with the duties, however 
scientific they might be. I will grant that Mr. 
Maury is a Newton, if you please; and when I 
grant that, I contend that he is not necessarily a 
I will grant that he is a Herschel, or 
a Hassler, if you please; but it does not follow 


charre ot 


} . 
nono! and 


If | under- 


seaman s 
} 
\ 


seaman. 
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that he can equip, man, or station your ships, or 
carry them into action, or that he is 
to meet the countless and 


er in command. 


competent 


important duties of a 





sir, if t duties of 
my friend from T 
hem, I ean read! 


i naval officer were 
has depict d 


VY coneeiy t] it th re mil ht be 


such as 


iny men incompetent to perform them. As it 
is, our Navy is so limited—so few 1 els have 
we afloat—that some of the duties of a practical 


' 


aman are unknown to a large number of 


officers. Ibelieve no commodore has had charge 
‘ f a suffi nit f] tto enabvie him to enter upon 
fleet sailing, maneuve , and ta » Since 
Commo Morris commanded the Brazil sta 
tion. It is qui bo le that, incons quen of 
our small Navy allo und the want of practice, 
there are many m our officers who could 
not maneuver a fleet for twenty-four hours and 
have every ship in sight of his flag all the time 
Why? Because they ve not had the opportu- 
nity to learn. ‘The profession i making progress 
every di v, and to ke » up with the times we 
want our naval offi rs on the sea. Those men 
who have carried our flae on the great deep—who 
have been all over the world during th ir profes- 
sional ¢ er, and have not soueht the luxury of 
} laces on shore—are en ied to inere ed military 


rank, the only reward we have to bestow. Create, 





. .. 
and coni 


ron it 
ny emoluments you please; place Lieutenant 


Maury at the head of it, and I would say nothing; 
ie would then have his app 
not know why the naval bo 
Maury. | have 


i} : 


] there, I do 
ired Lieutenant 
not conversed with one of the m, 
nor do I know their views. I 
positon souch 


opriat 
rd ret 


only answer the 
re, that Lieu- 
ced for sixteen yeara 
h donot involve the duties 


maintained her 
hunt Maury ,alt 1Ol renga 


on scientific duties whi 


of s¢ anship, is yet 4g p ical seaman, and 
entitled to military ¢ anal for civil duties. I 
deny nd I deny, also, that an astute merchant 
oO} shipow) would seleet to navigate one of his 
Ships acro the Atlantic aman who had not been 
lo Liors ( 1 years, in prelerence toa seaman 
in the constant practice of his profession, 
- 


' re = 
ir. ELL, of enn see 


Could he not be 
mynd lieutenant under an ex- 
ommander? Would it not be safe to 
nd such a man in such a capacity? The 


sent as first or see 


}) need ( 


ere 
I 


hon- 


orable Senator would not | all officers com- 
manders? Would he have midshipmen and lieu- 
tenants to be command ? 
\ir. \J ALLORY. In answer to th ie I beg 
leav to Say that we ou lwe have established 
if theory.a id ie fact corre sponds to the theory, 
iat there is not midshipman who leaves the 
Naval Academy who not competentto take com- 
mand of air e. Theyar all practical seamen. 
A lieutenant should not be permitted .to stand 
pon deck as a li enant unless competent to 
> orm tt! ( rt un’ aut 
i Lieu al Viaui y *s complaint is, that he 
vi retired; and if he had not been retired he 
i have been promoted commander, and 
mula } have gone to sea as a lieutenant. 
But, sir, | will not detain the Senate. Ido not 
ish to throw the sliehtest shade on the reputa- 
mn of Mr. Maury, but, on the contrary, to sus- 
tain and reward it. But Ll contend hi re that the 
object of the law of the last 310n W to reform 
our Nav vy, and to creat \ orps of effici nt officers 
com vetent to the performance of all its leritimate 


i 


de I iands. 
The PRESIDENT. Th 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Afi 
Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. P: 


petition will be re- 
airs. 


sident, | will avail 


myself of this occasion to make afew remarks tn 
regard to the subject which has been under dis- 


estrous that it should not 
be « del d in open session; but as it seems to be 


cu een | Was ¢ 


. ple asure of gent nen that memorials shall be 
r day presented and remarks made upon 
individual cases, I will express briefly some of 
my own views in regard tothe matter. I find no 
fault with th pursued by my friend from 
Pearce,] or others like him, who 

themselves to the cases made in 
the memorials they presented, without attacking 


: 
and criminating ot} 


" 


a iv afte 


Maryland, | Mr. 


have ¢ confined 


ers. 


W hat is the object of these memorials addressed 
to the Senate? Itis expected that some remedy 
is to be found for the evils alleged in them, within 
the power of the Senate. What remedy is sought? 


° 








«upposed—for it has been so urged in de- 


t itis within our power, and that itis 


’ Li 
our duty, to reject the nomination of t! fi 3 
wW ul , itis understood, have been pre- 
ltothe Senate to fill the pla { vacal a by 
.of the naval hoard, including 1 embers 
ol naval board and others—and thus 1t Is 
a d to provide a rem dy for tl who claim 
to have been aggrieved by the deei on of the 
Py i nt, fou ded on t e 7 ort of the board. 
Now, sir, I ask the attention of the Senate fora 
few moments tothe consideration of that remedy. 
An bee ted and argued—very 
wi | re al by not I tleman; Th yeno bn? 
Lo i i Iz reterence tothl pre po | 
rem I i y (o i t 
I ( duty— 1 it ye bly be our duty—to 
fu 1 remedy for these d ev by t 
1 on ol omin which 
‘ f to t iate to fill t ' i ‘ | 
by t ing and di ine of n ! 
th ? ident? ‘Thi ( ion ft i 
joun ell 1 ol th men \ ii { t 7 
gent es, andthe Presid: ( | 
All th coordinate brane] ( | vi 
cd rtment, if l may ‘ { i lL to « 
lik the act of CU yi ‘ \ AULIO 
to | naval board anp lt id 1 
competency and efficiency of 1 | ! lf 
ma vidaal ¢ nilemen who rmed it v ea ed 
‘ her tl Yy went Wi i i ort i to 
the perfor: e of d ened them, thet 
18 not one oft th m who VW uld not say tiat he 
would rather now go into a ion at any tim with 
a namon frigate a uinsta first-rate sev nty-fou ’ 
than perform the duty which he was compelled to 
perform while acting on that naval board. There 
1s notatr iwho soucht that duty—not one; and 
tier 1 hota man amonre the li wh >W ruld not 
gladly have avoided it, if that had been in his 
power; but, sir, they were under the command 
of the Secretary of the Navy, and, althou rh 
some of them entreated to be 1 leased, they wer 
ordered to go upon duty; and they could with 
as much propriety have refused, upon the cail of 
their country or of their superior ocer, to go 
into action with an enemy as they could hay 
refused to serve on that board. Dismissal from 
the Navy itself would have been a fair punish- 
ment for any man who had chosen, on that ocea- 
sion, to skulk and avoided his duty it presents 
itself to my mind as something r baitaine a jury 
and we have heard that jurors have sometimes, 
in some wild s ct ms of the far West, been run 
down, tied, and put into the jury-box and com- 
pelled to serve. The jury thus compelled to 
Re rve, and to which a sp ‘ific issue is pr nted, 


. . , 4 . . 
decides that issue aceordin rtothevery best juag- 


ment which God has given th and immedi- 
ately after the jurors have thus discharged their 
duty, th y are, for doing so, to be tied un, 
W hippe ,accordane’ ‘retion of 
hose who forced t! jury-box, and 
that the y Were guilt 





d, or shot to the di 
et 

rem into the 

y of an 


who choose to decide 


error! 
But, sir, there are considerations extendi 
beyond the mere matter of justice to these indi- 
s,asmen. ‘There is something due to the 
ter of the Senate. AsI have remarked, vy 
of the three branch Govern- 
ment which concurred in the 


ing 


Mus 
charac 
are but one s of the 
passage of this act. 
I ask if it is inaccordance with good faith for the 
Senate (after the other two branches have con- 
sented to the act, and whose action was as neces- 
sary tothe passage of that lawas ours) toarrogate 
the right to repeal that law, or nullify it, or to de- 
cide the whole question—whether justice has been 
done—whether the law has been properly carried 
out—and to tye nish the individuals who were 
selected by the executive de partine nt for the pur- 
- of pt rformin * the duty cnjoine d by that law? 
y that it would be in contravention and con- 
tof that faith which holds the moral elements 
of the world together, and whie h cannot be vio- 
lat ed without deep and lasting injur y to the char- 
acter of the Senate, What, sir, are we to go 
behind the whole of these nominations, instead 

of inquiring into the fitne ss of the nominees? Are 
we to assume the right to co be *yond the question, 
whether these naval officers are fit for the splaces for 
which they are propose a, and because we may 
think that some other officers have been unjustly 
dealt with; and for that reason alone are we to 
reject the nominations made by the President? | 


te inp 


THE CONGRESSION. AL GLOBE. 








I repeat, that, according to my “judeme nt , each 
a course would be contrary to that implie at under- 
ling, th il honoral le und rstandin ys that eood 
faith, which ought always to exist between the 
different men of the same Government. 

Sir, itis a difficult thing for any man to discuss 
this question publicly and to do it justice. No 
one of us feels disposed to wound the feelings 
of any individual connected with our Nav vo 
trust that wi :ould all desire, if called upon to 
do an unpk int duty in reference to any of these 

ithe en. to do i ) to inflict the least pos- 


asked, then, 


ible d of pain. When we are 


| onorab rentlemen on th floor, as the 
e 1 of tl vaval Committee is constantly 
ked, M Lieutenant Maurv dismissed 2— 
why Ww \,or B, a1 or Ddr pped or retired? 
—whata most invidious duty then devolves on 
1 Who undert to answer these interroga- 

t oUt ( d upon to point out all th 

dei , ail the evidences of inefficiency or in- 
yin the man wh ‘name is pre sented, 

\ nator will willinely undertake any such 
task? There cannot be equal terms granted to 
who eneas » such a discussion. We 

innot mect these Inquiries without doing a most 
al duty which no man likes to undertake. 

» one of us desires to go forward and point ont 

{ defects of any one of the officers of the 
Navy. Aman may have been intemperate, he 
may have | 1 insane, he may have been utterly 
l orl ot: Gak ao ae ill volin- 
teer to iy anyl r thbout it. Every one feels 
that enouch has a! — been done if the Boar: 
has dropped an ine yy ete) it officer. Not one of 
us would be willing ane to the pang—if there 
has been a pang—create d by the action of the 
beard which owed its origin to our own act of 
Cc ( Therefore, | say, each of these me- 


morials presents a casi that cannot be dis ‘us sed 
here with propricty, or so as to do equal justice 
to ail con I d. 

Now, sir, permit me to say a few words in re- 


rard to that gentleman whose name has been pre- 


vented so prominently to-day—Lrieutenant Maury. 








We are all proud of the fame which he has ac- 
quired, not only in his own country, but abroad. 
We honor him, and no man among us would 
wish to point to a blot on his escuteheon if we 
found o Nochare retended to have been 

ide against his ch Ther port of this 
board did not necessarily, or by any fair impli- 
cation, d rad or diserace Lit utenant Maury, or 


ier man who was placed upon the retired 
list. What, sir! may not a man be ine ompetent 





r inefficient as a naval officer, and yet be a highly 
honorable man, fitted for other dutics in the world 
and for other avocations in life? Would a law- 
yer, who had cone through along and successful 
career at the bar, on beine told, when he had 

rrived at eighty or ninety years of age, that he 
was no lonrer competent t oerttben § the duties of 
his laborious profession, feel himself degraded or 
d d by that? Surely not. We know the 
effect of old awe, even in our own profession—I 
speak to gentlemen not merely here as Senators, 
but knowing the fact that most of them have been 
jurists, No, sir; and yet the degree of physical 
efi "y required in the case of a naval officer 


‘than in the ease of a competent 

y honored by his 
ion which he well de- 
3, where he reecives $3,000 a year, a house, 
a farm,a lieve, and where he has 
the distribution of sixty or sixty-five thousand 
dollars a year, if 1 am not n nistaken, for the pur- 
pose of prosecuting those great scie ntific inquirie s 
which have already conferred upon him so much 
honorable fame. He has the - coéperation and 
assistance of ten or fifteen (I know not precisely 
how many) men to act under him in making his 
charts, and otherwise aiding his investigations. 
Newton himself was not better rewarded than he 
has been by his country; and are we to be told 
that such a man, because he cannot stand w pon 
the deck of a ship, and do the duty of a young, 
active, and efficient naval officer, is to be held de- 
graded or disgraced? Far from it. -I look upon 
itin no such light. I am sure no member of the 
naval board thought of dishonoring Lieutenant 
Maury by placing him on the retired list, and 
saying, high as he was, elevated as he was justly || 


rriqap } 
carriage, I b 


I considered in the esumation of his country, that | 


woul have suited me, and I think would be 
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hare was not the man to fight a ship or maney, 

a fleet ora squadron. Having not been to se 4 
twenty-one years, it cannot be supposed that 
is now, however cifted by nature, a seaman of | 


requisite experience for the stg inding he had in the 
Navy. i 

Lieutenant Maury’s is not the only ease that 
presents itself promt: rently. My Vv old frie nd, ( o : 
modore Stewart, of Philade Iphia—whose nama 
is honored throurhout the land, whose fallane 
actions during the last war won the applausi , 

all his countrymen; the hero who captured ¢ 

Bri itish ships of war with one of our frizat 


r 
n 


2 


tes—ig 
repr sented by some as having been dk rraded hy 
the action of the naval board, and of the Exoey. 


tive in consequence of it. I look upon it not a 
allin that light. I do not consider that any 

tempt was made to dishonor that gallant vetérs 
If { did, I should resent it as an outrage not ; 
be forgiven. Ido not believe that any membh 
of the naval board would have ever ‘consent: 
to any report which could hs ive reflected on ¢! 
high character Comm« odate stewart had so justly 
earned. But what is the facet? He is ‘al 
to be a man of eighty-three years. He is no 
superintendent cae havy-yare = at P hilade ‘Ip 


) 





: sir, 





and [ have no doubt h discharges all the necessary 
duties of Scacst station: but Met may not have been 
inside the gate of the navy-yard perhaps withiy 
six months. He discharges all his necessary 
duties there, Tam assured; yet, if he were placed on 


vdvanced stace of 
should c ymmand 
his mental iOWers 
all that bray ry 


board a s hip Li 1 hi 
is he the efficient seaman who 
your fleet? That he retains 
nobody doubts. That he has 
with which God endowed him for the cood 
honor of his country, no man questions. Bu 
still is he the man now for agive milit: ury life, or 
for naval warfare ? a 

1 think it was Nanoleon himself who said, af 
the battle of Austerlitz, that he should be able 
and fit for war for five years longer, he thought, 
from the extraordinary strength of his constita- 
tion, but no longer. We know well, sir, that 
even at that period when men are considered to 
be in the middle of life, in his Rus at in campaizn, 
how very far inferior he was to that Napolvon 
who was victor in the b: ictal = his sie rreat 
Italian campaign, and in the second Ital ¢ 
paign at Marengo, and indeed in all hat se creat 
battles that were fourht while he was in the bloom 
of youth and in the viger of manhood: 

Sir, at the battle of 
recurring to it for a moment—Melas, the Aus- 
trian general, [ think, was eighty-four vears of age, 
but had been a most able warrior and an adm: 

rable general. He was able to keep the field untl 
four o’clock in the afternoon, and 
kept it, Napoleon was nearly overthrown. Ls 
three lines had been driven back in cor ashes 
one another, and one part of army wa 
entire rout. When Melas was compelled, by 
physical debility, to leave the field, he lost 
victory. From thatmoment, as others were igno- 
rant of his plans, which the imbecility of a: 

vented him from executing, the tide of viet 
in favor of the French; from that mome } 
successful charges were made by Kethm: ed 


S$ prese nt ¢ 


! 
; 


Marenro—npardon me for 


So long a 


his 








others, which carried victory to the French staud- 
ard, 


Sir, there is a period of human life when» 
should retire from attive service, eiiher as 
ians or military men. But no manis dishonor d 
by retiring from such a cause. Age is honor- 
able, and no man can be disgraced by it. Then 
again, sir, there are many other reasons upon 
which the board may have founded its 
and doubtless did found its opinion, that some 0! 
these officers were incompetent and unfi it for activa 
service; and for those reasons did not d 
them, though they retired or droppe d them fr n 
the service altoge ther. 

I thought it proper to say thus gnuch, sir, 
the purpose of arresting some errors which 4 | 
been propagated by the remarks of others whe 
have eneaged in this debate. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, if it had swt 
the purpose of othe y Senators to allow this wh 

question to lie over until the Committee on Nava 

Affairs should have reported upon it, that cour? 


opinio hy 


=“ 


have comporte d with the fitness of this ora 
sion. But, since other Senators have thows: t 
| proper to defend their positions, there can be 











ety in my saying a few words in refer- 


» this subj ct. 








: No moi delicat or difficult question iscoming 
Senate than the one which we are now 
We have already heard complaints 

w under which the action of the naval 
hoard took place, and Senators, in their 
7 «. have apolo rized for havi © voted for it. 
have intimated that they voted without 
reflection, and that no prop r opportumity 

i ven for consideration. . 1 votedfor the law, 
dd | have no such excuses or apologies to ren- 
( 1 voted for the law be cause Oflicers of the 
Navy of every erade besought me, and besoucht 
‘> paost earnestly, to vote for it; and my expe- 
: . | dare say, was the experience of almost 
~ nator on this fioor. Pendin r its consid- 
1, officers of every grade, from commo- 
j down to an acting mid: hipman, besought 
{ 3 nds here—at least I was so besoucht— 
‘ their support. I was reluctant to do 
se Lapprehended that difieultics would 

- out of the execution of the law. Wher 

there W tnanimity in favor of the meas- 
vre, L cor see that there was no one on 
{ hol list who exp eted to be dropp d 
( ired. my oflice r, from the lowest to the 
, was looking f een nm. I foresaw 
that when some wW dropped, id some fur- 


d,and some ri 1 would 
ers thus dealt with, by 
themselves and through their friends, would ‘ 
here and complain of having been harshly treated. 
or these reasons I was reluctant to vote for 

ll which was passed into a law establishing 

the naval board. i voted for it, however, at the 
iid unanimous sclicitation of ofiicers of 
my intercourss hem 
extended, no officer of the Navy, of any grade 
ted to me, inthe slichtest pos sible 
ought not to be pa L have 
enter agi lfor others 


y tired, dis atish ‘tio 
s ng up, and that the offi 





“OMe 


the | 
earnest 


Navy. So far as with 





r pintim 
' 


i 

‘ tth a 

ree, that the law 
} 





sed. 


roaches to ull st mys 





for having susta ined the ce As to the manner 
of its execution, that is another que estion. 

1 i t here, sir, to censure the naval board 
ind isleiaele. ad upon the complaint of every 
man who chances to have been dismissed, retired, 
or furloughed, and esper clally when we have not 
heard a solitary word from the board itself; and 


I am getting 

your table morning 
] ° — + . 

crowded with complaints, r 


I confess that 
when I see 


somewhat Impatient 
after morning 
‘flectinge more or less 
upon a board composed, in my Opinion, of as 
honorable men as the country or the world has 
ever produces ed. They may have made misiakes— 
doubtless they have; but hear you strike 

Let your o wi committee inves stigat ‘a question, 

id make its report; and upon that report let the 
judgment of the Senate be ages od. 

A few words, now, as to the condition of the 
question as it The law, according to my 
judgment, has been executed. Gentlemen speak 
of repealing the law. Well, sir, sup pose the 
cilects of its exe cution were even te 
than they are alleged to be, 
would you relieve by r 
g men have 


- hath 
Service 


1¢ 
beior 


stands. 


n times worse 
how much difficulty 
repealing the law? Certain 
been dismissed from the naval 
the President has swricken their names 
from the rolls; they are out of the Navy. Sup- 
pose you were to repeal the law, will you there by 
restore such men to commissions ? Unque stion- 
not. Suppose you repeal the law in refer- 
ence to those who have been furloughed; what 
will be the consequence of that? They have been 
furloughed in obedience to an act of Ci . 
d the repe al of the law will not take them off 
the furlough list and put them into active service. 
Congress has no right to pass any law appoint- 
Ing A, B, or C to office? Gentlemen who have 
been stricken from the rolls are out of the service, 
and if you sit here and legislate till doomsday, 
you could not, in my opinion, legislate them into 
the service. This is no new question; it has 
already been decided. If Congress had had the 
power of ap pointing men to office, it would have 
made a provision declaring that General Scott 
Bi should | be Lieutenant General. But you had no 
ich power. It was conceded on all hands that 
you had no such power. It was also conceded 
by every body that you had no power to pass a 
he requiring the President to nominate General 
ott as Lieutenant General. You only had the 
P )wer to pass a bill creating that rank, and then 
the President, in the exercise of his duties as 


ably 


yngress 
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rE xecutive of the U ni ited States could nominate 
him if he chose, and the Senate confirm him if it 
You have 


: . ; ; 
chose, no right to leeislate bac 


t ik un 
into office the gentlemen who have been dismissed 
from the Navy. Whether their « was 
right ful or wrongi ‘ul, 1 Is not the question Th 
qu stion is one of constitutional pow 

I hold that all these appeals to Congress to 
lecislate oY ntlemen out of dificul S$ Into w ’ 
thi y have, in some cases, been islated at th 
own solicitation, are out of place. I s 1 | 
ver? ad to contribute whatever may be in my 
power to relieve those who have suilered 3 
ice. Jf any man has been u thy dism! | 
from the service, Iam w The to hear bis 1 
tion and to consider his case; Tam w 0 
extend to him ali the relief that is in my power; 
but we cannot ignore the question as to the ex- 
tent cf our power. W hat have we the right to 
do in reference to the case as it is now } ited ? 


—that is the question. Admit, if you please, that 
injustice has been done—that all these complaints 
are well founded. Whatcan you do? S me one 
says, **repeal the law.*’ Very y ell, Suppose you 
do; does that restore the dismi 1 ¢ ‘ors? Lou 
might as well talk of restoring a man to | by 
_ pealing the law under which he was executed! 

[he law is executed, and is a dead letter on 
statute-book—as dead as an Eeyptian mumm 
and the oificers dismissed are as far out of 
es aa if +} had » } : : \’ ’ 
service as if they had never been in : W hat 
can you do? I reeur to that question. 

It seems to me, with all due deference to the 


judgement of 
of the Navy him 

» in the right direction. out underta 
ing to state precisely what he means or what is 
his plan, | may venture to suggest that it may be 
this: that whenever 
vice by death, 


wise, they 


other gentlemen 


, that the Secretary 


we > 5 ‘ 
elf, in his report, has intimated 


a ste k- 


necles occur in the ser- 
resignation, dismissal, or other- 
shall be open to be filled by the nom- 
i e 

ination of gentlemen who have been dismissed 
improperly from the service in coi 1 of 
the action of the late board. For example: if 2, 
on the active list, shall resien, or dic. or be dis- 
missed, then A, who has been improperly d 

missed under the o} tion of this law, may b 
nominated by the President to take the place, 
thus be restored to his rightful position 
service—a po: sition fre 
been adipitted le 
Unless we 


opera 





mm which it 
was improperly dischar ed. 
approac h the question in some such 
form as that, [amat aloss to sce what we can do. 
Even admitting that all the complaints which 
naval officers make, and all that are made by their 
friends on this floor, be true, you have no 
to compel the President to nominate any 
the - nissed officer 
dertake to suggest to him that h 
and especially if you undertak: 
do it, he would probably take the 





power 
one of 
stothe Senate. If you un- 

oucht to do it, 
to direct him to 


tin his mouth, 


1 

{ 
es Lam sure he ought to do, and refuse to do it. 
But, unless he does nominate these men in the 
mode I have suggested, how are you to get them 


back into the service? According to my 
standing of the law, there is but one way of re- 
storing them to the service, and that by a nom- 
ination from the President and contirmation by 
the Senate. 


unacr- 


I shall not go intoa discussion of cases of in- 
dividual merit or demerit; but I should do Injus- 
tice to myself if 1 did not say that { think the 


Senator from Florida, [Mr. Ma 
chairman of the Committee on Naval Affan 
taken the true position, so far as the individual 
case presented by the distinguished Senator from 
Tennessee is concerned. I am sure I should be 
as slow as any Senator or as any citiz the 
Republic to de ny to Lieutenant Maury any honor 
which is his. That he has contributed larg ly to 
science, that he has reflected credit upon our 
common country, I am as ready toadmitasany 
one here or elsewhere, and I am as proud as any 
Senator that it is so; but when you ‘d this 
law, what did you mean? I take it for granted 
you meant w hat you said—that you were pas sing 
a law to promote the e a iency of the Navy. Is 
the efficiency of the Navy to be promoted by 
having one man on shege for half a life-time, 

pursuing se 1e ntific studies, and at the same time 

remaining in the line of promotion in the Navy, 

while another of equal grade is encountering the 

dangers of the Atlantic ocean, or the diseases in- 
cident to the coast of Africa, or is doubling the 


eaenys) the 


+5 h is 


LC hh ol 


JUSS 
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, Or is penetrating the icy 





northern seas? ns man who happens to be 
next to Lieutenant Mawery on the s »> be kent 
back through ul al r time trom that pro tion 
to whici his sea Servi } Vv « hi e 
cause Li utenani la ry happ ns ) aistin 
uished in ! ut who happens 
also to have no particular dist mas seatar- 
ing man? 
lu le “stood, most disti ictly a id p rticul rly, 
v 1itvo a t] kay l V \ to ao 
t h W h MW io ¢ ‘ ‘ , 3 ival 
( ) 1 ‘ onium ~ i 
ite ne thy \ 1 to em 
lope of promotion 1 fairly won at to 
pr i) l r har ol ivir pro- 
1 1 « | ( | CNX t that th who 
had f ilo SO] f years remained on shore 
in sc or o purst oe ver ih I itt 
they mi be, v 1] yved outof t way, 
so tho \ ywe) » t pu t of 
t r pro Sion ' unity ot 
! in propo 1 to v had ren- 
dered l am nh Lier ( j t that 
Lieutenant Maury d rg 
served |i W i ’ nh 
1omo l \ to i ; LO 
i hh t conten Ld dto nense 
rey l n wh { lr I , and ] un 
i pro | a { v ol el Ay ito | I yeta 
rowing reputatio wud he vy no r stand 
in the w of the promotion of | \ e en- 
raved in active sea-lif When I voted for the 
law, Ll anticipated just that sort of 1 t, and | 
fecl so irprise t L, Maury should 
d s > W ithout en lel \ 22 I Oo! 
hards|} ps of t 1, to i ey oft : 
whodo. If het { nors of civil life, let 
the mariners have t hat | ) to t 
Noram I more « ) Lin the \- 
mot Stewart. I know t | wry « |. 
lant eld Commeod | Ameri » lam 
proud of it. Lam proud of all ival achieve- 
i ‘ d of h Vi but | did 
i cipat hata 1 of } t \ | be 
removed trom a , and noi 
tured mir, lemen 1 ( ? \ iI 
1Vv it ¥ Md ver i my mind that 
retiring the entl 1 was the slight nO 
| reliection upon t r ho if lL co 
pos Luat pia ! ( OKC \ oa it 3 
I rved Wasal ) ~ i lal, 
Or UnHeill lil ) , iw baa l : 
tod nN the ] ‘ us 
but I have never | . dd } ) 
I id it now. Commodore Stew lias i 
iost literally worn out in the service of his 
country ul d dot lt { yw i i a ( d 
by LS! h country preter 1 Serva of a 
younger and mort man? I know tha 
the old Commodoi s the tri ril ff the metal 
inhim. [know ti heis true game. He does no 
appreciate tne la4ea that he | rown old, ar d that 
lis position at t head of the Navy may, int 
judgement of younger men than himself, impai 
the efficiency of t service; but itis for tha 
r ason alon —beeause lhe has be 1 lites lly wort 
out in the service of his coun -that he ] 


been honorably retire 
honor was contemp ited: no maignity wa 


tended. No man living regards him as less 


ored by his country or his countrymen to-day 
than he was this day twelve mont avo. ‘his 
proceeding cannot, by any po ity, in the 
judgment of the men of this day, orin the judg 
ment of posterity, reflect the whitest discredit 
upon Commodore Stewart. ‘Th une may be 
said of Lieutenant Maury, and of other gentle 
men. i 

A ereat deal has been said in the Senate and 
out of it about this having been a secret and in 


quisitorial proceeding. Mr. President, you and 
{ are opposed to seeret meetings of all kinds 
you and I prefer open fair dealing; 
and I think if other centlemen would look at this 
thing calmly they would e—many rea 
why this investivation ought to have been seeret. 
While many gentlemen prefer, that whatever in- 
vestigation gates g d in re 
open, there 


} 
put I can s¢ Came 


ons 


rard to them should b¢ 


may be, there doubtless are 


, many 
others who would prefer that the investigat 

should not be quite so public; and as neither the 
public interest, nor any other interest, was to 


be subserved in any high degree by an open 
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proces ding, it was better to have it secret, than 
to wound the sensibilities of those who did not 
choose to have their private affairs publicly in- 
If thie public opinion were dire ete d 


s/ 


vestivats d. 


In the prope r course, it seems to me that the 
sound judgment of the country would be, that, 
yn the absence of all evidence to the contrary, it 
must be assumed that none were dismissed for 
dishonorable conduct, or for conduct W hich was 
disreputable as gentlemen. I am not willing to 
ive tigate the causes of eve ry ma i’s dism al 
I will inquire into po man’s private conduct, 
without lam bidden; but I give notice to all the 
world, that if officers of the Navy, or 


here and di nand hivestivation, [ will 


come iV 
it to them; and if they find transactions paraded 
before the world that had better slept in secret, 
it is their fault, not min 

I am willing to believe that no man has been 
dismissed the service for base conduct of ai 
kind. 

Why assume, under the lancuave of the law, that 
any man has been dismissed tort naiaiilo enn. 


"There are 


duct? many other reasons p 

ix the law for which he may have been di ssed 
or retired. Why not assume that he was dis- 
missed or retired for some one of these? Ave is 
one; infirmity another; ineapacity, not brought 
upon himself by bad conduct, ano her; none of 
these are dishonorable—incapacity arising from 
the want of an carnest pursuit of his profession, 
as another cause for retiring or dismissing officers. 
Retiring, or even dismissing for such a cause, 
would convey no reflection upon his perso ynal 
honor, but it would simply show that the officer 
did not like his prof ion, and therefore hi d not 
uursued it with the eagerness necessary to the 
lisbon! degree of efficiency W ihe n you can find 
s0 many reasons in the law itself why officers 
should be retired, or furlouched, or dismissed the 


credit on them, 
all 
lishonored. For 
hy eli ve that those 
1 
il 


gervice entirely, that reflect no dis 
it is passing strange to sce it 
who are displaced are thereby ¢ 
myself, Lam perfectly willing to 
de have been dismissed from the service are, in 
all the relations of private life, quite as honorable 
now as they were when they occupied positions 
on the active ice list. Lamso i can 
see a hundred reasons fairly deducible from the 
law itself why they ought to have been dismissed, 
which do not reflect at all upon their 


assumed that 


Sery , because 


honor as 


gentlemen. Iam therefore slow to take the view 
of this case which other gentlemen have taken, 
that those who have been dismissed, retired, and 


furlowrhed, have been in some degree dishonored. 
The proceeding was private, and it is therefore 
assumed that reflections on private character were 
cast or meditated—verily, the wicked flee wh: 
no man pursues, The man who is strong in his 
own conscious rectitude ought not to be 
alarmed as to the judgment that others may pro- 
nounce upon him. 

But I did not rise to discuss this question at 
any considerable length. I think this matter can 
be so arranged as to carry out the objects of the 
law, in promoting the efficiency of the Navy, and 
at the same time guard the innocent and merito- 
rious against all injustice. ‘This may be done, 

as I intimated before, by the Executive declining 
to fill vacancies in the service by regular promo- 
tion, and leaving them open to be filled by the 
nomination and confirmation of such dismissed 
officers as have be ‘en improperly dealt by. ‘This 
may be done. If the Senate acts in concert with 
the Executive, I feel assured this will be done. 
If any gentleman can suggest a better remedy, I 
shall be. glad to hear it. 


so easily 


The plan comme nds it- | 


self to me in this, that all who get back will do | 


so on their merits, and not under the smoke cre- 
sas by a general emeute raised against the 
aw. 


lam not going to vote to put things back to | 


where they were before the law passed. 
have no 
if I couk 

After sixteen or seventeen years’ constant 
complaints from naval officers of every grade, 
that there was inefficiency in the service; and 


after Congress and the Executive have united in | 
declaring ‘that the Navy did need reformation, I 


am not now going to stultify myself by pro- 
claiming on the record that no reform was ever 
necessary, and that I will therefore undo all that 
has been done, and go back to the beginning. I 


Ww e | 
‘eae to do that, and I would not do it | 


am willing to give reliefas far as I can whenever 


justice demands it, but I want it understood that 
every case must stand on its own merits. This 
reneral outery against the naval board will not 
move me one jot one way or the other. 

If errors have been committed, as doubtless 
they have been, [ will do whatever is in my 
power to repair them. If any man has been un- 
justly dismissed, I will do anything in my power 
to restore him to his proper position; but TI will 
not, at one move, restore tAbeok at by my 
vote, all the materiel that has be cast out of it, 
rood, bad, and indifferent. 

Naval officers may have persuaded me _ an 
error; they may have persuaded me to believe 
that there was inefficiency in the sé Beg when 
t e was re y non but [ listened to their com- 
| ints, a d bre irht mv mind to the conclusion 
that there was inefficiency, and that pruning and 
loppine off were necessary. I listened to the 
various and suecessive heads of the Navy Depart- 
ment, and heard the same story. ‘The whole 
country b ime full of that compla int. There 
\ universal beli oe r forn 1in the Navy was 
necessary You have had the reform, and now 
you have as LeDeadeed complaint against it. If 
we believed all that we hear in this Chamber we 
should be broucht to the opinion that there was 
not a solitary mi in inthe N: avy wl ho was not per- 
etly efficient, oat and ashore, and that, there- 





iw in the w ray of reform wi as necessary. 
i do not belie ve ‘ha it story, sai I do not mean to 


fore, nothin 


vote as if I believed it. 

Mr BUTLER. Mr. President, if I were to 
be silent unde yr the pres nt circumstances, I 
shou ld do injustice to friends who have commit- 


ted their memorials and petitions tome. I pre- 
d some of themthis morning, which oucht to 
have been presented before this time. The reason 
why I delayed their presentation has already 
been stated to the Senate. [am sorry that we 
are precipitated into a discussion without having 
the necessary information upon which to form a 
opinion. Two or three gentlemen 
have been selected, and their cases have been 
prominently presented to the Senate. Allow me 
to say that there are ases of hardship; and 
we should be careful when we are dealing with a 
class of men who think they have suffered from 


sents 


a 
o> 


res} ponsible 


other ¢ 


are 


a jurisdiction which is dangerous in any point of 


view. Le xpre ss that opinior n without fegard to 
the fact whether | voted for the law or not; and I 
say here now, it is Inconsistent with the spirit of 


the age, it is certainly inconsistent with the great 
principles of Magna Charta and the Constitution 
of the United States, that any officer shall be im- 


peached upon rumor. 

Now, sir, so far as regards the jurisdiction which 
has been conferred on the naval hoard, I am not 
induced to arraign them, because I think it very 
probable that they have endeavored in good faith 
to confine themselves within its but sup- 
it should turn out, upon a fair 1 inquiry, that 
they have gone beyond the limits of their juris- 
diction, or that, in pursuing the course marked 
out for them within their j urisdiction, they have 
disregarded the common dictates of justice,—is 
there no redress? I say that in regard to any 
board, whether with open doors or with closed 
doors, I would invoke the spirit of the divine 
remark, ‘* Doth our law jucge any man before it 
hear him and know what he doeth ?’’ 

Sir, [speak with great delicacy on this subject, 
because I know the president of this board, who 
is a respec table, 


were 


sce Op 3% 


pose 


| ing on the subject. 


stituent of mine, and I believe that he would cut | 


off his right arm sooner than do willful injustice. 


member of the board voted. 
on that board, and I would be the last man to 
substitute by conjecture what ought to be brought 
before us by evidence. We are here arraigning 
them as we allege they have arraigned differe nt 
officers , without proper information. I am not 
one of those who are disposed to doso; and I rose 
now simply to say that if, upon investigation, I 
find that this board, acting under a derivative au- 


I had other friends | 


| thority, have violated that authority, or have dis- | 


' difference. 


regarde od the jurisdiction conferred on them, I can 
maintain, as a lawyer, before this body, that their 
proce edings are void. 

I do not know how I voted upon the bill to 
establish this board, nor does that make any 
I presented some petitions this morn- 
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One of the gentlemen w 
petitions I presented thinks injustice has | 
done to him, and that if he had been tried }, 
court-martial, the sentence would not have bo 
so consuming as it is, when he has been indietea 
convicted, and removed on rumor. [le js " 
ing to have an investigation. Here permit 
mark to those who would avoid suspiei 
let them avoid the publie view; but if they a) 
willing to encounter the fires of an ordeal wh re 
justice s shi = preside, give them an opportunity 
in Go lame I do not believe a 
in neta or in Russia any board would hayo 
assumed a jirisdiction of this kind, unless it had 
been conferred upon them; and if it has been e 
ferred on them, and they ert construed jt 
into an amplitude of power which was not jp. 
tended, | would restrict them as if lr as possil 

I would say, if they have not pursued the p rwrer 
which legitimately belonged to them, their pro- 
ceedings are void. I do not undertake to gay 
that will be my opinion, for as a Senator of the 
United States I shall not undertake 

without 


hos 


to re 





to ‘So SO, 


to give an 


opinion investigation. I know it has 
been said that mercy to the individual iS justice 
to the public, but beeause a ntence comes w ith 


the hich authority of a boar: 1 of this j ji Irisdiction 
it does not de prive it of its force. Like the in 
ger that encireled with flowers, it cuts as 
sharply as if it were naked. 

I have formed no judgment on this qu stion. 
If on investigation I shall find that the law h 
been executed in good faith, whilst I would drop 
a tear upon the decision, and whilst I would 
mourn that my country has indulged itself in a 
proceeding Inconsistent with the spirit of the age 
and the Constitution under which I live, T shall 
abide by it. Iam sorry that this discussion has 
arisen. I was not prepared for it. I think we 
have been precipitated into the discussion with- 
out our having the information necessary for us 
to form any adequate judgment upon the subject 
TI nere are othe Yr pe rsons be side ‘Ss Lie utenant M u- 
ry—men who have served their country well and 


is 


faithfully, and have been dismissed without a 
| trial, or at least without a hearing. 


The Senator from Missis ssippi has said that it 
was no o} bje ction to this board that its proceed- 


ings were secret. Is it possible that there cou! d 


_ be objection to allowing them to serve a notice: 


| have committed their eases to me, 


| this debate is entirely out of order. 
intelligent, and honorable con- || 


upon an Individual w hose sentence they were to 
pronounce? Would it be objectionable to give 
him notice of the charges that were made against 
him, and take him into private consultation and 
examine them? I do not agree with those who 
would contend that such a naval board or court- 
martial should be conducted apertis foribus alto- 
gether; but I do say that, wherever rumor has 
reached and degraded a man, he has a right to 
complain of the tribunals of his country by which 
it has been done. 

The condition of my voice will not allow me 
to proceed further. Iam sorry that I have said 
thus much. I can assure the Senate that I have 
formed no Judgment on the subject; ; for, in at- 
tempting to do justice to the individu: ils who 
I will not do 
injustice to the board, because I believe the re wer 
as honorable men on it as ever graced the history 
of any country. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, my own 
opinion concurring with that of several Senators 
to whom I have spoken on the subject, is, that 
t has arisen 
on the presentation of a petition, without avy 
proposition whatever being before the Senate. 


The debate has already been lengthened consid- 
I have no right to say how he voted or how any | 





erably. The same subject has before occupied 
us for several days, and we are, I think, as near 
a conclusion upon it at the present time as w' 
ever shall be in its present attitude. Ce reainly, 


80 far as the debate of to-day is concerned, it has 


| been an invasion upon other business. It is im 
| possible for gentleme ‘n to present yetitions with 
which they are charged, while a debate of this 
nature is going on. I think the Senate is not dis- 
posed to “indulge it longer to-day, and for the 
sake of expediting the public business—business 
of a pressing and important nature—I move that 
the Senate now proceed to executive session. 
The motion was agreed to; and after some 
time spent in executive session, the doors were 
rat and the Senate adjourned to Thurs- 
ay 








ness 


that 


hurs- 


1856. 


HOUSE OF REPRE sOENT ATIVES. 
» 1856. 
by tl 


Monpay, January 2 
The Hou 
tu 0’ i 
The Journal of Saturday was readand approved. 
CALL OF THE 
Mr. W ALKER. I move that there be a call 
of the House. 
Mr. PHE LPS. 
y and nays. 
“ The yeas and nays were 
he quesuon was taken; and there were—yeas 
e= nays 109; as follows: 


was called to as ie Clerk at 


} 
rN, Til. 


IOUSE. 


ordered. 





ii 
VE \s— Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Banks, Barksdale, Bell, 
H iey S. Bennett, Bowie, Boyce, Burnett, John P. Camp- 
all. Cartife. Caruthers, Caskie, Howell Cobb, Cox, Craige, 
( len, Dar mm, Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, Edwards, 
riiott, Etheridge, Eustis, Faulkner, Florence, Henry M. 
Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Sampson W. Harris, 
1] . Haven, Herbert, Hickman, Hottinan, Houston, 
. George W. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Kelly, Kennett, 

K |, Lake, Letcher, Lindley, Lumpkin, Alexander K. 
M MeMullin,g MeQueen, Millson, Mott, Mordecai 
over, Paine, Peck, Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Richardson, 
Rudin, Rust, Savage, Scott, William R. Smith, Sneed, 
ay t, Talbott, Taylor, Tnppe, Underwood, Valk, 
Walker, Warner, Winslow, Daniel B. Wright, and John 

Wrghni-— 

N AY: = :_ Me ssrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Henry Ben 
nett nson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Brad 
chaw. Brenton, Broom, Buffington, Burlingame, Lewis D. 
( nbell, Chaffee, Clawson, Clingman, Williainson R. W. 
Cobb, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, 
7 hy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 
1) . Edie, Emrie, Engtish, Foster, Giddings, Gilbert, 
Granger Greenwood, Grow, Harlan, Thomas L. Harris, 


H vav. Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, 
ard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, 
Knox, Leiter, Mace, Humphrey Marshall, 


How- 
Knowlton, 
Samuel 8. Mar- 


shall, Matteson, Maxwell, MeCarty, Meacham, Killian 
Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Nichols, Norton, Parker, Pearce, 
Pelton, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, P ringle, Purviance, Reade, 

Ready, Ritchie, Robbins, Sabin, Sapp, Sherman, Simmons, 


Samuel A. Smith, William Smith, Spinner, 

hens, Stranahan, Swope, 
Yodd, Tratton, Wade, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader 
©. Washburne, Ellihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, 
Watkins, Watson, Wells, Whitney, Wood, Woodruff, and 
Wa dworth—109, 

So the call of the House was not ordered. 

Pending the call, 

Mr. FLORENCE announced that his colleague, 
Mr. Capwacaper, had paired off for the day with 
Mr. PENNINGTON. 

He also announced that he had been requested 
to state that Mr. Anprew OLiver and Mr. Orr 


Stanton, Ste 


had paired off for the day. 
MORGAN announced that Mr. Sage had 
] ired of if for the day with Mr. Vat. 


LEADY announced that his colleague, Mr. 
Rive rs, had re qu sted him to state that he had 
day with Mr. Séuaen. 
RESOLUTION PROHIBITING DEBATE. 
lr. BOYCE. I move to reseind the resolution 
which led to so much debate the other day. 
I hope it will not be re- 


paired off for the 
4 


Mr. CLINGMAN. 


j } 

8 ied, 
lhe resolution was reported, as follows: 
Resolved, That for one week, unless aker is sooner 
ect or under Lie form Of pet 
sonal explanation shall be ia order; but any member 
t ng to speak shall be heid out of order, untess the 
entshall have been first had, on the question 


a Spe 


f fed, no debate On any sui 


meal 


being submitted by the Clerk. 
Mr. BOY( Is it in order to move now to 
have that resolution rescinded ? 


That motion is in order. 

Is itin order to debate it ?* 
TheCLERK. The Clerk thinks that until the 
olution be rescinded, debate is not in order 

BOYCE. Then I eall for the yeas and 
ays on my motion to rescind. 

The Clerk decided that the yeas and nays were 
ot ordered, only twenty-three members rising in 
heir 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
yeas and nays. 
rs were ordered; and Mi 
HvuGusron were appointed. 

House was divided; and the 

ed—a yes 327, noes 108. 

So (one fifth of a quorum having voted in the 

firmative) the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The qu aiee was taken; and there were— yeas 

00, nays 133; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Alien, Barksdale, Hendley S. 
Sennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Burnett, John P. Camp- 
li iu, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, Cox, Craige, Cullen, Da- 

1, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliot, Eustis, Evans, Faulk- 
.P lorence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Sampson W. 
Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Herbert, J. Gianey Jones, Kid- 
Well, Letcher, Lumpkin, "Alexander K. Marshall, Samuel | 


The CLERK. 
Mr. BOYCE. 


Seats, 
I call for tellers on th 


‘Tyo 


ssrs FLORENCE 


] 
and 
Phe 


tellers re- 


On that motion I call for the | 


Tappan, Thorington, Thurston, | 
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S. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, McQueen, Millson, 


Moore, Mordecai Oliver, Paine, Peck, Powell. Read) Rich 
ardson, Ruffin, Rust, Savage, Samuel A. Smith. W “mm 
Smith, Sneed, Stewart, Talbott, Tay , Trippe, Walker, 
Watkins, Winslow, Daniel B. Wrig it, and John V. Wrg 
—él). 

NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, I ! B Bar 
clay, Bell, Henry Bennett, Benson, | imghurst, Bing t 
Bishop, Pliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, B nu, Buthington, Bur 


lingame, Lewis D. Campbell, Chaflee, Clawson, Cling 
liowell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, ¢ ins, 
Covode, Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Henry Winter Davis. 
Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 
Dunn, Durtee, Edie, Edwards, Emrie, English, Etheridg 

Foster, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Greenwood, Grow. 
Harlan, J. Morrison Harris, Harrison, Haven, Hickman, 
Hotfman, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B 
Hort 


on, Houston, Howard, Hughston, Jewett, George W. 
Jones, Kelly, Kelsey, Kennett, King. Knapp, Knight, 
Knowlton, Knox, Lake, Leiter, Lindley, Mace, Matteson 


McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Smith Miller, Morgan, 
Morrill, Mott, Nichols, Norton, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, 
Pettit, Phelps, Pike, Porter, Pringle, Purvianee, Ritchie, 





Robbins, Sabin, Sandidge 
William R. 
Swope, Tappan, ‘Thorington, 


ce rwood } Vi Ik, Wade, 


, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, Simmons, 
tuner, Stanton, Stephens, Stranahan, 
Thurston,’ rodd,” rrafton, Un 
Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, 


Smith. Sp 


Warner, C ane wier C. Washburne, Ellih u B. Wash 
burne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wells, Whitney, 
Williams, Wood, Woodruff, Woodworth, and Zollicotter— 


133. 

So the motion to rescind the resolution was not 
agreed to. 

Pending the call, 

Mr. WINSLOW said: I am desired by 
collearue, Mr. Brancn, to state that he 
paired off for the day with Mr. Kunxet. 

r ’ ' , ’ 

Mr. VAIL (on his name being called) stated 
that he had paired off forthe day with Mr. Sage. 
PROPOSITIONS FOR ORGANIZATION. 

Mr. SAPP. I offer the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House, on 
next, if the House shall not before that day have 
Spe aker, address a communication to each of the Govern 
ors Of the several States, and request them to convene the 
voters of the various congressional districts, at their r 
spective voting places, on the March 
next, there and then to express, by ballot or viva voce, as 
may be the law of voting in the several States, their opin 
ion On the action of their respective Representatives, as to 
whether they approve ot the mannerin Ww hich their votes had 
been directed to elect a Speaker of this House, or whether 
they shall not hereatter be required to vote tor a plurality 
rule, for the purpose of effecting an organization. 

Resolved further, That in order that the further action 
of the Representatives in the Thirty-Pourth Congress may 
be directed so as to refiect the latest expressed views of 
their constituents, the House will, with the consent of the 


Senate, on Monday next, stand adjourned till the first Mon- 
day in May next. 


Mr. FRU a R. I move to amend the prop- 
osition just read, by striking out the 
lution, and inserting the following: 

Whe after a trial of near seven weeks, this House 
has, from a fundamental disagreement of opinion as to the 
powers and policy of this Government ainongst the Repre 
entatives ot the people elected to the Thirty-Fourth Con 
gress, found itself incapable of effecting such an organiza 
tion as qualifies it to discharge the functions which the 
Constitution has devolved upon it as an essential branch of 
the legislative power of the country; and which disagree 
nent of opinion, founded as it is upon principle, will, it is 
just to presume, prevent any organization of this House at 
a tuture period, so long as the individuals now composing 
it act under the authority derived from the elections which 
have returned them as members of this body ; and whereas, 
it is proper and in accordance with the true theory of our 
Government that the powers thus provided by the Consti 
tution for the general good, and delegated by the people, 

! held by their agents in abeyance, but shall be 


shall not be 
exercised for the purpose for which they were granted, or 
States, that they 


my 
has 


Saturday 


cleeted a 


second Monday ot 


entire reso- 


reas, 


surrendered to the people of the several 
may have an opportunity of reviewing and determining, by 
the selection of new agents, those principles of constitu 
tional power and national policy, a difference in regard to 


which now so unhappily mars the harmony of this nation, 


and obstructs the regular action of the Government; 
Resolved, That each member of this House will, on Mon 

day next, if a Speaker shall not before that day be elected, 
prepare and deposit with the Clerk a sealed paper, indorsed 
with his name and containing the resignation of his seat as 
a member of the Thirty-Fourth Congress; which sealed 
letter of resignation, when delivered by every member of 
this House, or by sich number as will in good faith carry 
into effect the objec t of this resolution, shall, by order of 
the House, be opened by the Clerk, and publicly read from 
his table, and shall from that time operate to vacate his seat 
as a member of this House ; and it shall be the duty of the 
Clerk forthwith to transmit to the Governors of the several 


States the letters of resignation of the members now repre- | 


senting said States. 
Resolved, That when this House adjourns on Monday next, 
it will, (with the consent of the Senate,) if a Speaker shail 


not before that day be elected, adjourn to meet on the first | 


Monday in May next. 


1 ask for the yeas and nays upon the adoption 
of the amendment. 

Mr. STEPHENS obtained the floor. 

Mr. SAPP. I will withdraw my proposition. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I then offer the preamble | 
and resolutions as an original proposition, and call || 
| the previous question on it. 


279 


ee sa ss 

Mr. COLFAX, Is itin order to move to amend 
the proposition of the gentleman from Virginia? 

The CLERK. Th ntleman from vu nia 
ealled the previous question upon his prot ““ 
which w id cut Tall dment. ; 

Mr. STEPHENS. I move to postpons th 
consideration of the resolutions until Monday 
next. If we are notable to elect by that time, we 
shall be better able to act understandinely upon 
the resolutions. : 

Mr. HUMPHREY MARSHALL. I rise to 
a question of order. I] submit that there is noth- 
ing before the House. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I call for a vote on the 
resolutions now, though lL give notice that if they 


are voted down, 1 shall renew them again as soon 
as our speech is restored to us in this body. 1 
think [Cries of ** Order! ord rr 4 

Mr. COLFAX. I desire toknow whether my 
amendm« If it is, I will send it to 
the Clerk’s d sk, ; | k to have it read. 


is not in 





nt is in order? 


The CLERK. The ¢ 


pre enn ton 


1 } 
erKk thinks lit 


having been called 


Virginia. 


l move to lay the re solutions 


] 
} 


rhe itiem 
“Mr. NO RTON. 
upon the table. 

Mr. STEPH 
from Ohio [Mr. 
his proposition? If he 
withdrawal. 

Mr. CRAIGE. |! 
Georgia to order. As 
law, | insist upon its being 

The CLERK, 


Greorg@ia, the 


n trom 


ENS. I ask if the 


SAPP] 


pre nthe man 
had the right to withdraw 
had hot, I 


ony ct to its 


call the gentleman from 


lone as We have 
enforeed, 

In re ply to the or ntleman from 
Clerk wi ite that, in his opinion, 
the gentleman from Ohio has the right to with- 
draw his proposition. 


a ray 


Mr. HUMPHREY MARSHALL. I insist 
upon my question of order, that there is nothing 
before the House. The gentleman from Ohio 
(Mr. Sapp] offered a proposition, and the gentle- 


man from Virginia (Mr. Fautkner| moved an 
amendment, and the centleman from Georgia ob- 
tained the floor. The gentleman from Ohio then 
withdrew his original proposition, of course carry 
ing with it the amendment of the 
Virginia. The gentleman from Virginia then 
rose—the gentleman from Georgia having the 
floor—and offered his proposition as an original 
I submit that he had not the floor to offer 
it, and that therefore, is before the 
House. 

Mr. CRAIGE. 


rentleman from 


one. 


nothing, 


I call the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky to order. No debatets in order 

The CLERK. Theeentleman has the 
state his question of. order 

Mr. MARSHALL. I have stated my ques- 
tion, and ask the Clerk to decide it 

Mr. FAULKNER. Why, sir, [ was 
nized by the Clerk regularly, and submitted my 
roposition. . ; 

Mr. MARSHALL. The gentleman from Vir- 
cinia was recornized by the Clerk, but the gen- 
tleman from Georgia had been pri viouiny's re cog- 
nized, and still retained the floor. There is, 
fore, nothing before the House. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I think my proposition is 
regularly before the House. 

The CLERK. The gentleman from Kentucky 
is right. The Clerk understood the gentleman 
from Georgia to obtain the floor, and move to post- 
pone, and then yield the floor. If the gentleman 
from Georgia had not yielded the floor, however, 
the gentleman from V Sakata could not obtain it 
to offer his proposition. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Why, Mr. Clerk, I un- 
derstood the gentleman from Georgia as moving 
to postpone until Monday next this ve ry prop- 
OSILLION, as an origina | proposition, t ere by 
nizing the resolutions as having been ¢ iflered by 


me. 
My motion was to post- 


rightto 


recog- 


here- 


recog- 


Mr. STEPHENS j 

pone the original a of the gentleman 
|| from Ohio, which withdrawn, with 
the amendment of the gentleman from Virginia. 

The CLERK. The Clerk so understood the 
|| gentleman, and there is, therefore, nothing before 
| the House, the gentleman from Ohio having with- 
| 


1 has since 


| drawn his proposition. 
|} Mr. FAULKNER. Well, Mr. Clerk, whois 
|| entitled to the floor now ? 
| The CLERK. The gentleman from Georgia. 
There is, however, no proposition before the 
| House. 





— 


: 
. 





280 


his seat. 
Am I now entit! 


~ Mr. STE PHE NS took 

Mr. FAULKNER. 
floor? 

The CLERK. Yes, si 

Mr. FAULKNER. x4 now offer my preamble 
and resolutions as an original propos and | 
call the pre vious que stion upon its adoption. 

Mr. NORTON. Is it in order to move to lay 


ed to the 


tions 


those resolutions upon the table? 
The CLERK, Itis. 
Mr. NORTON. I make that motion. 


Mr. FAULKNER. I call for the 
nays upon it. 

Mr. STEPHENS. Is it in order now to move 
to postpone | until a day certain—until Monday 
next—the further con sideration of the resolutions ? 

The CLERK. It is not. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I give notice that, if the 

roposition of the gentleman from Virginia 
Paid upon the table, 1 shall submit a motion to 
postpone until Monday next. 

Mr. LAKE. Is it in order to move 
se to the proposition now before the TLouse ? 

The CLERK. It is not. 

Mr. LAKE. I have a proposition which I de- 
sire to offer. I send it to the Clerk’s desk, and 
ask that it may be read for information. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The resolution was again read. 

Mr. LAKE. Mr. Clerk, I now ask that the 
resolution which I send to the Clerk’s desk 
may be read for the information of the House 
If an opportunity be afforded me, | shall move 
it as an amendment to the pending resolutions. 

There was no objection, and the Clerk read 
the resolution as follow: 

Whereas, the House of 
Fourth Congress has made 


yé as and 


isnot 


a substi- 


Representatives of the Thirty- 
an honest effort to organize by 
the election of a Speaker, which has hitherto failed on ac 
count of the peculiar constitution of parties of which it is 
composed; and whereas, these repeated failures have lett 
no doubt on the minds of a majority of the members thatan 
organization cannot now be effected: Theretore, 

Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That the 
of the United States be adjourned, from and after the pas 
sage of this resolution, unui the first Monday in —— next. 


Congress 


The question was taken on the motion to lay 
on the table; and it was agreed to—yeas 111, 
nays 85; as follows: 

-YEAS—Me sre. Albright, Allison, Banks, Barbour, Ben 
son, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, Bliss, Bradshaw, Bren 
ton, Broom, Buttington, Burlingame, Lewis D. Campbell, 
Chaflee, Clawson, Coliax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cullen, 
Cumback, Damwreltl, Henry Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, 
Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dunn, Durfee, 
Kiddie, Edwards, Emrie, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Henry M. 
Fuller, Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Harlan, J. Morri 
son Harris, Harrison, Haven, Hickman, Hoffman, Hollo 
way, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, 
Hughston, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, 
Matteson, MeCarty, Meacham, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, 
Nichols, Nurton, Paine, Parker, Pearce, Peck, Pelton, 
Pennington, Pettit, Pike, Porter, Pringic, Purviance, Reade, 
Ritchie, Robbins, Sabin, Sherman, Simmons, William RK. 
Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, 
Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Underwood, Wade, Wakeman, 
Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Bllihu 8B. 
Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Whitey, 
Williams, Wood, Woodruil, and Woodworth—111. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Alle n, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, 
Henry Bennett, Hendley 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyee, 
Burnett, Join P. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, 
Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, 
Craige, Davidson, Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, 
Faulkner, Florence, Foster, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, 
Greenwood, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Her- 
bert, Houston, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, 
Kelly, Kennett, Kidwell, Lake, Leiter, Letcher, Lumpkin, 
Mace, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, Sam- 
uel 8S. Marshall, Maxwell, McMulling MeQueen, Killian 
Miller, Smith Miller, Millson, Moore, Mordecai Oliver, 
Phelps, Powell, Quitman, Ready, Richardson, Ruffin, Rust, 
Sandidge, Sapp, Savage, Scott, Samuel A. Smith, William 
Smith, Sneed, Stephens, Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Trippe, 
Vail, Valk, Walker, Warner, Watkins, Winslow, Daniel 
B. Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—85. 


So the resolutions were laid upon the table. 

Pending the above call, and when his name was 
calle ad, 

Mr. VAIL rose and said: Mr. Clerk, by special 
agreement with the gentleman from New Vork, 

Mr. Sace,] Lam entitled to vote on this question, 
vote no. 

Mr. THORINGTON (when his name was 
called) said: Mr. Cle ‘rk, my colleague, Mr. Hatt, 
has paired off with Mr. Rosert s—the pair to 
continue up to the 25th of the present month. 
Sickness in Mr. Hatu’s fariity hen caused him 
to be absent from his seat; and, if Mr. Ronperrs 
had not paired off with him, I would have done 
so myself under the circumstances. 
would, in all instances, cast his vote for Mr. 
Ricmarpson, and Mr. Roperts for Mr. Banks. 


My colleague | 


for the speakership 


THE CONGRESS! 


Miller, Millson, 


due to my colleacue, 


up to this time 


This statement I think 
has been continually in 





his seal 


] can further state, [believe Mr. Hari would not 
have left unless an arranvement of this kind could 
have aa n entered into. A ries of ** Order !’’] 
The CLERK. The gentleman is explaining 
the reasons of a pair-off. (Cries of ** Order!”’ 


*¢ No debate is in order! 


Mr. THORINGTON. I have said all I 






sired. 

Mr. SNEED. Mr. Clerk, I submit the follow- 
ing proposition: 

Be it revolved by the members of this House, (as a means 
of effecting an organization of the body,) That those who 
bave been voting tor Mr. Banks for Speaker are requested 
to selectand pame one member wh been voiing for 
Mr. Funcer, and one member who has been voting tor Mr. 
Ru pson for Speaker, and that the supporters of Mr. 
KicHARDSsON select and name one meniber pinoag. Se sup 
porters of Mr. Bann s, and one from the supporters Mr. 
Fut.Ler, and that the supporters of Mr. Fotuer name one 
member among Mr. Ricuarpson’s supporters and one 


among the supporters of Mr. BANKs, and that the members 
so selected and named shail be considered the only candi- 
dates nominated for the Speaker’s chair. 

Resolved further, That atter the voting for these candi- 
dates shall be commenced, the meimber reeciving the lowest 
number of votes at each trial shail be dropped until an 
election shall be effected. 

Mr. STEPHENS. 


“ai b's. 


» resolution 
shall go to 


I movesthat th: 
be laid on the tabl ] hope that we 
voting. [Cries of ** That is right !’’] 

The question was taken, and the resolution was | 
laid on the 


table 
VOTE FOR SPEAKER. 
The House then proceeded to 
hundred and eighteenth time for Speaker, with the 
following result: Whole number of votes cast, 
197; necessary to a choice, 99; of which— 


vote the one 





athanicl P. Banks received....ecceces rere 
a A. Richardson.....ceccees etter cite «+ 60 
Henry M. Fuller.... ccceess ico een ser esewe cas hans sl 
oa eapbed), scasiwene bemeamee eae conning . 3 
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So there was no choice. 


The following is the vote in detail: 





For Mr. Banks — Messrs. Albright,. Allison, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Renson, Billins t, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Bumngton, Burlingame, Lewis 
Db. Campbell, Chatiee, Colfax, Comins, Chiwson, Covode 
Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, ‘Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, 


De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Gid 
dings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Hollowa 
R. Liorton, Valentine B. Hort 
sey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlt« 
Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgan, 
Morrill, Mott, ae 3, Norton, Parker, Pearce, Pelton, Pet 
eee , Purvianee, Ritchie, Robbins, Sabin, Sapp, 
Sherman, Simmons, Spinner Star ton, Str anahan, ‘Vappan, 
Thorins ston, "Thurston, "Todd, ‘Tratton, ade, Wakeman, 
Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. W adibunie r Elihu B. 
Vashburne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Welch, Wood, 
Woodrutf, and Wo odworth. 

For Mr. Richardson— Messrs. Aiken, 
Barksdale, Bell, aw ndly Yy S. Bennett, Boce 
Burnett, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, 
liamson R.W. Cobb, Craige, Davidson, Dowdell, Edmund- 
son, Elliott, English, Faulkner, Florence, Thomas J. D. 
Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. 
Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Houston, Jewett, George W. 
Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, 
Samuel 8. Marshal!, Maxwell, MeMullin, MeQueen, Simith 
Mordecai Oliver, Peck, Phelps, Powell, 
Quitman, Ruthin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Samuel A. 
Smith, William Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, 
Warner, Watkins, Wells, Williams, Winslow, Daniel B. 
Wrigit, and John V. ae 

For Mr. Fuller—Messrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, Car- 
lile, Bayard Clark, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, 
Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Hoff. 
man, Kennett, Lake, Lindley, Alexander K. Marshall, 
fumphrey Marshall, Paine, Porter, Reade, Ready, William 
RK. Smith, Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Underwood, Valk, 
Walker, Whitney, and Zollicofier. 

For Mr. Campbell—Messrs. Dunn, Moore, and Scott. 

For Mr. Pennington—Messrs. Edwards and Haven. 

For Mr. Porter—Mr. Henry M. Fuller 

For Mr. Haven—Mr. Harrison. 

For Mr. Shorter—Mr. Richardson. 


Mr. RUST. 


5 Thohens 
1, Howard, ilugitston, Kel- 


n iter, Mace, 








Allen, Barclay, 
wk, Bowie, Boyce, 
Howell Cobb, Wil- 





I submit the following proposi- | 


| tion: 


| among Mr. Banks, Mr. Ricuarpson, Mr. Fuuier. 


| Officer, and that a longer persistence 


| the whole country require it: 


Whereas, one hundred and eighteen ineffectual efforts to 
elect a Speaker, in which the votes have been divided 
and Mr. 
PENNINGTON, must have made it nfanifest to those genfle- 
men and this Congress that neither of them is the choice 
of a majority of the members of this House for its presiding 
on the part of their 
respective friends in urging their names for this office will 
only delay the organization of this House, and thereby pre- 
vent immediate legislation when the common interests of 
Therefore, 

Resolved, That it is the sense of this House that Messrs. 
Banks, Ricuarpson, Futier, and Pennineros, by with- 
drawing their names, and forbidding their use as candidates | 
, Would remove certain and insurmount- 


NA L G LOBE. 


who | 





J anuary 2], 


able ob tacte S$ to its organization, and that the 
ests would be gres 


Public inter. 
uly promoted by their doing so, as 
Mr. FULLER, of Pennsylvania, obtain, d t] 
a 
e CLERK. The gentleman from Arkansas 
\ 
T 


sii not v ielded the floor 
Mr. FULLER. I do not propose to deha: 
the resolution. I wish to remove one obstacle ; 
the organization of the House, and th ref 
withdraw my name as a candidate for the aneat 
[Cries of ‘Order!’ **T ol : 


.Y 
' 

4k 

» 





ership. ject to all de. 
bate!’’] 

Mr. RUST. T have not yielded the flo, 
[Cries « of ** Order! * Debate is out of whieh 
1 am not going to debate the prop: sition, Ido 
not demand a vote on the proposition now; | 
hope it will not be taken. 

Several Memsers. Oh yes, let us vote on it 

Mr. RUST. Very well, if gentlemen wish j 
let there be a vote on the reso lution. 

Mr. MORGAN. I move tliat the resolut; 
be laid on the table. 

Mr. PENNINGTON. 
New York [\ 


motion fo 


’ 
on 


IT hope my friend from 
{r. Morean] will withdraw that 
ramoment, to allow me to say a wo; 
[Cries of ** Order!”’ ** No debate!’’} : 

The CLERK. The gentleman 
Jersey is out of orde Yr. Debate 


Mr. PENNINGTON. 


from 
IS not ln ord r. 
I do not rise for the 





| purpose of debate, nor for the purpose of | 


sonal explanation. I do not propose to p! 
myself in a position of ant ronan 1 to the order 
of the House, made on Saturday last. [Cries of 
**Order!’’] I propose to say simply, that th in- 
imation contained in this resolution being t 
first that has been made on this floor, thet my 
name interposes an obstruction to the organiza- 
tion of the House, I wish it understood, in ac- 
cordance with my declaration a few days si 
that I am not to be regarded any longer as occu- 
pying the position of a candidate. 

Mr. E Us STIS. Icall the gentleman to ord 
If y ou wi sh to mi ike explanations, rescind the 
resolution which cuts off all debate 

Mr. RU ST. I demand the yeas ‘and nays 
my resolution. 

Mr. FLORENCE. 
yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Trirre and 
CoLrax were appointe d. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessce. 
consideration of the 
until Monday next. 

The CLERK. The motion is not in order. 

The question was taken, and the yeas and nays 
were ordered, the tellers having reported—ayes 
27, noes 106; more than one fifth of those present 
voting in the affirmative. 

Mr. FAULKNER. [rise to submit a propo- 
sition that is in order under the rule adopted on 


I demand tellers on 


I move that the 


resolution be postponed 


| Saturday. 


Mr. RUST. 
ordered ? 

The CLERK. They have. 

Mr. RUST. Then Il will, upon the requ st of 
a friend, withdraw the re solution, and shall offer 
it again to-morrow, with the hope that this gag 
law will be rescinded, so that it can be debated. 

Mr. WALKER. | renew the resolution. _ 

Mr. FAULKNER. I now submita are 


Have the yeas and nays been 


tion which is in order under the rule adopted on 


Saturday, and that is, that the proposition be 
made from the Clerk’s table, asking the unan- 
imous consent of the House, that those f 
tlemen who are referred te in the resolution shall 
be allowed to express themselves, if they choose 
to do so, with regard to it. 

Mr. BARKSDALE. I move that the House 
do now adjourn. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

The CLERK. The yeas and nays have fallen 
with the withdrawal of the resolution b yy the gen- 
tleman from Arkansas. The gentleman from 
Virginia now proposes, under the rule adopt’ d 
on Saturday last, that the unanimous consent of 
the House shall be given to the four gentlemen 
named in the resolution to address the House. 

Mr. WALKER. Can he offer that as an 
amendment to my resolution? 

The CLERK. He can offer it while the gen 
tleman’s resolution is pending. 

Mr. WALKER. Afier the yeas and nays 
a been ordered? 


The CLERK. The yeas and nays have not 


four gen- 

















1856. 


been ordered on the resolution since the gentle- | 


n rene wed ot: 
\ir. WALKER. 
for the present. : 
Mr. FAULKNER. Then of course I with- 
\y proposition also. {Loud cries of ** Call 


} I 
draw 


ir. WHITNEY. I offer the resolutions which 
sond to the Clerk’s desk. 
rie Clerk read the resolutions, as follows: 
R, ed, Thatthe Hon. — be, and he is hereby, 
jarad Speaker of the House of Representatives of the 
th Congress of the United States. 

ed, That the above resojution be reported by the 
( ' ; in blank, and it shail be in order for any member to 
shat the blank be filled by the insertion of a name, 
resolution be adopted; on that motion the 
‘ .s and nays shall be called, aad whenever such motion 
“val! roceive a majority of votes, the person then named 

ll Speaker of the House. 

Resolred, That the name of any member onee proposed 
eo fill the blank shall not be again proposed without the 
cent of a majority of the members present and voting ; 
por shall it be in order to move one candidate a second 
fine so long as any member desires to move the name of 
one not yet proposed and voted upon. 

Resolved, That all questions arising upon a second mo- 
tion to insert the name of any person who has been once 
i and voted for to fill the blank, shall be decided 








nd that the 





_or. in ease of a doubt, shall be decided by teliers. 

Mr. STANTON. I move to amend the second 
resolution by striking out ** majority, ’’ and insert- 
ing the ** hichest numibe e” 


ir. JONES, of Tennessee. I want to submit 
an amendment providing that no gentleman shall 
be voted for who objects to it himself. 

Mr. KNIGHT. I move to lay the whole sub- 
oct upon the table. 
Mr. DUNN. I call for the yeas and nays upon 

that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. STEPHENS. It is evident that we shall 
do nothing here to-day. I move that the House 
do now adjoura; and on that motion | demand 
{ rs. } 
ihe CLERK appointed Messrs. Campse.u of 
Kentucky, and Covonsg, to act as tellers. 

The question was then taken; and the tellers 
reported—ayes 53, noes 71. So the motion was 
not agreed to. 

The question then recurring upon the motion 
to lay the resolution and accompanying amend- 
ments upon the table, it was put, and decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 146, nays 44; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Allen, Allison, Banks, | 






Rarbour, Barclay, Barksdale, Bell, Henry Bennett, Hendiey 
S. Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Bocock, 
Bowie, Bradshaw, Brenton, Bufiington, Burlingame, Bur- 
nett, Lewis D. Campbell, Caruthers, Caskie, Chaffee, Claw- 
son, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
( ix, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Craige, Cumback, Damrell, 
Timothy Davis, Day,Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, 
wdell, Durfee, Edmundson, Emrie, English, Faulkner, 
Viorence, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Giddings, Gilbert, Goode, 
r, Greenwood, Grow, Harlan, Sampson W. Harris, 
‘homas L. Harris, Herbert, Hickman, Holloway, Thomas 
h. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Houston, Howard, Hughs 
ton, Jewett, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelley, 
Kelsey, Kidwell, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, 
Leiter, Letcher, Lumpkin, Mace, Samuel 8. Marshall, Mat- 
teson, Maxwell, MeCarty, MeMullin, McQueen, Meacham, 
Smith Miller, Millson, Morgan, Morrill, Nichols, Norton, 
irker, Pearce, Peck, Pelion, Pettit, Phelps, Pike, Powell, 
‘ 








Pringle, Purviance, Richardson, Robbins, Ruffin, Rust, 
Sabin, Sandidge, Sapp, Savage, Sherman, Simmons, Wil 


lian Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Stewart, Stranahan, Tappan, 
Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Trafton, Wade, Walbridge, 
Waldron, Walker, Warner, Cadwalader C. Washburne, 
Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Watkins, Wat- 
son, Weich, Wells, Williams, Winslow, Wood, Woodruff, 
Woodworth, Daniel B. Wright, and John V. Wright—148. 
NAYS—Messrs. Bishop, Boyce, Broom, John P. Camp- 
bell, Carlile, Cox, Cullen, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, 
Dunn, Edwards, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Foster, Henry 
M. Faller, J. Morrison Harris, Harrison, Haven, Hoffman, 
Kennett, Lake, Lindley, Alexander K. Marshall, Hum- 
‘firey Marshall, Moore, 
tutman, Reade, Ready, Scott, Samuel A. Smith, William 
‘. Smith, Swope, Talbott, ‘Taylor, Trippe, Underwood 
, Wakeman, Whitney and Zollicoffer—44. 
So the resolution was laid upon the table. 
When the name of Mr. Syeep was called, 
Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee, announced that 
Mr. Syeep was detained from the House by sick- 


. ss, which accounted for his not answering to 
1S Name, 


Mr. CARLILE. 
resolution which I send to the Clerk’s table; and 
upon it I move the previous question. 

he resolution was read, as follows: 





end he is hereby, declared Speaker of this House, for the 
ty-Pourth Congress. 

lhe previous question was seconded, and the 
Main question was ordered to be now put. 


Ti 


Mordecai Oliver, Paine, Porter, | 


I withdraw the resolution '| 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. CARLILE. I call for the yeas and nays 
upon the passage of the resolution. e 

The yeas and nays were ordered 

Mr. McMULLIN. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

‘The question was put; and the motion was not 
agreed to. 

The question was then put upon the adoption 
of the resolution; and there were—yeas 47, nays 
131; as follows: : c 


YEAS—Messrs. Bowie, Boyce, Broom, John P. Camp 


bell, Carlile Williamson R. W. Cobb, Cox, Cullen. Dov 
dell, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Foster, Henry M. 
Fuller, J. Morrison Harris, Herbert, Hoffman, Kennett, 


K. Marshall. Humptire v Mar 
MeQueen, Millson, Paine, Quitman, 
Reade, Ready, Richardson, Rust, Savage, William R. Smith, 
Stewart, Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Trippe, Und Vall 
Walker, Warner, Watkins, Whitney, John \ 
Zolhiecotter—47. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Albrieht, Allen, Allison, Barbour, 
Barclay, Barksdale, Henry Bennett, Hendiey 8S. Bennett, 
Benson, Billinghurst, Bliss, Bocock, Bradshaw, 
Bntiington, Burlingame, Burnett, Lewis D. uN 
Caruthers, Caskie, Chaffee, Clawson, Clingman, Howel 
Cobb, Coliax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Craige, Cumback, 
Damrell, Davidson, Menry Winter Davis, Timothy Davis, 

Jay, Dean, De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Dunn, Durfee, 
Edie, Edmundson, Edwards, Elliott, Emrie, English, Flor 
ence, Thomas J. DPD. Fuller, Gilbert, Goode, Greenwood, 
Grow, Harlan, Sampsog W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, 
Harrison, Hickman, HSloway, Thomas R. Horton, Val 
entine B. Horton, Houston, Howard, Huehston, Jewett, 
W. Jones, J. Glaney Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, King, 
Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Leiter, Letcher, Lump 
kin, Mace, Samuel 8. Marshall, Matteson, Maxwell, M 
Carty, Meacham, Smith Miller, Moore, Morgan, Morrill, 
Mott, Nichols, Norton, Mordecai Oliver, Parker, Pearee, 
Peck, Pelton, Phelps, Pike, Powell, Pringle, Purviance, 
tobbins, Ruffin, Sabin, Sandidge, Sapp, Scott, Sherman, 
Samuel A. Smith, Spinner, Stranahan, Tappan, Thorington, 
Thurston, Trafton, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, 
Cadwalader C. Washburne, Eilihu B. Washburne, Israel 
Washburn, Welch, Wells, Williams, Winslow, Wood, 
Woodruff, Woodworth, and Daniel B. Wright—131. 

So the resolution was not agreed to. 

After the result was announced, 

Mr. SANDIDGE. I desire to say that I ad- 
dressed the Clerk before the vote was announced, 
[Cries of ** Order!’’ ** Order!’’] 

The CLERK. The gentleman is out of order, 
as no debate is in order. 

Mr. SANDIDGE. I only wish to say that I 
shall change my vote. 

The CLERK. It is too late, as the vote has 
been announced. 

Mr. CRAIGE. 
adjourn.¢ 

Mr. MORGAN. [call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Va and 
CumBACcK were appointed. 

The question was put; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 8&6, noes 29. 

The House accordingly (at three o’clock and 
fifteen minutes) adjourned till to-morrow, at 
twelve o’clock, m. 





Lake, Lindley, Alexander 
hall, MeMullin, 





rwood, Valk, 


. Wright, and 


Brenton, 
Campb 


George 





I move that the House do now 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
‘Tuespay, January 22, 1856. 
The House was called to order by the Clerk 
at twelve o’clock, m. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
CALL OF THE HOUSE. 
Mr. VALK. I move a call of the House. 
Mr. FLORENCE. Upon that motion | call 
for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was then put; and there were— 
yeas 74, nays 110; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barksdale, Bell, Hendley 
S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Broom, Cadwalader, 


| John P. Campbell, Carlile, Caskie, Howell Cobb, Cox, 


> || 


‘raige, Cullen, Davidson, Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, 
Edwards, Etheridge, Eustis, Evans, Faulkner, Florence, 
Henry M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, 
Sampson W. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Herbert, Hoffman, 


| Houston, George W. Jones, J. Glancy Jones, Kelly, Lake, 


Leiter, Letcher, Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Hum- 


1 phrey Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, McQueen, Millson, 


| Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Paine, Peck, Phelps, Powell, Quit- 


I move the adoption of the || 


Resolved, That the Hon. W1it1aM Suirn, of Virginia, be, | 


man, Ready, Ricaud, Richardson, Ruffin, Rust, Savage, 
William Smith, Sneed, Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, Valk, 
Walker, Warner, Watkins, Winslow, Danicl B. Wright, 
and John V. Wright—74. 

NAYS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Banks, Barbour, Hen- 
ry Bennett, Benson, Biilinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Brad- 
shaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, Burnett, Lewis 
D. Campbell, Chaffee, Bayard Clark, Clawson, Clingman, 
Williamson R. W. Cobb, Colfax, Comins, Cragin, Cum- 
back, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Dick, 
Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Cliiott, Emrie, English, Foster, Gid- 
dings, Granger, Grow, Harlan, ‘Thomas L. Harris, Hollo- 
way, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, Howard, 
Hughston, Jewett, Keisey, Kidwell, King, Knapp, Knight, 

| Knowlton, Knox, Samuel 8. Marshall, Matteson, McCarty, 


281 
Meacham, Killian Miller, Smith Miller, Moore, Morgan, 
Morrill, Mott, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pel 
ton, Pennington, Pettit, Pike, | 


orter, Pringle, Purviance 


’ 
Reade, Ritchie, Sabin, Sapp, Scott, Sherman. Simmons, 
Samuel A. Smith, Spinner, Stanton, Stephene, Stranahan, 
Swope, Tapy an, Thoring lhurston, odd, T ippe, 
Wade, Wakeman, Walbr » Waldron, Cadwalader C. 
W iburne, Ettihu R Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wat 


son, Welch, Whitney, Williams, Wood, Woodrull, Wood- 
worth, and Zollicofler—110 


So a call of the House was refused. 

Mr. MACE (when his name was called) said: 

have paired off for the day with the 
rom Kentucky, [Mr. Unperwoop.] 

Mr. BOYCE. 1 beg leave to off 


ventieman 


I 
f 


r the resolution 


I send to the Clerk’s tabl , and upon it I move 
the pr vious question, 

ry . ' . 

Ihe resolution was read. as follows: 


Whereas our relations with Great Britain are of the most 





threatening character, indicating that w may be upon the 
eve of the most startling event und whe is it is the im 
perat duty of the House, at this juncture of imminent 
p I, not to abdicate its great n n,. but to fulfll it by 
organizing, if possible, up cha basi 2 Will give peace 
to our distracted country, and ble it to presentan undi 
vided front to the common « i ieretore, 

Resolved, That the conserva nents of this Hover 
should unite ina sincere effort to etect a Speaker, who will 
represent the great ideas of peace for ourselves and the 
sword for the stranger. 


The previous question was 
Mr. MORGAN. 
upon the table, 
Mr. FLORENCE. Upon that motion I de- 
mand the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were 


Mr. STEPHENS. 1 


conde d. 


I move to lay the re solution 


refused. 


propose _ before the 
question is put, that the gentleman who offered 
the resolution be permitted to state to the Liouse 
the facts upon which he makes the announce- 


ment contained in the ré 
The CLERK. If there be no obje: 
rentieman from South Carolina ean do s 
Mr. STEPHENS. 
aw 


ion. 


tion, the 


If we are upor 


ir, I desire to s iy I know nothu about it. 


Objection was m ide by several members, and 
leave was consequently refused. 

The que stion was the n put unon the motion of 
Mr. Morean; and it was decided in the aflirma- 
tive. 

So the resolution was laid unon the table. 

Mr. BOYCE. Teall for the yeas and navs 
upon the motion to lay upon the table. * 


The CLERK. The yeas and nays were re- 


fused, yet the Clerk thinks the call is in order. 
Mr. CRAIGE. I appeal from that decision 
of the Clerk, as he had announced the decision 
of the question before the call was made. 
The CLERK. The Clerk, on reflection, thinks 


he was in error in holding the call for the yeas 
and nays in order, and he now rules it 
order, as the yeas and nays hav just be 
upon the same motion. — ‘ 
PROPOSITION 
Mr. TYSON. 
tions: 
Resolved, That the candidate for Speake 
any time hereafter receive the 


out of 


n refused 


FOR ORGANIZATION. 
1 offer the following resolu- 


rwho shall at 
highest number of vot 
a quorum of members, though it be less than 
the whole number of votes polled, sh 
Speaker of the Thirty-Fourth Congress, provided that he and 
each of the other candidates shall have the appointment of 
the standing committees in proportion to the number of 
votes respectively received by each; but that no 
whose vote shall be less than twenty-five 
to any Appointment under this resolution. 

Resolved, That the officiating clerk shall compute 
assign to the respective candidates the 
bers they may be severally entitled to appo 


‘strom 
Limajority of 


ull be duly declared 


eandidnt 
shall be enttied 

and 
nurober of mem 
at under the 


foregoing resolution ; provided, however, that his decisions 
shall be open to appeal. 


Mr. MILLER, of Indiana. 
resolutions on the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 
RESOLUTION PROHIBITING DEBATE. 
Mr. McMULLIN. I move thatthe 
introduced the other day by the gentleman from 
North Carolina, [Mr. Criineman,] precluding 
debate for one week, be rescinded; and on that 
motion I call for the yeas and nays. 
Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 
lay the motion to rescind on the table. 
The motion was agreed to. 
VOTES FOR SPEAKER. 
The House then proceeded to vote the one 
hundred and nineteenth time for Speaker, with 
the following result: Whole num votes 
cast, 195; necessary to a choice, 98; of which— 
Nathaniel P. Banks received. ..............6++ wee 
Wrikiinme A, MiGRORGGOM bc ccccccccccccs cccccsvess 6/ 


I move to lay the 


resolution 


I move to 


wer of 


“s- 








Henrv M. FPuller......-eeceeecceee seutdudens oeont 20 

Le Lb. Ca ‘ bd bd 006688 006s OF6 00s Chdd S008 » 

A niler ¢ Vy. VPennn hadeoboas eo e66d6008628 i 

i POTTCT ccc ewe eee en eee ee eeeeee ee i 

i WUT. ccecccee eons j 

alo « 

"j pWill i i vote in deta 

I Banks — Me \ Allison, Barbour 
i i | i lb irst i i i i ' 
j | iw, Brent Huth mo, Burk uue, | i 
j). ( up Ch ( ‘ mn Loved 
Cra Cumba i) i. Tin bray Day, Dean 
De Wat, D hi Dodd, Durtee, Edie, Rarie, Guid 
dings. Gilbert. Granger, Grow, Ha Holloway, Thomas 
Kk. Horton, Valenu i. (orton, tloward, flughston, Kel 
« I Knapp. t i mwiton, Knox, Leiter, Ma 

i vl i i Miller, Morgan, MM 

‘I \ N i \ w Oliver, Parker, Pelton, 
Ve .. Fa Pringle, Pu ianee, Ritchie, Robbins, Sab 
Skyy Siscruia ner, Stanton, Siu hi 
"Tapp Thora Phurston, J lo i \ 
Wakeman, VV nee >. a iron, Cadwalader ¢ Wi 
burne, i im DB. Wa burne, Israel Wa burn, Watson 
Welch, Wood, VW ruil, and Woodworth 

i Vr. Richardson vi ! Aiken, Allen, B lay 
Bark-dale, Bell, Hendley 8. Bennett, Bocock, Bow 
Be . Burnett, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, Cin ’ 
Howell Co Wilham-on R. W. Cobb, Craige, David 
Dowdell, Edinundson, Blliott, English, Faulkner, blo 
i ie J.D. Puller, Goode, Greenwood, Sam nWw 


| Piomeas L,. Harris, Herbert, Houston, Jewett, Geo 
W . dou I. Glaney Jones, Kelly, Kadw .Leteher, Lit 
kin, Samuel S. Marshall, Maxwell, MeSiulling MeQltu 
Snooth Miller, Milison, Mordecai Oliver, Over, Peck, Ph 
Powell, Quitman, Ratiin, Rust. Sandid Say , Samuel 
A. Su on Smith, Step Stewart, Talbo i 
lor, VW Watkins. Wells, Williams, Winslow, Daniel 
bb. Wright, and Jolin V. Wrote 

I Mr. Fulles lessrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, Car 
lile, Bayard Clark, Cox, Cullen, Henry Wuint Day 
Etheridge, Bustis, Evans, Foster, Hoffman, Kennett, La 
Lindley, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, 
Va , Porter, Reade, Ready, Rieaud, W im R. Smith, 
Sneed, Swope, Trippe, Valk, Walker, Witney, and Zo 
hicotter 


or Mr. Camphell—Messrs. Dunn, Edwards, Harrison, 


Moore, and Seott 
kor Mr. Pennington Mr. Haven 
For Mr. Porter—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 
kor Mr. Shorter—Mr. Richardson 
Pendu 9 the call of the roll, 
Mr. FLORENCE said: 


It is proper for me to 
Puryear paired 
Hau, of Massa 
I was charged before with 
of this to the House, but | forgot it. 
announced that his colleague, Mr. 
had paired off with other 
. PEARCE. 


say to the tlouse, that Mr. oil, 
soine days ago, with Mr. 

Bets. L believe that 
riving notice 
~ He also 


Hu KMAN, 


leacue, Mr 


The Elouse eae eded to vote the one hundred 
and twentieth time for Speaker, with the follow 


W hole 


“hu- 


his col- 


ing result: number of votes cast, 194 

necessary to a choice, 98; of which— 
Nath el P. Ban FOCCIVET ..ccceccccs 91 
Willian A. RicMardsOn ..ccccccccccccccecsscvcses 64 
ET DLC PU cdcian senate dec caacetn ; 
Lewis LD. Campbell ccc cccnccscccecssnccescccscccees + 
Ales d ‘ I Pen TIO eee meee eee teem eens 2 
4, lirist I Pi cbse veonbtes uses TrEETiTiLiT yt l 
Wiliam Aiixe cdsishdbca oe saodiaude eas bhendeeses & 


Ihe wing is the vote in detail: 

For M Bai Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, 
Heary Bennett, Bensoa, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Brad w, Brenton, Bufllugton, Burlingame, Lewis 
ji. ¢ unpbell, Chau , Claw n, Collax, Comins, Covod 
Cra Cumback, Damreli, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, 
De Wut, Dick, Dicek@on, Dodd, 


Duriee, Edie, Emre, Gid 
dings. Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Hartan, Hotioway, Thom 
K. Horton, Valentin b. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kel 
Ri King, Knapp, Kuight, Knowlton, Knox, Leiter, Mat 
1 


, MeCartv. Meacham, Killian Miil Morgan, Morrill. 
4 
\ 


hott, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, 
Pout, Pike, Pringle, Purvianee, Ritehie, Robbins, 8 
Sapp, Sherman, SiuMons, Spiiter, Stanton, Htrananan, 
‘Tappan, Thonngton, Thr ton, Todd, Ty son, Wad 
Wakeman, W widge, Waldron, Cadwalader C. Wasi 
bu Mihhu B. Washburne, Israel Wastiburn, Watson, 


Wi n, Wood, Woodrutt, d Woodworth 
i M Richardson — Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 


larksdale, Bell, Hendley 8S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Bo 


; ul, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, Howell 
iHiamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, Davidson, Dowdel 


dimundson, Ethiott, English, F 
D. Fuller, Goode, Gre 


aulkner, Florence 
‘wood, Sampson W. 
Thomas L.. Llarris, Herbert, Houston, Jewett, George W 
Jones, J. Glanev Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, Letch 
Samuel S. Marshall. Maxwell, MeMullin, McQueen, 
N i Oliver, Orr, Peck, Phelps, Powell, 
, Sandidge, Savage, Samuel A. Smith, 
William Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, War 
ner, Watkins, Wells, Williams, Winslow, Daniel B. 
Vright, and John V. Wright 

For Mr. Fuller—Messrs, Broom, John P. Campbell, Car 
lile, Bayard Clark, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Eth 
eridge, Evans, F . Hoffman, Kennett, Lake, 


Smith 
ati ; 
ler, JMintleon, Viordes 


i 
Quitman, Ruffin, Rust 


Oster 


Reade, Ready, Ricaud, Wilham R. 
Valk, Walker, Whitney, 

For Mr. Campl 
and Scott. 


Smith, 
and Zollicoffer. 
ell——Messrs. Edwards, Harrison, Moore, 


Swope, Trippe, 


Thomas 
Harris, 


r, Lumpkin, 


Lindley, | 
Alexander K. Marshali, Humphrey Marshall, Paine, Porter, | 
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ww Mr. Penningeton—Messrs. Dunn 


I and Haven. 
For Mr. Porter—M1 
f 


Henry M. Fuller. 


Mr. diken—Mr. Riclhiardson 

[Cries of ** Call the roll!’’] 

‘I i Hon e the pro eded to vote the one 
hundred and twenty-first ime for Speaker, wit] 
the following result: Whole number of votes 
cast, 195; necessary to a choice, 98; of which— 

Nathaniel P. Banks received ........ Sdvecesedss os BI 

William A. Richardson .....cccsecccccecs weed eves Gs 

PEGREY Ms PUUOr «otis 0000 0% c0dacesees (osakieawee 29 

I b Camwell -vcces seudus ovccceecsvees Leon. a 


Jam ( CM ecccccccsesvseces eeccceee eeeeensese 

Do tl was no choice 

The following is the vote in detail: 

For Mr. Banks — Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bishop, 
Bliss, Bradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, Lewis 
bb. Campbell, Chatlee, Clawson, Colfax, Comins, Covode, 
Cragin, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, 
De Witt, Dick, Dickson, Dodd, Durtee, Edie, Emrie, Gid 
dings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas 
RK. Llorton, Valentine B. Horton, tloward, Hughston, Kel 

. King, Knapp, Knight, Knowiton, Knox, Leiter, Mat 

n, McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, 
Mott, Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, 
Pett, Pike, Pringle, Purvianee, Ritehi Robbins, Sabin, 
Sapp, Shi mn, Sinmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, 


! Tiree, 
man, Walbridge "W aldron, ¢ 


ihhu B. Washburne, tf 


TM,’ Wade.Wake 
rdiwaliader C. Washburne, 
shburnu, Watson, Welch, 


tyson, 


sracl Wa 


mul, Woodrutl, and Woodworth. 

For Mr. Richardson—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barclay, 
Barksdal Bell, Hendley &. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, 
Boyee, Burnett, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, Clingman, 
Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craige, Davidson, 
Dowdell, Edmundson, Elliott, English, Faulkner, Florence, 


Thomas J. D. Fuller, Goode. Greenwood, 


Sampson W. 


Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Herbert, Houston, Jewett, 
George W. Jones, J. Giancy Jones, Kelly, Kidwell, Letcher, 
Lumpkin, Samuel Ss. Marsh Maxwell, MeMuilin, Me 
Queen, Smith Miller, Millson, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Peck, 


Phelps, Powell, Quitman 


Samuel A. Smith, Will 


, Ruthin, Rust, 
m Smith, St 


Sandidge, Savage, 
phens, Stewart, Tal 


bott, Taylor, Warner, Watkins, Wells, Williams, Winslow, 
Daniel B. Wright, and John V. Wright. 

For Mr. -Messrs. Broom, John P. Campbell, Car- 
lile, Bayard Clark, Cox, Cullen, Henry Winter Davis, Eth 


eridge, Eustis, Evans, Foster, Hot 
Lindley, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, 
Paine, Porter, Reade, Ready, Ricand, William R. Smith, 
Swope, Trippe, Valk, Walker, Whitney, and Zollicoffer. 


man, Kennett, Lake, 


For Mr. ¢ li—Messrs. Dunn, Edwards, darrison, 
Moore, and Scott 

For Mr. Pennineton—Mr. Haven. 

For Mr. Porter—Mr. Henry M. Fuller. 

Fo Richardson. 


i 

Mr. <illen—Mr 
} 
4 


Cc il} of the roll 


ily 


nding the 
Mr. COVODE stated that 
paired off with Mr. Branen. 
Mr. ZOLLICOFFER. I move that the House 
do now adjourn. 


“ 
Mr. Kune had 


and thereu 


}the bic 


on 
oO ¢ciocce 


a - } 
he motion was agreed to: 


pon (at 
use adjourned 


K, m. 


five minute spasttw 00’eclock 
until to-morrow at twelve 


HOUSE OF REPRESED 


NTATIVES. 
W EDNESDAY, January 23. 
The House was called to ore 


twelve o’clock, m. 


L856. 


r r by the Clerk at 


lof yesterday was read and approved. 
ITHDRAWAL OF MR. RICHARDSON. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Clerk, isk the 

upanimous consent of the Hlouse to submit some 

remarks in the nature of a personal explanation, 


which will not, [am sure, consume ten minutes 
of tim 
The CLERK. Is there any objection to the 
ntleman from Hlineis proceeding with his per- 


sonal explanation? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. Clerk, I desire to 
announce to this House and the country that after 
to-day my name will be unco nditionally with- 
drawn from the pending canvass for the 
ship. I 
friends 


speaker- 
announce the 


and those who have 
determin 


voted for me here- 


totore 


may what, under the circum- | 
stances, it Is their duty todo. I have been sens- | 
ible, as I have no doubt the country has, that | 


no contingency could happen 
Speaker’s chair. Sir, 1 have never desired an 
election. Sull, it is with pleasure and pride that, 
without hope, my friends have stood firm and 
immovable in this protracted contest. This mani- 
festation of their confidence, so often expressed, 
is more valued by me than an election could be. 
It is said to be an exhibition of the highest hero- 
ism to lead up troops to a fire which they cannot 
return, and in a fight where there is no hope of 


| to retire. 


with the 


fact in advance, that my | 


to place me in the | 





January 23. 


victory. ‘ie we have presented the evidences ; 
our politieal friends that there was no hope ¢.. 
success, When we have marched one hund, 
twenty-two up to the fire of 
our one; and while we have 
they are not victorious. 

Mr. Clerk, Lam sincerely desirous to 
House organized. It has been intimated hey 
elsewhere that my name stood in the way of ji. 
organization. I desire to relieve the House. } 
an unconditional withdrawal of my name. G 
tlemen who have acted with me will bear tos, 
mony to the declaration, that the position [ hay 
occupied is not of my own seeking; that it j 
from which I have again and again endeayo) 
They have seen fit to continue y 
the position whe re they placed me at the bee 
ning of this Congress. 
hope that by this announcement may ey 


ed a 


times a foe ty 


Wi ft 


not won the fy 


session of In the y 


so far as I can, the House to organize, and p 
ceed to the discharge of the and SS Whir 
impos don it, I have deemed it my duty to 
mit these rem arks. I hope this course may 
to a speedy organization. I fear that discord y 
still reign in this Hall, and that history wi 
record the fact as an evide nce az ainst our abl 
for self-government. 
PRAYERS FOR THE HOUSE. 

Mr. DOWDELL. Mr. Clerk, 
lowing resolution, and on its 
previous question: 

Whereas, the people of these United States, from their 
earliest history to the present time, have been led by 
hand of a kind Providence, and are indebted for the cow 
less rien sg of the past and present, and depen 
continued prosperity in the future on Almighty God 
Whereas the great vital and conservative elementin our sy 
tem is the belief of our people in the pure doctrines 
truths of the gospel of Jesus Christ, it emine 
becomes the Representatives of a people so highly tavi 
to acknowledge in the most public manner their revere; 
tor God: Therefore. 

Resolved, First, that the daily sessions of this House 
opened with prayer; and 

Second, That the ministers of the gospel in this city 
hereby requested to attend, and alternately pertorm this 
solemn duty 


Mr. WAKEMAN. 


previous que 


I offer the fo} 
adoption call for 


divine 


I second the call for the 
‘stion. 

The maim question was ordered to be now put 

Mr. STEPHENS. I vote against 
tion, because I do not think we can do anything 
in the way of business before we organize. 

Mr. SIMMONS. Weean do thisas well with- 
out an organization as with it. 

Mr. ELLIOTT. We need not go out of the 
House for religious consolation; there 
isters of the gospel enough in our midst to do: 
our praying. 

The CLERK. The ayes seem to have it. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I call for a divis- 
ion. 

The question was taken; and the resolution was 
adopted, there being on a division—ayes 4, F 
noes 39. i 


the resolu- 


are m 





VOTE FOR SPEAKER. 
The House then proceeded to vote the one 
hundred and twenty-second time for Speaker, 
following result: Whole number of 





votes cast, 194; necessary to a choice, 9S; of 
which— 
N coranced P. Banks received occ cccccccccsescees %) 
VV iiidee A. RIGHOTOROR «000 cic fv tees Castes cbee'ee ua @ 
Henry M. Fuller TEITETEE CURE TT ee cue 


Lewis D. Camphell...c..ccccccccccccscescccssess & 
Alexander C. M. Pennington.......ccecesesseceess 

GU CHINe POO ois 60th as ci cececd cecowecescaccesse 1 
Seaeress WORD. isc dsc t Prades coun 
John Williams.......e+ 


sie RadeeeeeeTavenesins | 
So there was no choice. 
The following is the vote in detail: 


For Mr. Banks—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Ball, Barbour, 
Henry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, 

Sradshaw, Brenton, Buffington, Burlingame, Lewis D- 
Campbe il, Chaffee, Colfax, Comins, Covode, Cragin, Cum 
back, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De Witt, Di 
Dickson, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Emrie, Giddings, Gilbert, 
Granger, Grow, Harlan, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, 
Valentine B. Horton, Howard, Hughston, Kelsey, King, 
Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, 
McCarty, Meacham, Killian Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, 
Nichols, Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pett, 
Pike, Pringle, Purviance, Ritchie, Robbins, Sabin, Sapp, 
Sherman, Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappe®, 
Thorington, Thurston, Todd, Wade, Wakeman, Walbridge 
Waldron, Cadwalader C. Ww ashburne, Ellihu B. Wasl- 
burne, Israel Washburn, Watson, W elch, Wood, Wood- 
ruff, and Woodworth. 

For Mr. Richardson — Messrs. Aiken, Allen, 
Barksdale, Hendiey S. Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, 
Burnett, Cadwalader, Caruthers, Caskie, 


Barclay, 
Boyce, 


Clingman, How- 








1856. 


wwbb. Williamson R. W. Cobb, Craig, Davidson, Dow 


ell ( wundson, Eliott, English, Faulkner, Florence, 
a D). Fuller, Goode, Greenwood, Sampson W. 

: { ' L. Harris, Herbert, Houston, Jewett, 
fh W\ Jor Kelly. Kidwell, Letcher, Lumpkin, 
ts = Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, McQueen, Mill 
- Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Peck, Phelps, Powell, 
§ _ Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Samuel A. 

“ Wi ) Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Talbott, Taylor, 

“ Watkins, Wells, Williams, Winslow, Daniel B. 

- ind John V. Wright. 

Wi a a er—M« Broom, John P. Campbell, Car 

Cox, Cullen, Heary Winter Davis, Etheridge, Eustis, 

I Foster, J. Morrison Harris, Hoffman, Kennett, 
| Lindley, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Mar 
Millward, Paine, Porter, Reade, Ready, Rieaud, Wil 

; h. Smith, Swope, Trippe, Valk, Walker, Whitney, 

follicofier 
For Mr. Campbell—Messrs. Dunn, Edwards, Harrison, 


Moore, ind Scott. 

: r Mr. Penningt n—Mr. Haven. 
Mr. Porter Mr. nry M. Fuller, 
Wr. Cobb—Mr. Richardson. 


Mr, Williams—Mr. Wheeler. 

Pending the call of the roll, 

\fr. BISHOP stated (when his name was called) 
shat. under a conditional arrangement with Mr. 
Bayarp CLark, he would not vote this time. 

Mr. CLAWSON (when his name was called) 
stated that he had, for this day, paired off with 
Mr. BELL. 

INVITATION TO CANDIDATES TO WITHDRAW. 


f. Mr. RUST. Inow renew the resolution which 
| offered on Saturday, with certain modifications, 
n | have modified the resolution by inserting the 
words “‘after to-day,’’ and also by striking out 
1 . 7 - - 
the name of Mr. Pennineton, as, upon examin- 
ing tne record, I M frered that he was not a can- 
didate at the time I offered the resolution, but was 
only receiving one or two votes. 
The resolution as modified was read, as follows: 
t Whereas. one hundred and twenty-two ineffectual efforts 
to elect a Speaker, in which the votes have been divided 
ng Mr. Banks, Mr. RicuHarpsox, and Mr. Fuuver, 
must have made it manifest to those gentlemen and this 
Congress that neither of them is the choice of a majority 
of the members of this House for its presiding officer, and 
that a longer persistence on the part of their respective 
nds in urging their names for this office will only delay 
the organization of this House, and thereby prevent imme 
liate legislation, When the common interests of the whole 
country require it: Therefore, 
d, That it is the sense of this House that Messrs. 
Banks, Ricuarpson, and FULver, by withdrawing their 
ind forbidding their eandidates for the 
speakership, after to-day, would remove certain and insur 





Kesolve 
nN 


use as 








mountable obstacles to its-organization, and that the public 
interests would be greatly promoted by their doing so. 
Wi 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Mr. Clerk, I 
f think that resolution had better be laid upon the 
min- table; and I make that motion. 
Ln Mr. RUST. I eall for the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
, The question was taken; and it was decided in 
is the negattve—yeas 96, nays 97; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Albright, Allison, Barbour, Barclay,Hen- 
a ry Bennett, Benson, Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Brad 
a shaw, Brenton, Buflington, Burlingame, Lewis D.Campbell, 
3 4 Chaflee, Williamson KR. W. Cobb, Colfax, Comins, Covode, 
Cragin, Craige, Cumback, Damrell, Timothy Davis, Day, 
Dean, De Witt, Diek, Dickson, Dodd, Durtee, Edie, Emrie, 
English. Giddings, Gilbert, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Hollo 
e ¢ way, Thomas R. Horton, Valenune B. Horton, Howard, 
«| Hughston, Jewett, Kelsey, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowi 
Tia ton, Knox, Leiter, Mace, Matteson, McCarty, Meacham, 
er OF Killian Miller, Sinith Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott,Nichols, 
5; ol | Norton, Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pettit, Pike, Prin 
tle, Purvianee, Ritchie, Robbins, Sabin, Sapp, Sherman, 
.. 9 Simmons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, Thoring 
i tou, Thurston, Todd, Tyson, Wade, Wakeman, Wailbridge, 
a Waldron, Cadwalader C. Washburne, Etlihu B. Wash 
2... burne, Israel Washburn, Watson, Weich,Wood,W oodruff, 
] a i W mod worth—3o. 
1 NAYS—Messrs. Aiken, Allen, Barksdale, Hendley S. 
4 Bennett, Bocock, Bowie, Boyce, Broom, Burnett, Cadwal 
on ader, John P. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Caskie, Cling 
man, Howell Cobb, Cox, Cullen, Davidson, Henry Winter 
Davis, Dowdell, Dunn, Edmundson, Edwards, Elliott. Eth- 
eruge, Eustis, Evans, Fauikner, Florence, Foster, Henry 
oe M. Fuller, Thomas J. D. Fuller. Goode, Greenwood, J. Mor 
ray “seg ’ nson Harris, Sampson W. Harris, Thomas L. Harris, Har- 
’ Bis, » "son, Haven, Herbert, Hoffman, Houston, George W. 
wis } Jones, Kelly, Kennett, Kidwell, Lake, Letcher, Lindley, 
" Di S Lumpkin, Alexander K. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, 
aeons » “ainuel 8. Marshall, Maxwell, MeMullin, McQueen, Mill- 
= on, Millward, Moore, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Paine, 
a reck, 


lardson, Ruffin, Rust, Sandidge, Savage, Scott, Samuel 
A. Smith, William R. Smith, Stephens, Stewart, Swope, 

ott, Taylor, Trippe, Valk, Walker, Warner, Watkins, 
Wheeler, Whitney, Williams, Winslow, Daniel B. 
Wright, John V. Wright, and Zollicoffer—97. 


—» ‘So the House refused to lay the resolution 


upon the table. 
Mr. RUST. I now move the previous ques- 


“Uli, 





UW 


Che previous question was seconded. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I ask for 






Phelps, Porter, Quitman, Reade, Ready, Ricaud, | 


the yeas and nays on ordering the main question 
to be now put. 
The yeas and nays wert 
Mr. COBB, of Geoi 
effect if the mai 
now put? 
morrow ? 


ordered. 
ria. W iat will he t} 


question i8 not ordered to t 


Will the resolution fo over until to- 


The CLERK. The Clerk so understands it 
Mr. COBB. Well, I shall vote agai 
ing the mam question to be now put. ‘| 
postpone the 
what | want. 

Mr. RUST. 
to-morrow. 

The question was then taken; and it was de- 
cided in the negative—yeas 93, nays LOL; as fol- 
lows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Aiken, Albright, Allison, Barclay, Barks 
dale, Hendley 8 ennett, Bowie, Boyer 
Campbell, Lewis D. Campbell, Carlile, Caruthers, Cling 
man, Willi t. W. Cobb, Covode, Cox, Cullen, Dam 
rell, Davidson, Henry Winter Davis, Dick, Dowdell, Dunn, 
Duriee, Edie, Edmundson, Edwards, Etheridge, Bust 
Evans, Faulkner, Foster, Henry M. Fuller, Giddings, 
Greenwood, Sampson W. Harris, Harrison, Haven, Her 
bert, Hoffman, Kelly, Kennett, Lake, Lindley, Alexander 
K. Marshall, Huniphire v Marshall, Maxwell, Millson, Mill 
ward, Moore, Nichols, Mordecai Oliver, Orr, Packer, Paine, 
Peck, Pettit, Porter, Purviance, Quitman, Reade, Ready, 
Ricaud, Rust, Sandidge, Sapp, Savage, Scott, Samuel A. 
Smith, Wilham Smith, William R. Smith, Stephens, Stew 
art, Swope, Talbott, Taylor, Thurston, Todd, Trippe, 


Tyson, Valk, Wade, Walker, Warner, Wheeler, Whitney, 


resolution tll to-morrow, which is 


Why, it will not 


operate until 


rR 
a] 





» Broom, John P. 


inson 


Williams, Winslow, Wood, Daniel B. Wright, John V. 
Wright, and Zollicoffer—93. 
NAYS —Messrs. Allen, Barbour, Henry Bennett, Benson, 


Billinghurst, Bingham, Bliss, Bocock, Bradshaw, Brenton, 
Butiington, Burlingame, Burnett, Cadwalader, 
Chative, Howell Cobb, Colfax, Comins, 
Cumback, Timothy Davis, Day, Dean, De 
Dodd, Elliott, Emrie, English, Florence, Thomas J. D. Ful 
ler, Gilbert, Goode, Granger, Grow, Harlan, Thomas L. 
Harris, Holloway, Thomas R. Horton, Valentine B. Horton, 
Houston, Howard, Hughston, Jewett, George W. Jones, 
Kelsey, Kidwell, King, Knapp, Knight, Knowlton, Knox, 
Leiter, Lumpkin, Mace, Samuel 8S. Marshall, 
Matteson, McCarty, McMullin, McQueen, Meacham, Kil 
lian Miller, Smith Miller, Morgan, Morrill, Mott, Norton, 
Andrew Oliver, Parker, Pelton, Pennington, Phelps, Pike, 
Powell, Pring Ritchie, Ruftin, Sabin, Sherman, Sim 
mons, Spinner, Stanton, Stranahan, Tappan, ‘Thorington, 
Trafton, Wakeman, Walbridge, Waldron, Cadwalader C, 
Washburne, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wat 
kins, Watson, Welch, Wells, Woodruff, and Woodworth 
—ji. 

So the motion was lost. 

Mr. RUST. What is the effect of that? 

The CLERK. The resolution goes over until 
to-morrow. 

Mr. SMITH, of Tennessee. 
House do now adjourn. 

Mr. EDIE. 

The Clerk 
Wruicurt of Tennessee t 


Caskie, 
Cragin, Craige, 
Witt, Dickson, 


Leteher, 





I move that the 


l ask for tellers on that motion. 
Messrs. and 


yact 


appointed pie, 
as tellers. 

ryyy ame Te aa | } 

he question was taken, and the tellers re- 
ported—ay 77, noes 50. 
So the motion 


(at ten 


was agreed to: and thereunon 
two o’clock) the House 
adjourned until to-morrow at 


minutes before 
twelve o’clock, Ith. 
IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, January 24, 1856. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Henry C. Dean. 
The Journal of Monday was read and approved. 
CLAYTON-BULWER TREATY. 

Mr. CLAYTON. -.Mr. President, an import- 
ant paper was received when the Senate was last 
in eX ecutly 
of secrecy was 


session, from which the tion 
1 removed; I therefore move that 
it be taken from the executive and transferred to 
the legislative journal. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. CLAYTON. 
munication be read. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Secretary 
read the message of the President, together with 
the letter of Lord John Russell which it com- 
municated. The letter is as follows: 

Lord John Russell to Mr. Crampton. 


bhyune 


I now move that the com- 


Foreics Orrice, January 19, 1853. 

Sir: In treating of the affairs of Mosquito, [ must, in 
the first place, refer you to a dispatch of Lord Malmesbury 
of the L6th of July, 1852, upon this subject. 

It is evident that since Great Britain first assumed the 
protection and defense of the Mosquito Indians, the posi 
tion of all parties has changed. 

First, Spain, instead of exercising absolute sovereignty 
over Central America, and prohibiting all commerce on the 
coasts under her sway, has entirely lost her dominion over 
the continent from Cape Horn to Florida. 

Secondly, The Mosquito Indians, instead of governing 
their own tribe according to their own customs, furnish a 
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name and tithe to Europeans and Americans who carry on 
trade at Greytown and rt coast of Mosquito, accord 
l rt u of 

Dinrdiv, Gere Bri \ ’ 
t of t M ' 

part « ( \ 
id 
i t \I i i 

1 ’ t ri ier uk WILD Cite prin 
na i Viosquite 

ller Majestv’s Government has, for sev ‘ i 
deavored to suit h engage t ‘ ' 
SLat ! ee > but ev y propos Lthatl been 
with this view has encountered some insup ly batacte 
r tentrons in Central Amenca betwe N 1 1a, 
Costa Riea, and Honduras, the absence ot any autive with 
w ! panent agr ment ld be made, ur mded 
ye uses ofGr th in. and various other cireu es, 
have prevented a settloment of this vexatious question 

In uiformity with the opinions stated in Lord Malmes 
bury’s dispatch of July l6th, to which | have al: 
i lt you, [| have to state that the Committee of Govern 
ment of Greytown are, in fact, the real power which 
exeretses authority in that part of Central America To 


her Majesty 


= Goverument it would be a matter of indi 
ference whether that authonty was exercised in the name 
of the King of Mosquut or im the name of Greytown 
itself; but it is desirable that what is ipparent should be 
made to conform, as far as possible, with what is real. What 
is apparent is, that the King of Mosquito exercises sover 
elgntiy over Greytown ; Whats real is, that he has no au 
thority there whatever, but that a Committee of Buropeans 
and Americans carry on the government at that 


port 


What her Majesty’s Government, therefore 


, would eon 
sider 


1 good and final arrangement would be 

First, That Greytown should be a free and independent 
port, connected with Mosquito by such relations of friend 
ship and alliance as may be agreed upon 
Secondly, That indemnifieation, or equiv 
nt to those laid down in the project of convention of the 
th of April, 1852, shall be assured to Mosquito in rr 
for its withdrawal from its present position in 
Grevtown. 

lhirdiy, That Great Britain and the United States, with 
out guarantving Greytown, should be ready to act 
cert to detend the 


advantages 
ale 


turn 
regard to 


im con 


independence of the free city or port of 
Greytown from whatever quarter it might be attacked 
What is essential and of immediate importance is, that 


the authorities of Greytown should be ready 
either unqualific d independence, with an 
defend Mosquito, or a qualified independence 
giance and support to Mosquito 


For this purpose, some person qualified to treat should 


to a@ssuine 
ment to 
owing alle 


engage 


proceed at once to Greytown Whether a naval officer of 
her Majesty ora civilian would be the fittest person to be 
intrusted with this mission, [ must leave you to decide 

it would be desirable, if the Government of the United 
States should concur in these views, that a new convention, 
in place of the unaccepted project of agreement of April, 
1852, should be proposed and concluded ; and that a person, 


similarly qualified, should be sent by that 
the same time and for the same object 

[ have only further to say that the indemnity to Mosquito 
might possibly not be made in money, but in greater secu 
ity for a certain fixed territory within which the free port 
of Greytown, assisted by her Majesty’s ships of war, might 


Government at 


manage to detend the Musqnuito nation 

The Governor General of Canada, and the authorities in 
other of her Majesty’s North American possessions, hay 
made from time to time agreement omewthat ilar. 
The President of the United States has frequently mad 


ntions with Indians to the like effect 

The peculiarity of this ease is, that certain neighboring 
States deny altogether the independence of Mosquito, and 
the Mos liable every day to. 
territory. We can make 


danger. 


quito nation are 
ipon ther provision 
against thi all that honor and 
humanity require in behalf of the Mosquito nation: but we 
intend to adhere strietly to the treaty of Washington of the 
19th of April, 1850, and not to assume any 
either direct or implied, in Central America. 
Iam, &e., J. RUSSELL. 

Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, I desire to 
move the printing of that communication. I hope 
that the Senate will order that five hundred copi 


W thecuretions 
no complete 


Our poliey is to do 


sovereignty, 


, 


or some other moderate number, in addition to the 
usual quantity, be printed, and that it will be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. I 
shall make such a motion before L sit down; but 
my immediate object is to call the attention of 
the Senate, and of the country, to that letter, 
particularly to the concluding sentence of it, and 
to its whole tone’ and spirit. Tl declaration 
solemnly made by the British Government to 
ours on the 19th day of January, 1853, then 
was, that Great Britain ** intends to adhere strietly 


to the provisions of the treaty ot W ashit rton of 
the 19th April, 1850, and not to assume, directly 


or indirectly, any sovereignty over Central Amer- 
‘s ‘ 7 : ) 1 

Ica. Sir, we could ask no more; that 1s pre- 

cisely what was meant by the treaty: and that is 


the language of one of thosé who was a leading 
man in power at the time when the treaty was 
made. say, sir, that it was under the adminis- 
tration of this gentleman and his friends that the 
treaty with Great Britain, of the 19th April, 
1850, was made; and I put it to all fair me 

whether they who made the treaty with us wert 
not better comp tent to puta fai constru 


it than those who came in afterwards un 


new administration, hostile to that, and were 
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never be lleve d to be friendly to the objects of it. 


True it was, that Lord Palmerston was att 
head of the Foreign Office at the time the treaty 
Ww formed, but his letters were subject tot 
direction of the Premier; he could write noth 
whi Premier did not approve of, no move 
than | then could have written anything of which 
the President of*the United S es did not ap- 
prove Shortly after that letter was written, Lord 
John Russell went out of the Foreign Ojfice, and 
Lord Clarendon came in, and lord Palmerston, 
instead of Lord Aberd r Lord John Russell, 
niood at th jf of t! administration of the 
British Government. From that time, and not 
until then—trom the tn of the change of that 
administration commenced a series of hostile dec- 
larations—d rations entirely subvers oft 
trae mean of the treaty—which at last have 
brought us to the point where we now stand—in 
veril of a rupture with Great Britain. 

Pir lent, need I call the attention of the 
Senate to the difference between the lancuag 
here used and that contained in Lord Clare 
don’s letters to our Minister in London, which 
were lately laid before Conzress? Lord Claren- 
don, acting und r the direction of Viscount Palm- 
erston, the Premicr, takes the position that 
treaty, instead of operating in presenti, 18 to 
operate, so far as relates to the interesis or Great 
Britain, in futuro. Itis, says he, ** prospectiy 
In its operation, ’? the etiect of which us to leave 
them in posse sion of evi ry thi thre y elaine d 
when the treaty was made, while 1t debars 1 
from the aequisition of an acre of ground in the 
whole territory of the Central American Stat 
Directly hostile and antaronistic—a roncly as 
two positions can be—are the letters of Lord 


John Russell, one of the ee sistedin maku 


the treaty, and were understood at the trme to be 
in favor of the tr aty 9 f ory the deelarations of the 
new British Secretary for Foreign r 


Affairs, actin 
1 am 7 . Ds i a me. an 
under a n British Premier, suspected at tl 





i hostile to the 


tir arrancement, now 
yoforming us for the first time that the treaty was 
prospecuve i its operation, and did not either 

reiroact nor act in presenti when it was made. 
Mr. President, the able and admirable State 
uch were submitted by our Minister in 


y ipe rs Wh 
sul don, in Oppo 


ition tothe special pleading and 


pret xts of the British Ministry, have discussed 
the case sufficiently for me. Lam quite satisfied 
to lay the American pretensions before the world 
on the argument between Lord Clarendon and 
Mr. Buchanan. The annals of American diplo- 
ILL J do not exhibit a specimen of stronger, 
cloarer argument than that presented in the last 
dispatch of Mr. Buchanan. It isconclusive. It 
had its effect. What effect? It silenced his 
adversary; and although he may remain in thi 
osition of a man * convinced against his will,” 


itis hardly to be imagined that he was not 


con- 


vineed by that argument. 
Sir, before I proceed further, (and I do not 
urpose to address the Senate at k neth,) let us 
vole at the position which Viscount Palmerston 


occupied sine 

y have been known to us as pub lic men. I 
go back no further to illustrate their char- 
as Statesmen than to the period which 
Lord Clarendon points out in his discussion with 
Mr. Buchanan as the period when she first com- 
menced the assertion of her claims on the ¢ 
tral American coast, to wit: the years of 1838, 
1859, and 1840, instead of which, Mr. Buchanan 
adds 1841. I have no doubt, that on the files of 


an . his friends in England have 
th 
aa 


acter 


“ n- 


the Foreign QOflice there are’ to be found what 
Lord Clarendon states in his letter to Mr. Bu- 
chanan, declarations and assertions of title in 
pertons of Central America made by Great 


Britain in 1838, 1839, and 1840. Her design was 
then formed and fixed; and sinvultaneously with 
that, the same men who, with all the sagacity 
which is so highly characteristic of them, were 
grasping territory on the Mosquito coast, were 
directuung their attention to the east as weil as to 
the we lt was during that very peri i. that 
they commenced and prosecuted their eruel and 
unjust wars against Ailghanistan. It was during 
that very period, too, sir, that the y carried on 
their wars acainst the Belooe hees, and the people 
of Cabul. It was at that very period that they 
seized the fortification and city of Aden, whic h 
controls the Straits of Bab-el-Mandeb, through 

which the waters of the Red Sea run into the 


St. 


Arabian and the Indian Ocean, controlling, by 
that single key of commerce, ail the treasures 
wich how to or from that great rolf by the 
coast of Arabia Felix, the Arabian Dest rt, Be- 
loochistan, and the countri beyend the Indus; 
and, sir, on what pretext—for ex uno disce omnes— 
under what pretext were the izures made at 
Ack n, among? tie Afi rnans, the Be looe} nees, and 
the people of Cabul? Was there a reasonable 
pretext of rht on the part of Great Britain, for 
insta ice, When took : ad seized the fortifica- 
tion that commanded tli if Bab-« l-Man- 
deb? 

Mit. I will not read from an American work to 
disclose the character of Briussh aggression lest 
I should be charged by Enelishmen with having 
taken an unfair authority against them, but 1 
will read a few. sentences from a British work, 
and an able one, Blackwood’s Magazine for the 
vear 1843, which show the grounds and miser- 
able pretexts upon which they seized this town 
and fortification of wa n. On page 4e4 of the 
fifty-third volume Blackwood, for the year 
1843, you find the w Sin subject Mecoasal. The 
writer Say 

‘The process by which we obtained this footing in Arabia 
was strictly in accordance with the maxims of poltey adovi 
ed I then rm of British India, and wiuel they w 
at the same tinne engaged in earrving out,on a far more ex 
tended seale,in Afghanistan. tn both case perhaps trom 
a benevolent anxicty to accommodate our diplomacy to the 


or those with whom we bad to deal— 


"he 


simple 
imp 


primitive idea 
od old rule 
Sufi fie eth them, the 

Theat they sh 
And they should keep who can’— 


plan 


mild iake wno have the power, 











was assumed as the basis of our proceedings ; and though 
the brilliant success, Which for a time attended our piitign 
thropie exertions in the cause ot dorder and civilization 
beyond the Indus, so completciv threw into,the shade the 
nmunor glories of Aden, that this latter aclievement attracted 
scarcely any public attention at the time of lis oecurrence, 
its merits are quite sutlicient to entitle it to a more detailed 


eived inthe 
The author then proceeds to show the modus 
operandi by which Great Britain has extended 
her power and her protectorates over the world, 


notice than if has iiiherto rec 


pages of Maga.”’ 


until she now rules more than one hundred and 
thirty millions of people on the globe. I recom- 
mend to every man who wishes to understand 
that subject to th perusal of this article. After 


showing the utter want of all just pretext for 
attacking the Arabs at Aden, the writer concludes, 
among eae rvations, by saying many things 


I could wish to read, but I am compe led 
to condense what | have to say, an id therefore I 
shall read only a few more After 
informing us that all his statements are taken 
from the official accounts published by order of 
the 


which 


Sentences. 





Government, 





he says: 


. 
‘In whatever point of view we consider the transaction, 


we think it ean scarcely be denied that it reflects little 
ecrecit on the national character for even-handed justice 
and fair dealing. Even if the tact and savoir faire, which 
Cay iain Haines must be admitted to have displayed in an 
eminent degree in the execution of his instructions, bad 
suceeeded in intimidating the Arabs into surrendering the 
place without resi-tance, such a proceeding would have 
amounted to nothing more or less than the appropriation 





of the territory of a Hot strong enough to det md them 


selves, simply because it was situated conveniently for the 
purposes of our Own navigati on; @ ad the ope ‘n force by 
whi h the »scheme was ultimately car ed into effect imparts 


to this act of usurpation a character of violence still more 
to be 1 re ogrette d.*? 


Captain Haines was to Aden 
Lock was to Niearas 
Now, Mr. Presid 
duct that has dist the of the 
British Government in India marks the designs 
and character of the same Government in Central 
America at the same period. ‘Those who didnot 
scruple Aden to control the Straits of 
Bab-el-Mandeb, had no more scruples when they 
came to a much more important strait—to a pas- 
sage more mate nt to commerce than a hundred 
Bab-el-Mandebs. That possession, however—let 
me not atneial vast importance, 
for you observe that British statesmen at that 
period anticipated what is now 
a canal connection between the Mediterranean 
with the Red Sea by the Isthmus of Suez. 
Viewed in this light, the importanee of Aden be- 
comes vastly greater than was ever dreamed of 
by men not bent on controlling the keys of com- 
merce throuchout the world. The same charac- 
teristics mark the seizure of Central America and | 
the colony of oe Bay Islands. More than fifty 
years ago, the s¢ 


what Captain 


7) 





t, the same course of con- 


nenished —— 


to seize 


ii—is one of 
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| them he presses upon the ] 
that under and by virtue of them the British | 


| century between Great Britain and the Mosquito 


| that Chatfield not only recognizes those treaties 
about to oceur— || 
| evidence of the hereditar 


zare of Malta, and the retention |! 





a: anuary 24, 


i 


of it in defiance of the treaty of Amiens, bron 


ona long and desolating war with Fra Ince and: : 
important naval station was never relingn} a. . 
though its occupation caused the ex pendit ° 
rivers of blood. The war with Spain for Gi 
tar was another evidence of the same yr; Paci 
spirit; and now the war with Russia, hay; a 
its object the eventual control of the Bosphorys 
is believed to give proof that the same Policy 
still to be pursued in both hemispheres ~ 
Mr. President, it will be recollected by honor 
able Senators here, and all others who ehoso .. 


observe my humble course in pu ‘DI lie life. 1 7 
was reluctant and slow to believe that ( 
Britain could disgrace herself by such pret 
as are used to circumvent the treaty of I850, 
honorable Senator from Michigan [Mr. Cy. 
understood them better than I did; there , 
others here who understood them; I—and | , 
all here to witness it—l, believing from the d 
laratio ns of the British Munister, Lord Rus: 
himself, that it was impossible pet such a m 
strous construction should ever be yrted t 
is now adopted by the Britis bh? Ministry, did 
repeated occasions, on the floor of the Sen; 
attempt-to vindicate the course that Great Brit 
had pursued, and, in the exercise of that ch 
wluch I trust I shall always exercise towards 
men, | endeavored to show that Great Brit; 
vas not yet dishonored, that she micht r 
those steps which were erroneous, and that evey:. 
ually we must have confidence that she w 
carry out her contract. But, sir, when I hear 
the annual message of the Preside nt of the — 
Sti utes read from your table, my convic 
derwenta totalrevolution. I saw from: the mop- 
strous construction set up that the treaty was to 
be considered as only prospective in its operat 
that we were to be subjected to the same kind 
shuffling and the same or attem 
special pleading which marked the letter of L 
Palmerston-to Castillon, Minister of Nicarae 
on the 16th of July, 1849, and which ind 
marked the correspondence of the British ( 
ernment with all the feeble Central American 
tions during the whole period for which I 
Palmerston had the direction of British 
affairs. 

Sir, if any man wishes to see a spe acl n of 
that kind of writing which I call despic: 
pleading, let him look at the arrogant, overly 
etter written by Lord Palmerston to Cast 
the Minister of Nicaragua, to which I hav 
ferred, and which 1s to be found in Senate d 
ment 75, page 180, communicated by — 
lilimore to the Senate on the 18th of Ju 
I ask the attention of the Senate in this conn 
particularly to thet letter for the purpose of 
trating the duplicity that has marked the co 
of the British Government on this whole 
In the letter of Lord Palmerston to Sefior 
lon he reasons, if it can be called reasoning, 
founding his pretensions .on the tre 
Spain of 1783 and 1786. He considers 
treaties as in full force and effect, and so viewing 
Minister of Ni 



































fore 





matics V 


tectorate was established—an argument which | 
think no other man on earth would use whio i 
read the treaties. 

Again, sir, in a letter written on the 5th of Jan 
uary, 1850, to Mr. Lawrence, our Minister ! 
London, Viscount Palmerston refers expressly! 
a letter written by Frederick Chatfield, a Briusi 
agentin Central America at that time, and say: 
that that letter of Chatfield ** contains a siatem 
of facts showing the nature of the connection Wi 
has existed since the middle of the sevent 



























nation.’? He refers him to that as showing tt 


authority upon which the British Governme! 
has acted, and sends Mr. Lawrence a copy 0! 
Chatfield’s letter, at the close of which you find 
of 1783 and 1786, but says ex cpressly eat the 
monarehy of th Mos- 
quitos is to be found in those treaties of 1753 ant 
1786, which he says ‘the British agents have 
never repudiated, ‘and have constantly recog 
nized.’”? 

Now, what think you, after all that, of this sam 
Viscount Palmerston, standing at the head ot thie 
| British Government, directing ‘the corresponde” 


of Lord Clarendon, and Lord Clarendon writit 


t 
i 











1856. 


ir Minister at London, Mr. Buchanan, stating 


meena nrc 


: hese treaties ** were put an end to by a sub- 
- state of war’? with Spain, which termin- 

ee 1309? Here is a flat contradiction of him- 

7 » himself, which I submit ts nothing less 


raceful to a public Minister. I can use 
r lancuage when I refer to it. Our own 
‘ ver, Mr. Lawrence, was told by Lord Pal- 

, , to rely on the Chatfield statement, which 
ly alleges the validity of those treaties; 


“Lord Palmerston himself, in his letter to 
on. relies on the validity of those treaties 


out: and the acts of the British Parliament 
1217 and in 1819, and the treaties of the Brit- 
‘Government in 1814 and in 1826, had recog- 
vod the same treaties; and then, when pressed 
| in the argument by our Minister in London, 
lis us that the smune treaties were 
he a war with Spain which 
fir back as 1809, and that th 





abrogated 
terminated even so 
v have bee ¢ lead 
y na cen a deat 


Mr. President, I could go on and consume the 
time of the Senate by pointing out other incon- 
sin the arguments and statements of the 
Ministry as monstrous as this, but I for- 
1 only wish now, before I have done, to 
the attention of the Senate to one other sub- 
in this connection. Lord Clarendon con- 
ls with Mr. Buchanan that the principle on 
ech the American and British Governments 
ve always heretofore acted, that by arevolution 
itorial riehts of the mother country, as in 
rease and in the case of the Spanish American 
nies, devolve on the revolted colonies when 
have suecessfully maintained their independ- 
,and that they become virtually the heirs 
ts they have asserted by the declaration 
1 mainte nance of their inde pe ndence, i is not to 
now upheld. He is driven so hard tn the argu- 
hat he denies that proposition; and wha 
ie eflect of the demial? To give his Govern- 
ment, instead of a usufruct, an unlimited right of 
ignty and dominion in Belize. It is further 
to deny the right of Nicaragua and the Central 
American States to the rights which Spain had 
ntry before the revolution of the Span- 
(merican Republics. We all know, as men 
ave read something of the law of nations, 

how little credit is to be g riven to such doctrines 
as his lordship contends 3 for: ; but I desire now to 
present still further conclusive evidence of the 
territorial rights of Nicaragua. It would bea little 
» much for me that the British For- 
fice did not contain a copy of the treaty 
which Lam about to read to you. On the 25th day 
1850, Mr. Marcoleta, the Minister of 








} cou 


to suppose 
ri 


of Juiv, 


Nicaragua, cone lude d with Sp un a treaty which 
to Nicaragua all the rights which Spain ever 
lin the whole country between the Pacific and 
Carribean Sea, 
Mir. CASS. What is the date of that treaty. 
.CLAYTON. The 25th of July, 1850;and 
tlemen wish to know how I obtained it, I 
will state that I had it from Mr. Marcoleta him- 
: 


| now present it before the Senate in his 

n handwriting in Spanish, with an English 
nsiation. As I know of no other way of 
putting iton record, [ will read that part of the 
y which eedes the whole territory to Nica- 
1, So that Senators may judge of the candor 
vy British Minister who shall hereafter over- 
k this treaty, and contend that Nicaragua has 
territorial rights which Spain had, 
they had not devolved on her by the 
volution. “Here is the paper: 
Extract of a treaty between Spain and Nicaragua, signed on 
the 2oth day of July, 1850, by the Ma quis of EF Adal, Sec- 
ry of State of her Catholic Majesty, and Mr. Marco- 
Minister Plenipotentiary from Nicaerazua; ratified 
on the 2st of March, 1851. 

Articuto Prmero. ARTICLE First. 
Su Majestad Catolica, us- He r Catholic Majesty 


ando de la ultad que le making use of the fac ulties 8 
!decretodelas belonging to her, from the 








ol the 


nae 
ut 











pete por 


‘ + Generales del reino, decree of the Cortes General 

'de Diciembre, de 1836, of the kingdom, of the 4th 
reuimeia para siempre, del of December, 1835, renoun- 
I )inas formal ysolemne, ces for ever, for herself and 
por si ¥ sus sucesores.la so- for her successors, the sover. 

— t, derechos y acciones eignty, rights, and actions 
, ‘4 corresponden sobre el which belong to her over the 
‘“rritorio Americano situado Arnerican territory situated 
am * ©: mar Atlantico yel between the Atlantic and 


iNeo, con sus islas adya- 
“entes conocido antes bazo 

+ denominacion de Provin- 
ea de Nicaragua, hoy Re- 


Pacific seas, with the adja- 
cent islands, known before 
under the name of the Prov- 
ince of Nicaragua, now the 


| publica del 
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mismo nombre, Republic of the same 
y sobre los demas territorios and over the 
que se habiesen incorporado — ries which 


a dicha Republica. 


name, 
other territo 
had been ince 
porated in the said Republic. 
ARTICULO Secv 
En consecuencia, su 
jestad Catolica ree 
como nacion lib: 


NDO. Ar 
Ma- In cor 
onoece  tholic 





LE Seconp. 
quenee, Her Ca 
=f recognizes 
, sooerana as a free, independent, and 
é independi &laRepub- sovereign natic 
lica de Nicaragua con todos lic of Nicaragua, toeether 
los territorios que la pert with all the territories which 
necen de mer & mar. beiong to her from sea to 
en lo sucesior la pertenecie- sea, and the territories which 
ren. may, om the tuture, 
Lo her. 





ente nthe Repub 


o que 





) 
poiong 


And now, sir, I dismiss the subject of this let- 

ter of Lord Russell with this single remark. In 
a note of Mr. Buchanan to Mr. Marcy, of the 
16th February, 1855, he Says: : 
* From a conversation which [ casualty had with Lord 
Aberdeen, on the day before the vote against his ministry in 
the House of Commons, | was continued in the belief that 
the Ce niral American question would have been setiled had 
he remained in power a tew weeks longer.” 


“he let te rof Lord Russi 
the sentiments ef Lord 


ll of course expressed 
Aberdeen, who was the 
Premier at the time it was written: and we there- 
fore know that question would have been 
settled on the prince ‘iples stated in that letter, 
without attempt to confine the treaty to a 
prospective operation, if Viscount Palmerston 
had not, most unfortunately for all parties, then 
come into power to renew his ra pacious policy, 
utter disregard of treaty cations. While = 
remains at the head of the British Government, 
itis impossible this question can ever be settled 
amicably between the two nations. 

Mr. ¢ ASS. Mr. Pre sident, Le: ame here to-da Ly 
desirous toexpress my sentiments upon this sub- 
ject in the event of its be ing called up by the hon- 
orable from Delaware, and I am prepared 
but I have been somewhat of an invalid 
lately, and am afraid I shall not be able to stand 
up long enough to myself as fully as I 
wish. I will, therefore, yield the floor to any 
ventleman who desires to sa y any thing upon this 
subject; or, if there is none who entertains such 
a wish, I will move a postponement of the 
tion until Monday. when I trust the Senate 
allow me to proceed. Bs Agreed, agreed !’’] 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, is it the desire 
of the Senator from Michigan to pursue a debate 
on the motion which was made by the 
from Delaware? His motion, if I understand it 
aright,is to refer the letter of. Lord John Russell 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. CLAYTON. I design to move not only 
that, but also to print the paper for the use of the 
Senate, and five hundred extra e+ 

Mr. MASON, I 
sir, IN expressing an 
to be contrary 


the 


any 


obli: 


Senator 


to do SO: 


express 


ques- 


will 


Senator 


pies. 
have very great diffidence, 
opinion which wou 
to the views entertained by honor- 
who are not only olde ry but 


ld seem 


all} “Teton 
apie Senators 


betu 


warfare thai 


rsoidtier 


sinp ilam; 
but | would submit to them that it would seem, 
for ve ry many r ‘ that a debate 
questions Inv ‘ved in the 
pursue d by the itor from Delaware, 
is just now not exactly appropriate, 
condition of the 
the country. 
no Congress of the United Stat 
thought it was informally agreed 
that, until there should be a Coneress in session, 
all questions referable to Congress should be 
avoided by the Senate in its independentcharacter. 

Now, in reference to this particular question, 
I would say that it is a matter pending in ne- 
gotiation between the United States and the 
Government of Great Britain. We have been in- 
formed by the President, in his annual message, 
informally sent to the two Houses, that.the ques- 
tions involved betw ‘en the two countries are vet 
pending, and there is no reason to suppose, trust- 
ing, as we are bound to trust, to the and 
eqod faith of foreirn nations, both of which, I 
agree with the honorable Senator, are involved 
in the questions pending between Engiand and 
this country—at least we ought not to anticipate 
that honor and good faith will be violated, and 
that these questions will not be brought to an 
amicable adjustment. Therefore it seems to me 
that any debate which would require or permit 
the Senate to pass an opinion upon the conduct 


rhamentary 
ason upon the 
course of the discussion 
honors ible Pens 
either to the 
conditio: 1 of 


Congress !s not organized; 


question, or to the 


; there is 


and I 


aro 


S in St On: 


some day 


} ° 
MONO? 


| of England, or the views and purposs sof England, 


in reference to the Central American question, 





before there is some definite taken 


action upon 


the subject by the Executive, would be out of 


plac 

It is unnecessary for me to express any opinion 
upon the que stion; | shall refrain from doi 80% 
but if the de rante i >on, a d if | rubie 
Senators shall express themselves upon the sub- 
ject, L shall propose on itscot sion, if Congress 
be not then orga ead, that th 1 it lie 
over at least unuil Congress sha ” oO unezed. 

B ol l co iude, ov \ r, | \ \ i to 
say this much: | have not ( ents 
eco! wy i | t id I Ss m » except 
in Aa very fugitive way in the ney ers of the 
day, for these do ! uN ot n ted 
und laid upon « t vet, so is | have 
read th 1, they wa I ) on irt of 
> r| uid to disrecard | r iv ob 1idhs Wi h 
his country. | vy they show at purpose, 
though I may be misinformed. Vow, her treaty 
obligations, regarding thi question su sted by 
the honorable Senator from: Delawa , are que g- 
tionsof territorial right and territorial jurisdiction 
between Governments just as foreign to us as 


is—the Gove 
England has entered 


England rnments in Central America, 
nto treaty stinulautions with 
this Government, regarding what both Gov 
ments seem to have c 


portant 


erne- 
onsidered as } 
interest to tl 


lie 
iem—the territorial riehts 
ind jurisdictions of the foreign Gov 
Central America. lL need not add my 
to that which | was gratified to hear expressed 
from all quarters of the Senate, that, when 
question is presented to the Senate 

in any tangible form by the Executive, the 
be no difference of 


ernments in 


op nion 


the 
orto Concress 
will 


opinion amonest us as to the 


a incumbent on this Government to hold Eng- 

wn d toa strict perform ince of her enga nents 
with the United States. But, sir, the President 
is to conduct the foreign intercourse of the coun- 
try; and although I am little in the habit of giving 
commendation in advance, lam glad to say that 


in his annual message he has given us every 
that, up to this 
tiations between England and tl 


Ing 1LOns have 


reason to believe period, the nero- 
country attect- 
her mn conduct d 


these quest 
sienal ability on the side of the American Gov- 
ernment. When they ar 
anything should require the interpos 
gress, the people of the 
Con 
lam satisfied, will not be found wanting. 

Mr. SEWARD. Mr. President, while hall 


m Virginia 


tion of Con- 


country Wlil reauire 


rresstootler that Interposition, al dCo “ress 


coneur with the honorable Senator {i 


in the desire which he expres $s, that this de- 
bate may be postponed until NM lay, or until 
the organization of the House of Representa- 
tives, | deem it proper to guard t ing 
supposed to agree with him alto wer in the 
views which he takes of the position of t! ques- 
tion and of the condition of C ! 

As | understand tl position of the question 
it is this: our case—the American ¢a » this 
controversy has been fully stated by our Govern- 
ment to Great Britain, and an explicit dea d 


has been made unon that Government t l 
the treaty of 1850 by d gti} from the vio m 
of itin Central America. This statement of out 
case, so full, perfect, and therefore able, has been 
fully answered, as | understand, by t British 
Government, and our explicit demand |} en- 
countere 1 an egually ex ylicit deniai. ine Presi- 
dent of the U nited States ha nt to 1 a mes- 
sare,in which he presents the condition of the 
question in just that shape. Itisnow, therefore, 
the duty of Coneres ; to review the mm ions of 
the two Governme: ts, and to determine what 
shall be done. I think there ought to be no un- 
ne iry delay, because unnes ury delay is 
indecision, and indecision often loses a good 
cau wlule d eision as often wins bad on 8. 
There fore, I think th Lt, unless we hall have some 
intimation from the P ident of a change in the 
position of t question, the time has come for 
Congress to act upon it On the other hand, Il 


] “ - : 
agree that sity ior acting upon it 


ent 


there is 
or discussing it 
the Br 
of the 


no nee 
at the pr moment, because 
itish Government is already well informed 
position of the Executive on the question, 
and also of what ha already transpired here ia 
the Senate. All this is pro ably 

the British Parliament and the British people. 
It will show them that there is a un 
on this side of the 


now kno fn to 


ited peopie 


{ riminn d 


1 ? 
Aulantic who are d 
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to maintain and fulfill that treaty, and to exact 


from Great Britain that she shall maintain and 
fulfill it also We stand, therefore, well enough; 
we cannot improve our position, 

[ do note rree with the honorable S¢ nator that 
there is no Conger here. I think the Conere 
of the United States is bodily and spiritually pres- 
ent, competent to « rei “all its functions It 
is true the other Elouse ts not yet or ranized, but 
that 1 “a matter—a temporary inconventence— 
which, while it makes d lay, does not prevent 
t} Hlouse from trai ‘tl any busines Stull, 
from the beem: r, | hay voted with the honor- 
able gentlemen who | been in favor of de- 
ferring the transaction of all business here. l 
have thoueht that courtesy and a regard to the 

pirit of the Constitution required us to forbear 
in this House from transacting any important 
business until Congress shall be formally organ- 
ized: and therefore [ shall agree with the honor- 


i and those who prefer 
‘further debate on this que stion until 


ie Senator from Virgin 
to delay any 


the House of Representatives shall in fact be 
organized, When that event will happen none 
of us know. It may happen to-day, to-morrow, 
next week, or it may not be for some time. I 
think we should do well, therefore, to adopt the 
spirit of the honorable Senator wu]8or stion, by 


id if there 
fully organ- 
honorable Sen- 
we shall 
is not then 
until an- 
organized, 
had no wish 
ion; | did not 
my sentiments 
for action. | 
however, that I do not with 
Senator from Virginia on this sub- 
ject. | cannot possibly conceive what objection 
there to the ntatives of the Stat 
of this Union discussing this question before the 
American people. Ll have the 


postponing this debate until Monday, a 
is then a House of Representative 
, we shall be able to hear the 
ator from Michigan, whom I suppose 
all delight to hear; f the House 
oO! we can postpone the de 
other day, when the House shall be 
Mr. CASS. Mr. President, | 
myself to bring on diseu 
bring iton: but | to express 
upon it when it comes up properly 
must say now, 
the honorable 


ized 


and 1 


anized, bate 


this 


di sire 


agree 


can be repres s 


not remotest con- 


ception of a valid objection to it. The President 
has evident ly reached the end of his effort. I 
think he intimates, as distinctly as a Chief Magis- 
trate should intimate, that no means now remain 
in the power of the Executive. No man ean 
read his message without perceiving that. We 
have all the faets, all the statements, all the argu- 
ments before us. Why should we not discuss it 
before the American people ? Is there a secret to 
be kept from them? Is there any intimation to 
be given to a foreign country which she does not 
know already? Nota word of one or the other. 
As | view the matter, we have two objects in 
view. One is, that discussion by different minds 
places the subject in different points of view; and 
therefore, the utility of discussion; but above all 
I wish to see us p resent one determined, united 
fronton this subject. That is the object I have 


in view;and [ repeat, I cannot see the shs idow of 
tion to the American 
people a question which as deeply affects their 
Interests a other that has occurred 


since the independence of the country; I cannot 


an objec vem etre before 


s almost any 


understand, nor shall | ever act on any such view. 
With respect to the non-organization of the 
House, I agree— ] have aeres d from the be fine 


ning—that it is better, whatever may be our abso- 
lute powers, not to do any legislative business 
— the House shall have been organized; but I 
‘an see no objection to the discussion of a ques- 
tion which does not call for legislative action. 
‘The time may, perhaps, be as profitably spent in 
that way as in any other; or, rather, time not 
spent in any way may profitably be spentin that 
way. I should desire to have the discussion go 
I shall be unable, until Monday, to say any- 
thing upon it; and, therefore, at the 
of Senators around me, | move to postpone the 
of the motion of the honor- 
able Senator from Delaware until Monday next, 
at which time I shall ask the Senate to be good 
enourh to hear me. } 
lr. CLAYTON, Iam perfectly willing that 
the motion shall be postponed to Mond: Ly next, 
as gentlemen desire it; but I wish to have the 
letter print dsand 1 hope that by unanimous con- 
sent an order will be made for printing it, so that 
we may have the letter before us while we are 


on 
suggestion 


further consideration 


epeaking uponit. | move that the letter be ordered | 


ey copies, in 
r, be printed for the 


‘- printed, | an id that five 
addition to the usual number 
use ot the Ss nate, 


The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDENT. The question now is on 
the motion of the Senator fr ym Michivan, to post- 
pone to Monday next the further consideration 
BP os subject. 

. BUTLER. I would prefer that there should 
be no day fixed for this debate. IL am disposed 
to differ very much from the honorable Senator 
from Michigan, who seems to suppose that mat- 

rs of negotiation and diplomacy should first be 
discussed in the Senate, before we have them com- 
municated to us through the regular and consti- 
tutional channel—the President. 1 doubt it, and 
have always doubted it. I have ever dissented 
from this mode of de aling with suchd lieate sub- 


and [ask that when this matter shall be 
taken up, the question shall be left open, whether 
or not it shallybe disc 

The motion to postpone 
to. 


jer ts: 


issed, 


to Monday was agreed 


ADJOURNMENT OVER. 
On motion by Mr. STUART, it was 
That when the Senate adjourns to-day, it be to 
londay next. 
THE NAVAL RE’ 
Mr. MASON. I 


memorial of Commodore 
asking for relief 
on him by the board of 
under the act of the last session ** to promote the 
efficiency of the Navy. In presenting this 
memort uy deem it due t to the occasion, In ave ry 
few words, to say that, upon perusing it, it has 
tended very strongly to confirm the impressions 
which I expressed a few day subject 
of the action of this board. 

Commodore Jones has been in the Navy for 
nearly fifty years; and now, after having obtained 
the rank of a post captain—the highest rank in 
our Navy—at the age of sixty-five years, he has 
been declared by this board incapable of further 
efficient service. Tobe sure. he has been retired 
on what called leave-of-absence pay, but it is 
ely mi irked in the terms of this memorial, 
vhat all of us know out of doors who have con- 
— with these officers, giving them the leave- 

if-absence pay has been, in their judgment, no 
mitigation of the exceeding wrong that has been 
a on them in depriving them of a position 


Ordered 
meeton % 
TIRING BOARD. 


leave to —, 
p ¢ ate 


Thomas 
for the injustice visited 


Navy officers organized 


the 


‘sby 


ask 


Jon S: 


s ago on the 


Is 


strong 


entitled to active service 

"h is sugeested to me the it it takes from them 
also all chance of future promotion. ‘hat is 
very true; but a post eaptain cannot be pro- 
moted in our service , as it stands at pr ‘sent, be- 


cause he has attained the highest rank; but yet 
it may be probable—it is certainly possible—that, 
before these officers have become wholly ineffi- 
cient, or have passed from the stage of life, there 
may be an increased rank in our Navy. Be that 
as it may, it is a very remarkable fact attending 
the action of this board, that no officer, so far as 
Iam informed, has been enabled to learn, from 
any quarter, the reasons which induced the board 
either to disrate him or to drop him from the 

rvice. ‘The Secretary of the Navy, in his in- 
structions to the board,- , 
structions,—has enumerated various causes for 
which ofiicers might be either disrated dis- 
missed: physical or mental incapacity; habits of 
ante in life which unfit them for 


or 


/ commission of offenses against society or against 


| which officers might be 


the all are enumerated as 
disrated; 
assigned for the action in any individual case 
whatever; and, therefore, of the honorable men 
who have thus been placed under the ban and 
disparaged before the world, and le ft in the Navy 
with a stigma on them, none is able to say why 
it was affixed, and all is left to conjecture—wild 
conje eture. 


Now, sir, in the case of this justly distinguished 


service — 


| office rwhom I have known from my boyhood, 


and known only to admire and to honor during 
his career—I have been unable to determine why 
he (who it is shown here is, at this day, phys- 


his duty as he was thirty or forty years 
had visited upon him the sentence of disparage- 
ment which emanated from the board. Mr. 


| President, the Secretary of the Navy, in reply to 
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a lett tter from Commodore Jones—a very re spe ot 
letter, which is embodied in the memoria]— 


tfal 


askiy , 
why he had been placed on the resery, d | . 


informed him that bis communication should | 
place d on file, and receive respectful consider ation 
but, under the existing 0" , he had no power : 
act in the matter. There is, then, the cons 
tion of the Secretary of the "Nav V, that, under 
existing law, if any redress can be afford a to 
any ofticer of the two hundred and one who hava 
been virtually dish: inded, it must come from ( 
The Secretary says there is no relief , 
the executive de partment. 
Commodore Jones states in his memoria! 
which embodies his communication to the Sper. 
tary of the Navy, the active service 
has been engaged for the last forty ye 
connects with it certificates from me dic ae 
men of this ¢ ity, whose reputation in their " : 
fession 1s known to most, if notto all of us, who 
declare to him (and many of them have kno ow! 


fress. 


= hay ic} 


a 


i 
him for many years—one of them sailed with hin 
in the years 1843, 1844, and 184: >) that, so far ag 


they can judge, super visu corporis, he is just 
capable of performing all his duties as a captaiy 
inthe Nav y now ashe was twenty or thirty ye 
He has attained to the age of sixty. 
years—an age that has been passed by a great 
many honorable Senators around me, eve ry one 
of whom would feel himself offended by a sur. 
vestion that he was me ntally or physicall ly Inca. 
pable of service in life. 

I cannot conceive what led this board of oficerg 
to inflict such a wound upon the justly sensitive 
honor of this distinguished officer unless it was— 
and [ am left to conjecture—that he is disabled in 
one of his limbs by a wound which he received 
during the last war with Great Britain in the year 
1814, under which he has been performing ac 
service both at home and abroad, distinguishing 
himself and shedding renown on the arms of | 











ago. 


|| country fora period of forty years, carrying that 


| that wound received ? 


And how, sir, was 
W hen he was a lieutenant 
in 1814, when this gallant man, with but five gw 
boats and one hundred and sixty-eight men, kept 
at bay off New Orleans a fleet of forty-fivi British 
boats and twelve hundred men, disabling four 
hundred of the enemy, and losing one half of his 
own command, he was struck down oy a wound 
which Lam left to infer now, forty years after- 
wards, induced the naval board to declare hin 


wound with him all the time. 





|| unfit for further service. 


] did hear it 


I say we are left to conjecture 


|| conjectured out of doors—tor in reference to this 


vallant and distinguished man I have taken a 
deep personal interest—that he had been actually 
invalided by receiving a pension for that wou 
Sir, those who know him, those who know 
cause of his applying for that pension at the time 
it was allowed him, (and a small pension it was, 
know that it was allowed by the Cabinet who 


at that time were intrusted with the construct 


|| of the pension laws, because it was shown, 1 


-for he did give them in- | 


service; the | 


causes for | 
but no cause is | 





| 


| to some, at least, of the officers who constitu 


| Secretary requiring them to go _— it. 


consequence of this wound—a wound on the 
shoulder that disabled his arm—he was obliged 
to have always | in attendance upon him a servant 
to enable him to put on his clothes and take them 
off again, which was an additional expense de- 
volved on him by reason of disability in one of 
his limbs. Even*that pension, however, Was 
taken from him by a later construction—a col- 
struction made, I think, in 1840 or 1841, of subse- 
quent pension laws. ; 
The memorial shows, Mr. President, that tus 
officer is just as capable of performing his a 
now as he has been for the last forty years He 


| has attained only the age of sixty-five years, 
| yet he is declare od ineligible to further promous 
and is disparaged as an officer in the 


| shall s 


Navy. I 
say nothing of the motives which actuated 
the board in anything that they have done. I 
know not their motives. I have no doubt that 
was an exceedingly ungrateful and odious service 
ited 
the board. I have reason to believe so, not from 
any conversation with them, for | have held con 

versation with none of them. I venture further 


| to suggest, there were officers upon that board 
ically and mentally just as — of performing | 
ago) has | 


who, having realized what the board have Gone; 


will regret as long as they live that they di d not 


put thei ‘ir Commissions against the order of the 


I said, Mr. President, when trespassed 02 





1856. 





Sonate in a few remarks, some days ago, 

{ could see no other mode of effectual re- 

: inst what I consider a great wrong to 
: i rvice by the passave of the law in 
a d by the administration if it, b to 

: \\ thing aside, and beg n de novo in 
it. JI retain tha opinion; but 1 un- 

honorable Sen rr from Louis! na, 

\ wyamin.} and perhaps some others, to 

ormer day, that that could not be done; 


cuted, and a 


d not replace these ¢ 


vy Was eX repeal of the 
where the law 
m. I differ from that on Sen- 
> yet 


» lie to carry 


thicer 


rm law recut 


Is note 


enouch to be done under 


, ‘ull execution; and until all. is done that 
, sto be done the law ts not executed. 


des authority in the Pre 


may be 


iw provi sident to 
occaslo;¢ne d DV the 
| list; but whatever commissions are Issued 
and become null, 
y are confirmed by the Senate at the 
s10n of Conegress. When 

itions shall be made, if it shall be the pleas- 


vacancies that 
se vacancies 


expire 


ver _ 


if Senate not to confirm thi m, et com- 
ms will become null, and the officers to 

i they were issued will be remitted to the 

x position in which the y stood before the 


sions were given to them. 


Nobody will 


So far, then, as these intended pro- 








ns can take place, it is in the power of 

: ) stop the execution of the law where it 
,and the commissions will be null, and 
= ficers who have been promoted will be 
7 exaetly to the position in which they 

7. ‘ore the new commissions were issued, | 
] _if the law should be repealed, (which 
an quire the action of both Houses.) where 
d those who have been placed on the re- 
t? Theyare yetin the Navy: they have 
functions belonging to naval officers ae- 
to » tle ir ri ink, exc pt so fir as the Vv have 
; Ken aws by the law of the last session. 
2 . hat law, and there will be no longer a 
i ! ved list; there will be no longer office rs on 
. t served list, and all the provisions of the 
r abrogated, I bed send hold clearly, 
on the reserved list will be again re- 
; d exactly to the position which they held 


e the law was passed. 

\i TLER. What would become of those 
ive been droppe d? 

Mr. MASON 1 have be en speaking of those 
ive been retired. As to those who have 
missed or dropped, they are out of the 
That has been done by the action of 
dent under the suggestion of the law, 
ss the President should restore them, I 
see at present that j within the 
of Congress; and yet I should entertain a 
fom: mB very: onfident opinion that, if the Congress of 
United States by their action were to exhibit 
Executive their belief that the law in itself 


they are 





. \ wrong, that the vice was originally in the 
s of the last session, and that they had done all 
} pertained to legislative power ‘to redress the 
. ( ¢, it would bea case appealing very strongly 
ixceutive discretion to restore those who were 
stored only | rv his aetion. 
| throw out these ideas because I understood 
r, was norable Senator from Louisiana the other 
ron ay to Insist that it Was not now im the 
: ie I Lof both Houses of Congress, or of either, 
a \ ly to nullify and de stroy the effect of the 
vat this vot the last session. I move to refer the me- 
“= duty lal which | have presented to the Committee 
1] \aval Affairs. 
The motion was agreed to. 


: Mr. BENJAMIN. I merely de ‘sire to say, as 
the other di ly, that I do not think the pre- 
| ition of these memorials furnishes a proper 


n for an exte nded debate on the questions 


t ted with the action of the naval board, 
cae 11 think it cannot but strike Senators around 
: ; | } » that whilst Senators on this floor are desirous 
>i medying what the y suppose to be the injus- 
ald 4 f the action of the board, as regards the 
fy r b uar cases of particular othicers, we are run- 
- be j : into great danger of doing gross injustice to 
done, a - i and honorable rentiemen who consti- 
did not A ‘that board. Until we can ascertain from 
re f the rf source worthy of credence, from authentic 
i Pe mation derived from the Dx partment, or 


Wuch we shall ask the officers of that board to 


THE C 





vive us, upon what reasons their action was 
rrounded, so far as relates to the particular of 
cers whos ‘A808 al br ivht for . , 
to me that we are runni San Sins 
of action which gentlemen dey mu 

the cas rf board, and w \ m 
wor ot re henpsion : r We a 
eXpos d »ao ) in Stice rad D 
such occasions and on such limited means 
forma } 
pose of v yw irl 

‘ , it to a iad rt u , 1 of 

on i ; » COI sed t naval boa = n 
they cannot be | 1, and when they hav 

1 


te, and when the ani 
re founded entirely on the ex parte 
have been disrated or 
I will say further, that 


officers who 
displaced by the board. 
when the proper time 


bate shall be fixed in advane 








‘ y 
rentlemen will « etthe discussion to me up, 
and Wh prepared to meet al u! subi 3 that 
hall be brought before the consideration of tl 
senate, | t} k it will | oO diitieu natter to 
defend the action of the board ym all the re 
P oaches nad li t o} loa ly that have be 1 cast 


upon it. 


With regard to the interpretation of the law to 


which the Senat r from Vi ‘rinia refers as havi 
been mentioned by me the other day, |l hav ) 
state tl it | im now prepal d,. { I I ons 
I have already civen, to co into a discussio f 
the | ul que tion ] do not ¢ em it wil t 
sary At th ime ti I will Ly tt } 
tleman agrees with me, at all events, to thi 
ext that those officers who have been droppe 
tro th rvice ( not be put | k wy » Ul ! 
vice by any action of out but | f ot k 
that, ait! 1 rhow oursels I put ick any 
oti from ! rved list to tive li ) 
any action of S ute, yet that, by al 

of th iw, (which would d roy the 1 rved 
ist and the furlough list,) all t ificers on thos 
lists micht, by that action of Cong . SF a0 
proved by the Executive, be placed a nin active 


service, It is possible that might b the result 


of such action on the part of Cor s: but L put 
it to the Senator himself—I put it to honorabl 
Senators around me on all sides of this Cham 
ber, if they are prepared to put back into the 


service of th 

officers in a boc 

fifteen officers as inefficient to D rfor! 
t 


duty in the Navy. IT ask if S 


active country the 


ly that have been rey 


} . 
board of 





their 





itors can 
be prepared for a responsibilit t > J ask 
if this is a remedy to be proposed to Coner 

Is it not our duty to cast ‘about us for some 


means bv which redress can be eciven in eases of 


} 


han that 


to the 


and injustice, rather t 
be ae 


particular wrong 
tl e Navy sho ld 
tion from which it has 
so difficult to redeem it? 
Mr. CLAYTON. Mr. President, I 
fully with the honorable Senator from Louisiana, 
that these memorials do not present the 
oceasion for a general debate of the 


un re duced Situa 


been found by Convress 
concur 


prope r 
whole merits 


of the law or the action of the naval board; yet 
honorable gentlemen first get up a debate in favor 
of the memorialists, and then those of us who 
desire to see justice to all sides must necessarily 


participate When such discussions are admit 
The honorable gentleman from Vir: 

Mason] told us this morning that Co 
not organized, and that we could not 
levislative business, and he, 
a debate on the subj 
the country. lt 
would have applic d 
which he 


FiD1Ll 
ivwress Wa 

r7o on with 
therefore , object d to 
ct of the foreign 
to me that the ob 


ms of 


recto 
} n 


relaty 
ems 
with still creater force to the 
himself delivered. 1 concur 
with the honorable gentleman fi 
his main position, and [ see not how, by 
tion of this body, or of this y and 
branch of Congress, when it shall be organized, 
we can reinstate the whole “mass of the naval 
officers who have been dropped or those who have 
been placed on the retired list. [I cannot per- 
ceive it. This is one of the remedies which ts 
cure what are considered 
law. Another remedy has been 
, which I attempted to dispose of when 
the subject 


ane ech 


om Lou! jana in 





bod 


sugcested to to be the 
detects of the 
suggested 
before us, and that Is, to 
reject the appointments made by the President. 


{do not consider that either of these modes 


was last 
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furnishes any proper mode of redres I will not 
nov yon WwW ‘ 38 of , 
it ep I eV rise, | ! 
} dv to WW . . ‘ ‘ 
Y tn iW l R 
\ l kK I \ 
i W ! ' oni- 
\ fjthe S ‘ 
l i \ 1) 1 iy s 
it 
| l, a ull t ’ s t t 
Lime? ! Ini ) 
to say that, if I had d : 
Inw was under consideration bef . 
t i bo im tto k part rad of 
‘ Y ale \ { » « r pre-e 
sented for tl ! d I neve MM d ive 
voted for sucha law. lL} ild thin { n 
any record kept under ¢ ( here was no 
ord kept when the officer ft \rmv were 
retired, some fifteen hundred uml af the 
ist war with Great Britai I have reese y had 
occasion to look at thre instructions tf t were 
Ven on the l7th of May, 1815, by nes retary 
of War to the board composed of Major Gener 
Brown, Jackson, Scott, Gaines, Macomb, and 
Ripley, detailed by him for the purpo { VeCS- 
tiratine the question who ould be dropped and 
who should be retained in the Army 1 find that 
1 truction iven by { secretary of VW ir. 
Oo | occasion, were like the 1 i Oo ven 
to this board by the m i wy of the 
demn inthe conduct of the Seeretarv of the Navy 
rch iwing up instructions, tl le we ire to £o 
uk and condemn all ! n _ tary 
of \ ! wi Nh Liit a) cl yt \) ly I I 
til d In) P15. 
In reeard to the other r k, { men 
were condemned on run ck | 
we of that bift of 1 men of the 
Navy we lected for the pur eX r 
mito the etheienecy or compet ‘ { vil ers 
hey were their own ) they w men 
Who id been acquainted with m d 
rreater part of their naut ul lives. They were 
intended by us, when w 1 the and by 
the President, when h \ oved 
> retary of UI Nav } ( i 
boa 1, and t] Presider \ f ! 
their . w | men So W | l 
their brother ¢ rs in tl Navy 
tand full? tl ( on o eh ¢ is 
! d to th ject of ! l V 
must have act d of! t mthneirow ‘ A | 
Th y must hav resorted to anotl , il ot 
nformation from t ! Orr \ 1 we d 
from tn to time ll i itl }tot a ad rf 
officers of the Navy to th Navy DD \ = 
reports made by eu iperior oO ' | 
naval board had free access to them I no 


rround for the assertion that men were condemned 


upon mere rumor. 


If there are errors, the question w h we 
should consider, and which the Com: ee on 
Naval Affairs ourht to consider, 1 ow to ne 

» Lama is to ‘ 
of others, as io the remedy for such if 
you can show me any instance in which an error 
} ; been com ted, | tand ready to I V 
proper measure of redress—to reinstate t ver 
ay wrong d, if it can be done; or if rt 
be don to do them amp! mistice ll | 
way that may be pointed out I ma y to 
be convinced if error has bee 1 d rod 
forbid that we ould st io I ound 
to refuse justice to any ! ) retu- 
ally been wronged \ t f | ir; let 
the individual case b ed by the Committee 


on Naval AtTairs., and t \ wollifind ay edy. 
Mr. JONES, of ‘Ten ee. Ido not propose 


I 
to debate thi question, I neu ry fully in 
mo t of the remarks made by my fri id from Lo 
isiana, [Mr. Bensamin;} and 4 toe the 
difficul yy which I na l rest 1 tin W 
You will rem vr, Mr. Presid ; : n 
f y day of th al ered I l 
Call Tor very mn W j 
I has now ‘ a , 
3to arrive ata just con 
this interestung and important matter | tear w 
are leading ourselves astray, a! d that we are 
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falling into the very error U hat some of us seek to 
correct, ] ar rnot dis nosed to judge this beard 
withouta hearing; I ain not prepared to condemn 


them until they have been heard; and in order 
thatthey may havea he arin’, and that their Views 
may be ‘not only before the Senate, but before the 
Committee on Nay 1 Affair <i ask the Senate 
now to take up and adopt that resolution, and 


difiiculty which my friend 


uggested 


' 
ovviate 


tius the very 
from Louisiana sugg: 


1b » 


, and which 
by _ rs. 

. MALLORY. 
len asure of the Senate to bh 
memorial that 1s 


{r. President, if it is the 
ive a discussion of this 
on on every sented Lo 
the Senate, | have no objec whatever. | 
only wish to say to vrentlemen who have 
hie mori Is to present, that, upon the 
notice toany member of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs that such a memorial is to be present d, 
that will endea 


quest pre 
‘tions 
those 


slight st 


committee vor, as far as they can, 


to satisfy the inquiries which are thrown out here 
informally as to why parties were retired or dis- 
missed, | ‘only wish to remind gentlemen that 


similar memorials have been referred to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, and tosubmit whether a 
discussion on this question, which involves the 
character of the law, the instruc is of the See- 
retary of the Navy, and the whole action under 
and results of the law, had not better be deferred 
until a reportof that committee to which the sub- 
ject has been referred shall be made to the Sen- 
ate, and we some information before 
us. 

I do not propose to answer any of the 
tions thrown because | am not pr 
physically, this morning, but I am indis- 


*tiol 


shall have 


sucres- 
out, pared, 


to doso: 


posed to let any memorial be presented in such a 
manner as to create in the country a faise impres- 
sion in any way reflecting on the board, when I 


have, in any respect, inmy own power, the means 
of giving a correct statement on the subject. 
My friend Yrom Virginia, [Mr. Mason,] who 


presents the memorial of Commodore Jones, was 
foremost at the last session of Congress in obtain- 
ing for that officer a remission of the pe nalty 


which had 
suspension, without 
, which, 
in any othe r 
broken him or 
ie 
Lhe pre po- 


ion wi as pi isse d by this body ; 


imposed on him by a court-martial, 
subjected him to tneee years’ 
my, Upon Very grave and serious charges 
if he had oo convicted of them 

Navy in the world, would have 

any other oflicer in the naval service. 
sition for that remi 


the bill for eee ee Jones’s relief was pas sed 
here, but it failed in the other Hous I am free 
to say that there are many members of this body 


voted for that bill but on 
account of the reat services which Commodore 
had performed for the country, and because 
fact that he was physically incompetent to 
perform any further service My friend rea 
South Carolina | Mr. Butter] sustained the bill 
those grounds; he will recollect the cireum- 


liis first words, as l have them before 


who would not have 
Jones 


of the 


on 
atance, 


me, were, that he voted for the bill upon this gen- 
eral proposition: that, when Scipio was called 
upon to answer to ¢ harges, he rep lied, Upon 


this day Lfourht the battle of Zama. My friend 
from Virginia, in reflecting on this case at that 
tame, said: 

* Who is this officer? 
naval captams. 
oldest. He has, p 8, pe 
as any officer in the Navy, 


t of our 
but among the 
riormed as much active service 
and during the late war, when 
he was a younger man, the most efficient service, as the 
annals of the country show. Mr. President, some three 
years ago, that officer did us the honor, at our mess in the 
aity of Washington, to call one morning to pay a visit. 
The pavements were covered with ice and sleet; and when 
he lett us and took his leave, he fell upon the pavement, 
and we tound him there utterly disabled. Lam at liberty to 
speak of this, because it passed under my eye ; and, | am 
free to admit, made a very powertul appeal to my sensibili 
ty, although it was before he had been subjected to the offi- 
cial action of the Government. 


He is among the oldes 
I believe not the very oldest, 


‘Mr. Borter. it was afterwards. 

Mr. Mason. My triend from South Carolina says it 
Was atterwards. Perhaps it was. | know it made a very 
strong appeal to my sensibilities. He fell upon the pave 
ment, Was disabled, and was brought into the house. The 
fear was, that he had disiecated bis shoulder, and it was 
necessary to strip his clothes from his shoulder to see the 
extent of the injury: and we there found the honorable 
wounds and sears that he had ree eived during the war. The 


shoulder was utterly disabled. The jomt was destroyed. 
The power of controlling the arm was gone ; and the marks 
and cicatrices were upon his person. He told us that, un- 
fortunately having lost the control of that side of his person, 
he had been unable to preserve bis balance, and thus fell 
upon the pavement. We saw there the condition of his 
perpen, te had lost the fvee and eflicient conivol of the 
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muscles on thatside. Where did he get these wounds? He near to our eli. I spoke of the ( 

+ : Wound ag 
got them, sir, in the preliminary detense of New Orleans. || having disabled one of his arms, and, his as 
I think | may appeal to my recollection of the history ot bei ing ‘akon disabled, he was unable to balance } . 
that day—it was impressed upon my mind at the time— = d fell 1 Se UANCe hig 
that it was by the flotilla commanded by this officer that || Person and Te a 1e Senator will find th; tint 
the whole British flect was delayed several days in its || debate; but there is nothing there to show +! ; 
approach to New Orleans, giving ime to General Jackson the oflicer was incapable of service, or Wan hot: 
to complete his orgamization. It was in that fight he was | ¢, ie 

ict just as capable as he v 5 aaa 
thus disabled.” J P pe he was before he reo ived 
the wound. 
rT ; 1 > 
That bill for the relief of Commodore Jones I did not say, because it escaped me at wt t} 
‘alli 


king the 


dec! 


pas ed the Senate, ta 


eround of revi 


extraordinary 


: what I will now say, that in the battle 
ions of a 


wing the legal | boats off New Orleans in 1814, the fleet of B Br 








court-martial—this body constituting itselfa court boats which Commodore Jones there met “ 
of appeals, a ind tting aside the d cision of a command d by a certain Sir lexan rr C; — 
court-martial on Commodore Jones, purely from |) bell, who foucht on a woode nleg. THe : 
sympathy. ‘On this day I fought the battle of || adve sary then on the active list, a captain jy ig 
Zama’’—on this mere appeal to our sympathies, || British servic es who fou: eht in that ae tion Wi 
we constituted ourselves a court of app als and || wooden lez when Commodore Jones rex ceived thar 
t aside the judgment of a court-martial. We || wound; and, I am informed, he is now it ' 
did it on the representations of the Senator from | miral in the British navy. His opponent, who 
Virginia, that this gentleman was p! cally dis- || was there stricken down on his decks having in ; 
abl :: having lost the entire use of one side of || one half of his me n, has been in the active a 
his person. of the country for forty years $ since that oe 
Now, we have coustitute da board to create until he is now declared, as I understand { fire in 
a set of naval captains, limiting them to sixty- |! the honorable Senator, disabled from active sor. 
eight, who are competent tocommand on the high vice because of that wound which he bore in 


seas, competent to carry our flag everywhere, 


] active service for forty years. 
competent to sustain themselves on deck under 


As to the court-martial, I hardly suppose the 


any emergencies and contingencies, and not men || honorable Senator means to say that the board 
to remain on shore. We wished to have active || of naval officers undertook to base their judg nt nt 
men. We limited the number to sixty-eight || disrating this officer and declaring him inefiicien: 
active ¢i apt ains, and we constituted a board of || on the judgment of that court- martial which sat 
naval officers to select them. ‘They come for- upon hii some three or four years ago, ar nd whose 


ward and say, on their judgment, one on our eld 
list is physically incompetent. 


better than those w 


sentence was remitted after caer been IN part 
Are we to judge execute d. 
ho sailed with Commodore The honorable Senator from Florida, who ig 
Jones, and who have had him in their eye all the || the chairman of the Committee on Naval Af. 
di Lys s@f their lives? If we are to judge, have we || said thatif Senators would appris se the commit 
not evidence have we not the evidence |! of their purpose when they introduce their pet 
rroduced by the honorable Senator from Virginia || tions to inquire into the causes why partic ilar 
himself, to show that he is physically incompe- || officers were disrate “d, the committee would prob- 
tent? L believe, though I am not certain of it, bly have it in their power to answer. I would 
that Commodore Jones has been furloughed. ask of that honor: re ete where the committee 
Mr. MASON. No, sir; he has been retired || would get their information? There is ho so - 
on ae save-of-absence pay. from w he nee that information can be obtained. 
‘ir. MALLORY. ‘Then I will say nothing on |! is buried in the breasts of those officers who con 
Pi subject. stituted the board. Each man might give his indi- 


I hope my friend from Virginia | 
will not insist on the construction of the law that || vidual opinion, but could do no more; and in doing 
this ? 








before us, 











retirement really confers any degradation. || it, nine times olt of ten, he would give the wro 
Why, sir, Comsandare Jones receives more pay 
than any of the British rear adm: iirals, under this 
leave-of-absence pay. Neither in incipie nt | 


opinion which operated on the majority of the 
board. That I consider one of the strongest ob- 


the jections to the mode in which the board dis charg | 


stages of the law, nor in its passage through this | this duty; for what did they en They reported 
House or the other, nor in the instructions of the |! a list of two hundred and one officers to the Presi- 
Secretary of the Navy, nor in the view of the || dent,recommending that ce staimotthe 2m should be 


Why, 
sir, selecting a man who has worn himself out in 
honorable st rvice : and who is covert d Ww ith hon- 
orable wounds, to putting him with the oldest 
captains of the Navy on the retired list, with $2,500 
a year, is not to be construed as a mark of degra- 
dation. ; 

I shall not go into the subject furthe ‘r. Lonly 
rose to show some reason, some cause patent here 
on our own debates, why the ame acted in this 
way. Ido not know that this is the cause, but 
it would have been sufficient cause. I know not 
for [have not conversed with the mem- 
bers of the board. I will say again, that I would 
respectfully suggest to this body that discussion 
on this subj jectis entire ‘ly premature. Ifthe whole 
subject is to be gone into, we come here 
prepared to dis it; but | think it would be 
proper first to hear the report of the committee. 

Mr. MASON. Mr. President, I shall not de- 
tain the Senate long; but I think it is due, both to 
the honorable officer whose petition I presented 
and to myself, that I should advert to some re- 
marks which have been made by the honorable 
Senator from Florida. ITunderstand that Senator 
to say, based upon the report of the debate of the 
last session which he re ad, that I then contended 
that Commodore Jones had lost the use of one 
side of his person. I think that was his language. 

Mr. M ALLOR Y. I read the Senator’s words 
from the report of the debate. 

Mr. MASON. That lancuare is not to be 
found in the debate. I remember, perfectly, 
that my honorable friend from South Carolina 
{[Mr. Burter] and myself, in asking the Senate 
not to review the action of the court-martial, but 
to remit so much of its judgment as deprived 
Commodore Jones of his pay for a certain time, 
spoke of his wound, which we had accidentally 
seen by his falling on the pavement on the ice | 


droppe ‘d, others placed on furlough-pay and oth 
on leave-of-absence pay, and assigned no reason 
whatever for thus discriminating between th 18@ 
otiicers. The law contemplated that the Execu 
should approve or disapprove their repor rt, How 

| washetodo it? How was it possible for the Presi- 
dent to do any more than he did, either to approve 
it in the whole or to re ject it in the whole R.: 
could not discriminate; he could not name heir 
reasons; it was impossible that he could: as must 
therefore take it as it stood, or reject it. I think 
that is one of the great objections to the mode! 
which the board acted. 

The honorable gentleman from Louisiana [Mr 
Bensamin] protested against any obloquy—l 
think that was his lancuage—being thrown on the 
members of the naval board, because of their 
action in this matter. Certainly none came from 
me. I said, inrelation tothe board, that I did not 
doubt that a great many of the dfficers who west 
upon it went upon it conscious that they w' 
to discharge a most ungrateful, ungracious, ee 
odious duty, and they did it in obedience to aa 
order which they were obliged at the peril of 
their commissions to obey—an order issulog 
from their proper superiors. Yet I did say, seeing 
what the board did, (not only in its consequences 

|| in individual wrongs to certain officers, som . 
which are admitted, but, in my judgment, : tar 
as I could exercise it, in a measure of the wos 
pernicious results to the naval service and | 
naval character,) that the time would come whet 
some, at least, of those officers would regret = 

|| the »y did not put their commissions aga! inst th 

| order of the Secretary of the Navy, and ask to 

relieved from the duty; not that there is any ce!” 
sure to be cast upon them—I cast none; | spe ke 
| of the future. Ifa board of this kind is to be got 
| up, to sit in secret to pass on the conduct of offi- 
cers without assigning any reasons, (who cane ny 


va 


’ 
tne cause, 


shall 


cuss 

















